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~ Editorial esx. 


Early last summer, when Bob and | began to assemble 
possible article ideas for this UNIT-themed issue, the 
inevitable question arose — what about an interview with 
Barry Letts? | mean to say, if you're planning to have UNIT as 
your issue's focal point, how could you not consider 
proposing an interview with the man who produced Doctor 
Who when UNIT was the backdrop — and arguably saviour — 
of the series? 


Over the subsequent days | found myself pondering how to 
go about approaching the former producer and executive 
producer; not to mention occasional director and writer. It 
was whilst | was immersed in this quandary that | came to the 
rather pessimistic conclusion that since his autobiography, 
Who and Me, weas still fresh in the minds of fandom, he might 
be less than enthusiastic at the prospect of being interviewed 
by yet another fan publication. And who would blame him, | 
thought. After all, he must have given countless interviews on 
film, in print and on the convention circuit. Surely he'd had his 
fill of keen Whovians posing him endless questions? 


How wrong | was. He was more than happy to oblige, and 
over the latter half of August | looked forward to poring over 
his answers and drafting a final interview to be published in 
the current issue. 


Of course, life took a very different path and the interview 
was not to be. But the very fact that he was prepared to give 
his time to a complete stranger — via the not inconsiderable 
inconvenience of corresponding by e-mail — | think goes to 
show the sheer generosity of the man; a generosity already 
well known within fandom and beyond. 


Whotopia | 8 presents two tributes to Barry Letts. Grant Bull 
gives us a potted history of the actor-turned-director- 
turned-producer; and Michael S. Collins speaks of the great 
man’s influence not just on the series itself, but upon the fans 
for whom Doctor Who won't be quite the same without him. 
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Before signing off, I'd like to leave you with the following 
thought. From time to time | find that tired old argument 
about one person not being able to change the world being 
wheeled out for the umpteenth time. | can see the force of 
the argument, whilst at the same time thinking of any 
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A TRIBUTE TO 


BARRY LETTS 


hes Thursday, Mandy and | were waiching 
various Doctor Who clips on the oki YouTube. 
One of them was the video of a question-and- 
answer session at the Demons Convention in 
AprilMay 1996, famous tor being one of the last 
limes Jon Pertwee was seen in public. And he 
boks well enough here; bt shaky but in fine 
reminiscing form. On the panel was John Levene 
(as compére), Nicholas Courtney, Pertwee, 
Terrence Dicks and Barry Letts. | turned to 
Mardy and mentioned how good Barry Letts 
tends to look for someone who was getting on 


Next day, | was online. |was il; I'd missed most of 
the day. | went onto Gallifrey Base to see what 
was going on. My browser was still on the Oft- 
Topic so I went to see # there were any 
responses to my last post. | noticed Tom Jordan 
(a young writer | know) had changed his Avatar. To 
Barry Letts. As had a few others. | knew right then, 
wahout needing to check, the sad news. But | 
checked anyway 


“Mandy”, | saki, “tl have some sad news. Garry Letts 
died last night,” 


And the house was plunged into mourning. Barry 
Letts. How can someone speak in merely a thousand 
words of the legacy of this man, no this giant of 
Doctor Who. We haven't seen this much outpouring 
of grief in Who fandom since Verity died, and before 
that Pertwee if not Cyrf Shaps. This was a man to 
whom we owed so much, and yet a quiet, modest 
man nonetheless. 


Roll call. Producer of the Pertwee era. Director of SIX 
Doctor Vého stories, including the marvellous The 
Enemy of the World (1967/68) and Carnival of 
Monsters (1973); plus he seems to be the only 
person trying hall the time to save The Android 
invasion (1975)! Co-writer of The Daemons (1972), 
The Time Monster (1972), The Green Death (1973), 
and Planet of the Spiders (1974) — classics, all of 
them, Launched the TARGET Doctor Who novels 
range, estimated at getting hall the chidren of the 
1970s in the UK into reading. Created the Master! 
Created Sarah Jane and cast Bizabeth Siaden. Cast 


Tom Baker! 


Doing one of the above would warrant a place in lore 
Doing all? Well, # there were a Doctor Viho Hall of 
Fame (and there SHOULD be!), he'd be straight in as 
one of the first entrants. Doctor Who was in terrible 
danger of cancellation in the early 1970s. It is in no 
small part the professionalism and sheer quality of 
Letts’ first series in charge that helped save the show 
as much as outskie circumstances, He brougM a 
vibrancy to the programme rarely seen before or 
since 


| have nowhere near the authonty to produce a 
lengthy and suitable tribute to Barry Letts, the man 
and his towering comtribution. So | shall simply bring 
forth two of my favourite memories of the man, from 
imerviews and Gocumentaries and the tke. 


The first takes place during a documentary on 
Terrence Dicks on one of the Doctor Who DVDs 
(can't remember which). In it, you see Terrence Dicks 
and Barry Letts reminiscing by the bar about their 
time together, drinks by their skje. At the end of the 
Gocumentary, they come back to Terry and Barry, 
and the camera moves back to reveal lots of empty 
glasses on the bar. The idea being that those two had 
happily chatted away about their limes for hours and 
the best had been kept on the DVD. 


The second. | can trace exactly. It's two 
moments, and both are trom the Carnival of 
Monsters DVD. First off, there is the great 
defence of CSO technology as an extra. Even 
giving 4 straightlorward tutorial, you could see 
how much joy Letts still got out of the technical 
side of the show, as well as the writing and 
producing side to which he had grown 
accustomed, And then, during the commentary - 
which is him and Katy Manning — a wondertul 
moment. He directed the show, He comes across 
as a bit of a perlectionist. “| wish wel could nave 
done this bit better” etc, Then suddeniy there's a 
nice shot of the Drashigs coming up and Letts 
exclaims “That was really good!" That sudden 
moment of realisation, 1 did that, arxi by God, it 
holds up! Magic. | do kve Letts’ lovely 
justification of Carmivat “We wanted a cheap story, 
and Bob Holmes sent us back this wonderfully 
expensive script with location filming and sets, bul 
when | read it, | thought: ‘This is too good to waste. 
We can save money elsewhere in the season.” Like 
all good men, able to change his set opinion for the 
good of the moment. And Season Ten is that much 
better by comparison 


“It is unusual for a man to live in Hollywood for so tong 
and for no one to have a bad word to say about him,” 
So said Hollywood obit writer Paul Donnelley about 
Jimmy Stewart, one of my favourite actors. | can 
paraphrase that: # is unusual for a man to be involved 
in Doctor Who for so long and for no one to have a 
bad word to say about him. Such 4 man was Barry 
Letts. That alone speaks for the magnitude of the 
man. No one ever had a bac word to say about him 
He was a quiet, modest, unassuming, lovely man 
who had time for anyone be they family, friend or tan 
You Gon? get enough of those in the work 


1 eave you by paraphrasing Altred Hitchoock, my 
tavourfie director, (Having seen countless films and 
TV shows over the years, the highest praise | can 
Personally give Mr Letts is | rank his contributions on 
a par with my favourites, all undisputable legends.) 


There was a fine character actor in the 1950s. A 
shrewd casting director. A pioneer of Doctor Who 


Michael S. Collins 


audio, who paved the way for Big Finish. A writer 
of considerable talemt. A man who helped keep 
Doctor Who in the public eye during its darkest 
Pericxis of cancellation, A man who was one of the 
finest Dickens adapters the BBC ever had. A 
director who helped usher in the fast-editing 
technique seen more commonly today in the 
BBC. A friend to everyone. An advocate of 
reading. 


All of these men were Barry Letts. 


Thank you, Sir, For j 
everything. ' 


j 


é £ 


Doctor including the aforementioned Planet of the 
Spiders, which would see Jon Pertwee depart and 
Tom Baker enter as the Doctor. It was Barry who cast 
Tom Baker as the Doctor, following a 
recommendation from Bill Slater who was Head of 
Serials at the BBC. Barry would stay on and oversee 
Tom's first serial Robot before handing the reigns 
over to Philip Hinchcliffe and leaving the show, 
However, Barry was 1o retunm as executive producer 
for the final year (1980-81) of Tom Baker's reign 
whilst John Nathan-Turner was finding his feet as the 
new producer, 


Barry's involvement 
and clear passion for 
the show remained in 
place during the 1990s 
when he wrote the two 
radio plays The 
Paradise of Death and 
The Ghosts of N- 
Space. Barry also 
contributed to the 


- 


“...it is unusual for a man to be involved in Doctor Who 
for so long, and for no one to have a bad word to say 


= Letts’ involvement with Doctor Who started 
with him directing the Second Doctor serial The 
Enemy of the World (1967/1968). This serial saw the 
unusual move of having Patrick Troughton play both 
the Doctor and the enerny of the piece, the dictator, 
Salamander. Sometimes the two characters had to 
appear in the same scene. As a result, the director's 
job was made a very demanding and complex one. 


Then, in 1969, when @ came to replacing producer 
Derrick Sherwin, Barry was the man chosen to guide 
the new Doctor, Jon Pertwee, and the show into the 
work! of colour. Given a betier budget than his 
predecessor, and working with script editor Terrance 
Dicks, Barry went on to produce one of the most 
successful and popular eras of Doctor Who. As part 
of his negotiations with the BBC to become producer, 
Barry requested he be allowed to direct on occasion, 
This agreement allowed him to direct classic serials 
such as Terror of the Autons, Camival of Monsters 
and Jon Pertwoe's swansong Planet of the Spiders. 
He would later return during Philip Hinchcltle’s run 
@S producer to direct The Android Invasion in 1975. 


During his tum as producer Barry even found time to 
team up with fellow writers such as Terrance Dicks 
and Robert Sloman to write serials for the Third 


about him. Such a man was Barry Letts.” 


Doctor Who novel range, nis final book being 
published in 2005, entitled Island of Death. 


As the above brief summary shows, Barry Letts 
contributed a wealth of tine and effort into the show 
both we love and indeed he loved. | personally have 
always been a great fan of Jon Pertwee's era and | 
think it's because of the family tee! felt throughout the 
show and also behind the scenes. The whole team 
formed a big family and Barry Letts was the father 
figure. The partnership he formed with Terrance 
Dicks as Script Editor was special; and that special 
sense of togetherness flowed through all those 
involved with the programme at that time — and it 
shows. 


It filled me with great sadness to hear the news of 
Barry's death: & was my hope thal, one day, | woukd 
be able to meet the great man and thank him for all he 
did for our show. He is an undoubted Doctor Who 
icon and a truly great man. He will be sorely missed 


Grant Bull 


—. a_i —— 


Monsters, Villains and Aliens 
of the UNIT Years 


Bob Furnell 
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From Axons to Zygons, Bob Furnell delves into the nasties who 
have done battle with UNIT 


The Doctor would be lost if he didn’t have 
any monsters, aliens or villains to fight; 
and over the past forty-plus years he’s 
definitely faced his fair share of them. It 
was during his third incarnation, when he 
was exiled to Earth by the Time Lords, 
that he continued to battle all sorts of 
baddies. And, while the Doctor is no 
doubt quite capable of defeating his foes 
by himself, he was given welcome 
assistance in the form of Brigadier 
Lethbridge-Stewart and the men and 
women of the United Nations Intelligence 
Taskforce or UNIT. 


UNIT played an important part in 
protecting the Earth from all sorts of 
invaders and power-mad conspirators, 
saving it numerous times over; and while 
the Doctor may not have always 
expressed his gratitude for their 
assistance, if it wasn't for UNIT we might 
be living under the rule of the Autons, or 
Kraals, or the Axons. 


The Invasion 


One of the very first aliens that 
UNIT had to face were the 
Cybermen. These beings were 
originally a wholly-organic 
species of humanoids originating 
on Earth's twin planet, Mondas, 
who began to implant more and 
more artificial 


Intelligence Taskforce, led by the 
Brigadier, who repelled the invasion with 
the help of the Second Doctor, Jamie and 
Zoe. 


Vaughn was assisted by Packer, the 
ruthless Chief of Security at International 
Electromatics, Packer fought alongside 
Vaughn, against the Second Doctor and 
UNIT, to make the Cyber-invasion 
possible, although he did not completely 
trust the Cybermen. While he proved to 
be a thorn in the Doctor's side, Packer 
would eventually be killed by the 
Cybermen. 


While UNIT had to face human and alien 
foes in The Invasion, they also had to fight 
against Tobias Vaughn's secretive multi- 
national corporation International 
Electromatics, which had gained a 
virtual monopoly on computer and 
electronics equipment. Its managing 
director, Tobias Vaughn, allied himself 
with the Cybermen to take over the 
world, using micro-monolithic 


Article 


which were followed six months later by 
fifty more. The Nestenes are able to 
exert control over certain humans using 
telepathy and recruit Hibbert (see side 
box) to act as their human slave. While it 
is not exactly known what their actual 
form is like, while on Earth it resembles a 
large, squid-like creature with long 
tentacles. 


A by-product of the Nestenes is their 
plastic creations known as Autons, The 
first generation of Autons was made to 
look like store dummies whose right 
hands were able to swing open to reveal a 
lethal gun-like weapon. A more advanced 
type of Auton was the human-like replicas 
which were exact copies right down to 
the victim's personal memories. During 
their second invasion, in addition to the 


George Hibbert was the 


Managing Director of AutoPlastics, Ltd. 


He found the first Nestene meteorite 
and fell victim to its mind control. He 
made the replica known as Channing, 


circuitry hidden in transistor radios 
sold in a million units around 
the world. When the right 
moment came, the 
transistors would blanket 


the planet with a hypnotic 
signal rendering millions of 
humans under the control 
of Vaughn and the 


parts into their f Tobias Cybermen. 

bodies as a means | Vaughn 

of se! f - | Head of International Electromatics who ff Spearhead 
preservation, The | aided the Cyber-invasion of Earth. He from Space 
Cybermen’s first | planned to double-cross the Cybermen, 

attempt at taking control of them with the UNIT's next 


invading Earth, 
around 1970, was 
chronicled in The 
Invasion. A group 
of Cybermen from 
Planet |4 had allied 
themselves with 
industrialist Tobias 
Vaughn, who 
installed mind- 
control circuits in electrical appliances 
manufactured by his International 
Electromatics company, paving the way 
for a ground invasion. This was uncovered 
by the newly-formed United Nations 


‘Cerebration Mentor’ device, placing 
himself as ruler over the Earth. He 
underwent partial Cyber-conversion and 
was eventually persuaded by the Doctor 
to aid humanity. He was killed fighting an 
army of Cybermen shortly before their 
defeat. 


encounter came in the 
form of the alien 
Nestenes in Spearhead 
from Spoce, The 
Nestenes were a 
eollectiv-e 
consciousness moving 
from planet to planet as 
a form of energy and 
creating a suitable physical shell to inhabit. 
The Nestene Consciousness acts as a 
single ‘brain’ and is able to distil part of its 
intelligence into numerous hollow, shell- 
like spheres. The Nestenes first arrive on 
Earth in six hollow plastic meteorites, 


who took over his firm and used it to 
manufacture the deadly Autons, He was 
eventually freed by the Third Doctor. 
When he tried to destroy his 
handiwork, he was killed by an Auton. 


Channing was the type of Auton 
known as a replica. Made by Hibbert, 
Channing would take control of 
AutoPlastics and use it to manufacture 
more Autons. He was eventually 
defeated by the Third Doctor and Liz 
Shaw, and ceased functioning. 


deadly, dummy-like Autons, the Nestenes 
also controlled a murderous range of 
plastic items such as a chair, a doll, a 
telephone cord and plastic daffodils 
activated by short-wave radio. 


The Silurians 


The Doctor and UNIT then encountered 
the Silurians: upright-walking, sentient 
reptiles with clawed hands, triceratops- 
like crests and a third eye in their 
forehead which could be used to cause 
pain, unconsciousness or death in other 
living beings. This eye could also be used 
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to burn through walls and seal walls with a 
solid ash-like substance. Silurians are 
stronger and tougher than humans and 
are cold-blooded like their reptile 
cousins, the Sea Devils. The Silurians were 
the original inhabitants of the Earth ruling 
the planet during the Cretaceous era (136 
to 65 million years BC). They, and their 
underwater ‘cousins’, were eventually 
driven to hibernate in underground 
shelters by some undetermined cosmic 
event. 


The Silurians of Wenley Moor were 
reawakened from suspended animation 
due to the power leaks from the 
neighboring British atomic research 
center, The Old Silurian met Dr. Quinn, 
then the Third Doctor, and became 
convinced that his people could share 
Earth peacefully with 

mankind. However, lcthar was a 
the Young Silurian scientist and 


One touch from them was lethal, causing 
death and small explosions. It was 
reasoned that this ‘power’ could be 
controlled or focused. The Ambassadors 
were humanoid in shape with pale blue 
skin and facial features that were covered 
in hideous lumps. At one point, UNIT 
tried to stop the Ambassadors, but found 
that bullets could not harm them. 


While UNIT had to contend with the 
Ambassadors, it was General Carrington 
who seemed to go out of his way to cause 
trouble for the Brigadier and his team. 
Carrington was a British 
general in charge of the 
Space Security 
Department. As an 
astronaut on Mars 
Probe 6, he met 
peaceful, radioactive 
aliens who asked him to 
pave the way for their 


tried to wipe out third member : Ambassadors. After he 
mankind with a deadly of the Silurian triad. F returned to Earth, Carrington, in 
virus. After that had | Me wasin charge of 9 jesoue with Sir James Quinlan, 
failed, he and the reanimating the arranged for the aliens to replace 
Silurian scientist, lcthar Silurians from Wenley#t sccronauts of the Probe 7 and 


(see side box), Moor. 


attempted to use a 
molecular disperser to 
destroy the Van Allen Belt, and thus 
render Earth inhabitable for 
humans, Thwarted by the Third Doctor, 
they returned to suspended animation. 
Their shelter was eventually blown up by 
UNIT — the command to do so coming 
from the Brigadier. 


The Ambassadors of Death 


In The Ambassodors of Death, UNIT 
encountered a completely different type 
of alien life form in the form of the 
Ambassadors. The Ambassadors were 
three radioactive aliens who had been 
sent to Earth as peaceful ambassadors, 
after replacing the crews of the spaceships 
Mars Probe 7 and Recovery 7. But the 
xenophobic General Carrington captured 
them and used them to try and create a 
war between Earth and their people. 


The Ambassadors were suspected to 
come from another galaxy and were 
beings that required radiation to survive. 


Recovery 7 ships with their 
Ambassadors. But in reality, 
Carrington had become victim of 
acute xenophobia. When the alien 
Ambassadors arrived, he kidnapped them 
and used them to try and trigger a war 
between Earth and the aliens. Carrington 
was eventually stopped thanks to the 
Third Doctor's intervention. 


Inferno 


Most Doctor Who fans 
are familiar with Inferno, 
the fourth and final story 
of Season Seven, where 
UNIT is providing 
security cover at an 
experimental drilling 
project designed to 
penetrate the Earth's 
crust, and where the 
Doctor is accidentally 
transported by a 
parctially-repaired 
TARDIS control 
console into a parallel 
universe, where the 


Professor Eric Stahiman 
was the mad scientist responsible 
for the Inferno project. Because he 
could not bear to see any delay in 
his compulsion to penetrate the 
Earth's crust, he fought anything and 
anybody who stood in his way, 
including Project Director Sir Gold, 
drilling consultant Greg Sutton, and 
the Third Doctor. He eventually 
became contaminated by the green 
slime released by the drilling and 
turned into a Primord. He died 
when the Doctor and Sutton 
sprayed him with frozen carbon 


Article 


drilling project is at a more advanced 
stage. While the Doctor encounters the 
evil counterparts of the Brigadier, Liz 
Shaw and Sgt. Benton on the alternate 
Earth, UNIT’s involvement in this story is 
primarily relegated to the events on our 
world, where they have to fend off the 
men infected by a green slime released by 
the Inferno Project, more commonly 
referred to as Primords. 


Mere contact with the slime caused a 
regressive mutation of the body cells, 
turning the victim into a savage, ape-like 
snarling beast, The first Primord was 
Harry Slocum. Eventually, even Prof. 
Stahiman himself turned into a Primord. 
The Primords needed intense heat to 
survive, and could be destroyed with cold 
(such as the frozen carbon dioxide gas 
contained ina fire extinguisher). 


Terror of the Autons 


In this story, the Doctor and UNIT havea 
second encounter with the Nestenes and 
the Autons and the Doctor runs into an 
adversary from his time on Gallifrey. 


A renegade Time Lord called the Master 
arrives on Earth at a circus run by a man 
named Luigi Rossini, and steals a dormant 
Nestene energy unit from a museum. He 
reactivates it using a radio telescope and 
uses his hypnotic abilities to take control 
of a small plastics firm run by the Farrel 
family, where he organizes the production 
of deadly Auton dolls, chairs and daffodils. 
The Master is a Time Lord who revels in 
power and causing chaos wherever he 
goes. He is able to 
hypnotize people 
with the mere glance 
of his eyes, and 
possesses a rod-like 
device that can kill 
someone by 
shrinking them to 
the size of a small 
doll (think Barbie 
size), He is a master 
of disguise who 
wants to control the 
universe and to 
torture the Doctor, 
He causes havoc 


dioxide. 


wherever he goes and he’s arrived on 
Earth. He is a suave, charming and 
somewhat sociopathic individual, able to 
be polite and murderous at almost the 
same time. 


The Mind of Evil 


The Doctor and Jo Grant arrive at 
Stangmoor Prison to view a 
demonstration of the Keller Machine, a 
device developed by the Swiss scientist 
Emil Keller and which is claimed to cure 
anti-social behaviour by extracting evil 
impulses from the brain. Professor 
Kettering, acting on the absent Keller's 
behalf, reports over a hundred successful 
tests on European prisoners. The 
Doctor's open scepticism is apparently 
justified when the machine appears to 
overload and the subject, a hardened 
criminal named Barnham, is rendered 
comatose, 


Meanwhile, UNIT is busy overseeing 
security at the First World Peace 
Conference. Things are not going well as 
the Brigadier attempts to calm Captain 
Chin Lee, furious at the apparent theft of 
classified 
documents from 
the Chinese 
delegation. Later, 
Chin-Lee reports 
even worse news: 
the Chinese 
delegate is dead. 
Meanwhile Captain 
Yates is assigned to 
lead a small UNIT 
platoon in disposing 
of the Thunderbole, 
an illegal nerve gas 
missile. Linwood, a 
medical student 
witnessing the Keller 
demonstrations is 
found dead near the 
Keller machine, his face 
frozen in terror, 
covered in bites and 
scratches. His medical 
history shows a morbid 
fear of rats. Professor 
Ketrering is examining 


detonated. 


The Keller Machine was a 
device that was supposed to be 
able to isolate and extract a 
person's evil impulses. It was being 
tested at Stangmoor Prison when it 
came to the Third Doctor's 


attention. In reality, it housed a 
mind parasite brought to Earth by 
the Master, who planned to use it 

to sabotage the World Peace 
Conference. It was destroyed when 
the Thunderbolt Missile was 


Chin Lee was a Captain 
of the Chinese People’s 
Army who was secretly 

controlled by the Master, He 
equipped her with a 
telepathic amplifier, then 


used her and the mind 


parasite to sabotage the 
World Peace Conference. 


She was eventually exposed 


the machine when it 
becomes active on its 
own. Kettering has a 
vision of waves of 
water, and dies of an 
apparent heart attack. 
Investigating his 
death, the prison 
medic Dr. Summers is 
mystified thact his 
symptoms are 
consistent with death 
by drowning. The 
Machine's activity also 
appears to coincide 
with an increase in 
hostility in the prison 
population. The 
Doctor is worried 
that the machine has 
power over people's 
minds and is growing 
more powerful. 


ship. 


The Claws of Axos 


UNIT played an integral part in 
defeating the evil Axons. Axos 
was a space scavenger who 
captured the Master, who then 
took it to Earth. Axos first 
appeared on Earth as a trio 
of golden humanoids 
(referred to as Axons), 
who claimed to be the sole 
survivers of a world 
drained of energy by solar 
flares. Once on Earth, the 
Axons offered its Axonite 
to mankind. Once Axonite 
reached its nutrition cycle, 
Axos was planning to drain 
all of Earth’s energy. It also 
tried to force the Third 
Doctor to give it the secret 
of time travel. Later, the 
Axons were revealed to be 
tentacled monsters, 
members of a single collective 
intelligence which included 
their ship and Axonite. Axos 
was eventually trapped in a 
time loop thanks to the 
combined efforts of the Third 
Doctor and the Master. 


and freed by the Third 


Doctor. 


Azal landed on Earth over a million 
years ago and helped in the development 
of mankind. Azal was awakened by an 
archaeology professor, Professor Horner, 
who was digging out the barrow, known 
as Devil's Hump, that was a part of Azal’s 
ship, Azal then created a heat barrier 
around the village of Devil’s End. Azal had 
contact with the Master though the 
ceremony with the Master's coven. 


The Master wanted Azal’s power, which 
he wanted to give to the Doctor, but the 
Doctor refused. Then Azal decided to give 
the Master his power and destroy the 
Doctor. Jo Grant told Azal to kill her 
instead. Azal, not understanding her 
willingness to give her own life for 
someone else's, was thus destroyed when 
his own power turned against him in his 
confusion, and destroyed himself and his 
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While Axos might 
have been the 
typical sort of foe 
UNIT had to face, 
they also had to 
deal with human 
foes such as 
Horatio Chinn, a 
civil servant from 
the Ministry of 
Security. Chinn 
was put in charge 
of UNIT by his 
superior, and he 
tried to control 
every aspect of 
the dealings with 


Axos. He even 
wanted to 
investigate the 


a. th bE 8 
Doctor, When 
Axos landed on 
Earth, he first tried to obtain 
the exclusivity of Axonite for 
the United Kingdom. Foiled by 
Axos, he was then put in 
charge of distributing it 
throughout the world. He was 
presumably discredited after 
the real nature of the Axos threat had 
been exposed. 


The Daemons 


The Daemons are humanoid in shape with 
goat like legs and cloven hooves. They 
have horns atop their heads and have 
Satanic-like features, They had originally 
come to the Earth from the planet Damos 
approximately 100,000 years ago. The 
science of the Daemons is more advanced 
than human science. When they first 
visited the Earth, humans of the time 
believed their science to be magic. They 
also have the ability to shrink or increase 
their size using the energy they harness. It 
is likely that the Daemons were partly 
responsible for the mysterious extinction 
of the Neanderthals and their 
replacement by early modern humans. 
The Daemons made a deep and 
everlasting impression on Homo Sapiens 
and contributed to shaping their 
mythology. The Daemons revisited the 


Earth at irregular intervals to check on the 
results of their evolutionary experiments. 
When they finally departed, the Daemons 
left one of their own, Azal, behind, in a 
miniaturized, suspended animation state 
to eventually judge mankind and pass on 
his power. Azal was summoned back to 
life by the Master, 


The Day of the Daleks 


Sir Reginald Styles, organizer of a world 
peace conference, narrowly survives an 
assassination attempt by a combat- 
uniformed guerrilla who vanishes like a 
ghost. Lacer the guerrilla is attacked by 
huge, ape-like creatures called Ogrons 
and found unconscious by UNIT 
troops in the grounds of the house. 
The Doctor deduces 
the guerilla comes 
from about two 
hundred years in the 
future and that a 
device found with 


Whena 
superluminal 


signal is sent to Earth, carrying with 
it an unusual energy blob that seems 
intent on capturing the Doctor, 


were highly resistant to shock and were 
protected by a thick musculature that 
helped them survive multiple bullets. 
Their only weak spot was the top of their 
head. They are usually used by other races 
as guards, policemen or mercenaries. 


The Time Monster 


In The Time Monster, UNIT encounters 
Kronos, the Chronovore which was a 
creature from beyond time and without 
form. Kronos manifested 
itself in humanoid shape 
with wings and wearing 
what appeared to be a 
Grecian style helmet for a 
face. Kronos’ name gave 
rise to the legend of the 
Greek Titan who ate his 
children, one of whom 
was Poseidon, god of 
Atlantis. Kronos was 
drawn from che time 
vortex by the priests of 


himisatime machine, | UNIT Headquarters comesunder fa risntis, who 

attack. These energy blobs turn out Ff inorisoned his essence 
Created by Davros, to be Gel Guards (aka Gel in the Kronos 
the Daleks were the J Creatures), large lumps of ant- Bt crystal. The Master 
mutated descendants J Matter jelly possessing a single eye BF eventually released 
of the Kaleds (aka [| 4nd pincers that function as energy B Kronos, and tried to 


Dals), one of the two 
races living on the 
planet Skaro. The 
Daleks lived inside a 
mobile casing which 
was equipped with 
sensor discs, a unique iris and lens, a 
sucker-stick arm and a special 
extermination weapon, Their natural 
form appeared to be small, green, blob- 
like, octopods with claws. They had one 
purpose: to exterminate all other life 
forms and become the dominant species 
in the universe. 


The Daleks were using Ogrons as 
henchman in their battles against the 
guerrillas from the future. Ogrons are 
large, thick-skinned anthropoids known 
for being somewhat dimwitted. They are 
considered quite savage, primitive brutes 
with immense strength. Ogrons are 
relatively unintelligent, speak in simple 
sentences and had obedient, stoic 
personalities. Their nervous systems 


weapons, The Gel Guards are a 
creation of Omega and were used to 
capture the Doctor and to guard 
Omega’s domain in the black hole. 


control him, but failed, 
and the Chronavore 
destroyed Adantis, The 
Third Doctor 
engineered a Time Ram 
between his TARDIS 
and the Master's, which released Kronos 
and destroyed the crystal. Kronos was 
known for being 
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and the men and women of UNIT, It’s in 
this story that they meet the Time Lord 
who was the architect of Time Lord time 
travel, Omega. Omega was the first and 
foremost of the ancient Gallifreyans’ Solar 
Engineers. Using his Stellar Manipulator, 
{also known as the Hand of Omega), he 
detonated a star into a supernova,; its 
tremendous energy was required for the 
Gallifreyans to achieve mastery of time 
travel and become Time Lords, However, 
when the supernova suddenly collapsed 
into a black hole, Omega was trapped and 
projected into an anti-matter universe, 
He blamed the Time Lords for his 
predicament and swore revenge. When 
Omega tried to escape, the Time Lords 
summoned three incarnations of the 
Doctor to fight him. Omega then 
discovered that he could not leave the 
anti-matter universe because the anti- 
matter had totally destroyed his physical 
being; only his mind was left. He was 
presumed dead in a matter/anti-matter 
explosion caused when his anti-matter 
being came into contact with the Second 
Doctor's positive-matter recorder. 


The Green Death 


The Welsh mining village of Llanfairfach 
has little initial interest for the Doctor, 
who prefers a challenging visit to the blue 
planet of Metebelis 3 to a trip to South 
Wales. However, Jo Grant is keen to go 
to the village to meet the acclaimed 
environmentalist and Nobel Prize winner 
Professor Clifford Jones; while the 
Brigadier is intrigued enough by the death 
of a bright 
green miner 


the most Giant Maggots resemble everyday 
dangerous of all f maggots except that these varieties come in 
Chronovores. extraordinarily giant size. These maggots are 
lethal due to the green slime being pumped 
The Three into the mines at Llanfairfach. Unlike normal 
Doctors maggots these had sharp fangs and thick skin. 


They were invulnerable to standard bullets; but 
armour-piercing bullets, flame-throwers and 


The Three Doctors 
was an interesting 
time not only for 
the Doctor who 
was reunited with 
his first and second 
incarnation, but 
also for the 
Brigadier, Benton 


fire bombs could defeat them. They would 
eventually develop into a giant-sized dragonfly- 
like creature that was able to spit lethal slime. 
It was eventually discovered by Professor Jones 

that his edible fungus was poisonous to the 
maggots and it was used to wipe out the entire 


species. 


to drive her 
down. The 
miner was 
found in a 
disused mine, 
and the main 
source of 
employment 
in the village is 
now the 
Global 
Chemicals 
petroleum 
factory. Its 
boss, Stevens, 
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promises prosperity for all, but Professor 
Jones and the other environmentalists at 
his “Nuthutch’ are unconvinced. Are 
pollutants from Global Chemicals 
responsible? Where are the Giant 
Maggots coming from? And who is the 
mysterious BOSS? 


Dr. Thomas Stevens was the Director of 
the Global Chemicals Llanfairfach 
Refinery. His brain was linked to the BOSS 
computer, which took over control of 
Stevens’ mind. With BOSS’ help, Stevens 
tried to stop the Third Doctor, UNIT, and 
Prof. Clifford Jones from shutting down 
the Lianfairfach Refinery, following the 
Green Death effects, BOSS then tried to 
take over the world, but the Third Doctor 


BOSS or Biomorphic 
Organizational Systems Supervisor was 
the sentient computer that controlled 
Global Chemicals. BOSS was the first 
computer designed to be linked to a 
human brain (in this case, Dr. Stevens, 
the head of Global Chemicals). Now 
self-controlling, its aims are efficiency, 
productivity, profic and world 
domination. BOSS is able to link up with 
and communicate with any computer 
worldwide, influencing its operation. 
BOSS is able to contro! the minds of 
various human subjects by a sort of 
hypnosis that enabled the machine to 
take that person over and bid them to 
do the computers will. BOSS eventually 
got out of control, turned 


destroyed. 


megalomaniacal and in the end had to be 


used a blue crystal from the planet of 
Metebelis 3 to free Stevens, who 
destroyed BOSS in an explosion 


Invasion of the Dinosaurs 


In Invasion of the Dinosaurs, it turns out that 
prehistoric dinosaurs are being brought 
to London via a time machine in order to 
further a plan to revert London to a pre- 
technological level. Dinosaurs that are 


General Finch was an officer in 
the British Army in charge of military 
operations in London when it was 
evacuated due to dinosaurs appearing. 
He was secretly working with Sir 
Charles Grover on Operation Golden 
Age but was eventually exposed by the 
Doctor and arrested. 


Professor Whitaker was a British 
scientist who developed a working time 
travel theory. He applied for a 
government grant, but was turned 
down. He later worked with Sir Charles 
Grover on Operation Golden Age, but 


their plans were exposed by the Doctor, 
When Grover activated Whitaker's time 


machine, it sent them to an unknown 
point in the past. 
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Sir Charles Grover was a 
strongly pro-environmentalist 
politician. He was made the Minister 
with Special Powers when dinosaurs 
began appearing in London. He was 
secretly the head of Operation Golden 
Age, and sabotaged the Doctor's and 
UNIT's efforts to resolve the crisis. 
When he was exposed, he activated 
Professor Whitaker's time machine, 
sending them to an unknown point in 
the past. 


Operation Golden Age was 


masterminded by Sir Charles Grover. In 


the first stage, Prof. Whitaker used his 


time scoop to bring forward prehistoric 
monsters to clear the streets of London. 


This became known as the Dinosaur 
Invasion, Then, Grover and Whitaker 
planned to roll time back, and return 
Earth to an age when it was yet 
unspoiled by pollution and 
technology. Grover had recruited 


volunteers, dubbed the ‘People’, and had 
tricked them into believing they were on 


a spaceship en route to another planet, 
New Earth. The People were supposed 


to become the occupants of New Earth, 


which would have been in reality the 
‘old’ Earth after time had been rolled 
back. 


Robot 


After dealing with the events of the 
Operation Golden Age crisis, it was some 
time before UNIT became directly 
involved in another threat to Britain and 
the world. This time the threat would 
come from a group called Think Tank and 
a robot that would grow thirty feet in size. 


Professor J.P. Kettlewell was an idealistic, 
elderly scientist interested in alternative 
technologies — he wanted to stop 
pollution, He was the creator of the giant 
robot, K-!, used by the Scientific Reform 
Society (of which he was secretly a 
member), to blackmail the world into 
surrendering under the threat of starting 
World War Three. When Kettlewell 
discovered that Miss Winters intended to 
carry out her threats, he rebelled and was 
inadvertently killed by his robot. 


Miss Hilda Winters was the Director of 
Think Tank. She and her assistant, 
Jellicoe, were also in charge of 
the secret Scientific Reform 
Society. They used Professor 
Kettlewell's Giant Robot and the 
threat of starting World War 
Three to blackmail the world into 


The KI Robot was 
an eight-feet tall 


erimental prototype robot built by Professor 


Think Tank, officially the 
National Institute for Advanced 
Scientific Research, was a scientific 
institute located in England and headed 
by Hilda Winters. The institute 
specialised in studying advanced 
sciences, including robotics, which was 
headed by Professor J.P. Kettlewell. 
Most of Think Tank's members were 
part of the Scientific Reform Society 
(SRS), a fringe organization chat 
eventually wanted to rule the world and 
change it according to their views. They 
used the robot to steal the destructor 
codes for the nuclear missiles of the 
United States, China and Russia and 
were going to launch the missiles unless 
the world agreed to their terms. 


surrendering, but were thwarted by the 
Fourth Doctor. Miss Winters was 
eventually arrested by the Brigadier and 
Sarah Jane Smith. 


exp 


Zygons are humanoid-like 
creatures with lumpy orange-colored 
skins and covered in suckers that made 
them look like sea creatures. Zygons 
are rather militaristic in outlook, brutal 
and are physically quite strong. They 
can easily strangle or break the neck 
of humans. Zygons also possess shape 


changing powers. Zygons have dark 
red blood and speak in a gurgling 


Article 


has set up a temporary HQ in the Scottish 
village of Tulloch. The attacks are the 
work of a huge cyborg, the Skarasen, 
controlled by a group of aliens called 
Zygons whose spaceship lies at the 
bottom of Loch Ness. 


The Seeds of Doom 


UNIT’s involvement in the case of 
Harrison Chase and the Krynoids was 
primarily limited to battling the Krynoids 
which were a bulky, mobile plant species 
covered in tentacles. They have a much 
undefined anatomy with no front or back. 
Though they have a high tolerance to the 
cold, high temperatures can damage 
them. Krynoids can grow incredibly 
quickly, easily growing larger then a house 
in a few hours. Though they require 
animal proteins while they are young, they 
can survive on normal photosynthesis 
later in life. They also don't need roots to 
gather nitrogen and can gather nitrogen 
directly from the air. 


Battlefield 


The next alien threat in 
which UNIT is involved is 
when a UNIT convoy, 
under the command of 
Brigadier Winifred 
Bambera, runs into 
difficulties near Lake 


Kettlewell. The robot was made out of a ‘living metal’, 
developed by Kettlewell, which could grow with the 
robot. The robot was intended to eventually replace 

humans in difficult and dangerous tasks, including mining 

operations, activities involving radioactive material and 
thousands of other tasks. Though the robot was very 


whisper. Vortigern. Lying on the 
bottom of the lake is a 
spaceship from another 
dimension containing the 
body of King Arthur and his 


sword, Excalibur. When 


The Skarasen appears to be an 
extremely large amphibian-like 
dinosaur covered in very thick lizard- 
like skin armour. It has large, sharp 


big, it was adept at manipulating small devices; and could teeth that can chew through solid Ancelyn, a knight from the 
even operate the disintegrator gun that it was given by steel. It is actually a cyborg creature [J other dimension, arrives 
Think Tank. The KI Robot had been programmed with created by the Zygons and used to on Earth to aid the King, he 


Kettlewell’s brain patterns and was able to think and 
reason. The robot's prime directive was to help, assist 
and not harm human life; however this directive was 
able to be overwritten so that the SRS (Scientific Reform 


guard their ship. is followed by his rival 
Mordred, and the latter's 


mother, a powerful sorceress named 


Terror of the 


disintegrated. 


Society) could use K! for its own ends. When the 
Brigadier attempted to destroy the robot with the 
disintegrator gun, the energy from the gun caused the 
robot to grow to gigantic proportions. The Doctor, 
having created a metal virus that Kettlewell also 
discovered, took a bucket of the liquid and, riding in 
Bessie, splashed the robot with the virus. It ate away at 
the robot until it returned to its normal size and 


Zygons 


The Doctor, Sarah and 
Harry return to Earth 
in response to the 
Brigadier’s summons. 
UNIT is investigating a 
series of attacks on 
North Sea oil rigs and 


Morgaine. When a battle breaks out 
between UNIT and Morgaine’s men, 
Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart is called out 
of retirement to assist with the crisis, 
especially when it's revealed chat the 
Doctor is involved. 


Mordred was the son of Morgaine and a 
formidable knight and a skilled 


swordsman. He was responsible for killing 
Ancelyn’s fiance, after which Ancelyn 
swore revenge. At some point after the 
Battle of Camlann, in which King Arthur 
was killed, Mordred crossed from his own 
world to the Earth by unknown means. 
Once he had crossed dimensions, he 
summoned his mother there as well, using 
a magical ritual and a sword that he called 
“brother to Excalibur”. 


Morgaine — also known as The Sunkiller, 
Dominator of the Thirteen Worlds, and 
Battle Queen of the S'rax = was a 
powerful sorceress from another 
dimension who did battle with King 
Arthur and Merlin. Morgaine had a strong 
sense of honour. She became enraged 
when, by reading a tombstone, she 
discovered her son, Mordred, had misled 
them and they had 

fought on the enemy's Rpt am, 
soil without proper Sontarans 
respect for the dead. J2re humanoids 
She had incredible 
powers, being able to 
control people and 
cure blindness. 


The Destroyer, the 
Lord of Darkness and 
Eater of Worlds, was a 
horned demon 
summoned by 
Morgaine to aid in her 
conquest of the world. 
He was a highly 
dangerous entity, and 
even Morgaine was hesitant to release 
him. He was bound in silver, to which he 
had vulnerability. He was able to destroy 
matter with a green energy and could also 
teleport. The Destroyer planned to 
devour the Earth, though the Brigadier did 
apparently kill him by shooting him with 
silver bullets. The Destroyer exploded 
with a green fire, destroying Morgaine’s 
castle and knocking out che Brigadier. 


The Sontaran Stratagem/The 
Poison Sky 


UNIT next had to deal with the 
mysterious ATMOS devices that had been 
installed in cars around the world. 


with large, bulbous heads and 
short stocky bodies. They have 
grey-brown skin and deep-set 
features. Sontarans generally have 
three digits on each hand (two 
fingers and a thumb). They 
reproduce by cloning, meaning 
that they are nearly identical to 
each other. Sontarans have great 
strength and resilience in gravity 
environments lower to that of 
their home world, Sontar. 


The Atmospheric Omission System 
(ATMOS) was a device created by the 
Sontarans in their plan to convert Earth 
into a cloning planet in 2009. ATMOS 
devices were able to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions to zero and could be 
threaded through every make of car. It 
also included a computer system at the 
dashboard which could not be disabled. 
There were seventeen factories 
worldwide. ATMOS devices were sold 
by Luke Rattigan’s company under the 
guise that ATMOS was his own invention 
even though it was decades ahead of Earth 
technology of the time. 
All of the cars in the UK 
were fitted with them 
and after going 
worldwide ATMOS 
existed in 400,000,000 
cars. When it first came 
onto the market UNIT 
suspected ATMOS 
might be alien in origin, 
but their investigations 
turned up nothing until 
fifty-two simultaneous 
deaths occurred involving 
ATMOS-fitted cars. They 
called for the Doctor's 
help and, through his 
investigations, discovered 
that the Sontarans 
intended to use the cars as 
weapons to release clone 
feed into the armosphere, 
thus converting Earth into 
a cloning world. All 
ATMOS devices were disabled when the 
Sontarans were defeated, 


Sarah Jane Adventures: Enemy 
of the Bane 


Mrs Wormwood was the lead Bane, 
second only to the Bane Mother, in the 
Bane's invasion of Earth. She oversaw the 
distribution of Bubble Shock! and when 
she was blamed for the failure of the 
invasion she was cast out of the Bane 
Kindred, who then attempted to eat her 
alive as punishment. She fled and made an 
alliance with the disgraced Sontaran 
Commander Kaagh. The pair set out to find 
one of two halves of Horath’s identity. Mrs 
Wormwood kidnapped Gita Chandra at 
her work to draw Sarah Jane's attention and 
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ask for her help in retrieving the other half. 


Commander Kaagh the Slayer was attached 
to the Tenth Sontaran Battle Fleet's Special 
Assault Squad. He was the lone survivor of a 
failed invasion of Earth by the Sontarans in 
2009 (see The Sontaran Stratagem/The Poison 
Sky). 


Major Cal Kilburne was a UNIT officer. He 
wanted to debrief Sir Lethbridge-Stewart 
after his mission to Peru. Kilburne tried to 
stop Sarah Jane Smith from leaving the Black 
Archive with the Tunguska Scroll. He then 
went to find Sarah Jane but instead Gita 
Chandra found him and he told her that he 
was Sarah Jane's long lost nephew. When 
Sarah Jane returned back home it turned 
out that Kilburne was in fact a member of 
the Bane Kindred posing as a UNIT officer. 
He atracked Sarah Jane and her friends but 
was shot with a knock-out dart by the 
Brigadier when he revealed his cane had a 
hidden gun. 


The Bane is an alien species 
who attempted to conquer Earth in 
secret, The Bane children were large, 
beige, vaguely cephalopod-like 
creatures. They have seven 
ambulatory tentacles — three on each 
side and another on their end. They 
have a large, single eye on their head 
and rings of tentacles around their 
mouths. There were pads on the 
undersides of their seven tentacles 
which allowed them to walk across 
ceilings and floors, and a turtle-like 
shell on the 
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A Yeti in Tooting Bec 


Grant Bull 
whotopo 


What makes Earth-based threats so much more frightening? 
Grant Bull investigates. 
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Monsters, scares and the bizarre have 
always been the appeal of Doctor Who, 
encouraged by that magical ability to 
travel anywhere in space and time. Where 
the events take place on far-off uncharted 
planets there are still scares, but there is 
always that comfort that it is happening 
somewhere far away in unknown 
surroundings. Like hearing of problems in 
different countries, there is that shock 
and concern but that is calmed by the fact 
that you may not be directly 
affected by these events. 


However, when the action is 
brought to Earth things seem 
just a litthe scarier; it's an 
invasion of the viewer's 
comfort zone. All of a sudden 
the action is taking place in 
places known or familiar to 
them; innocent humans are 
being attacked or killed and 
not a random alien. Sights 
well known to the viewer are 
now the subject of invasion 
and chaos; it adds a whole 
new layer of fear to the 
‘watching from behind the 
sofa’ discomfort. 


Although Earth had been the 
subject of threat and attack 
prior to the Third Doctor's 
tenure, it was his era that 
brought the most advances 
(although he might have lost 
that crown by now to the 
Tenth Doctor!) Set in a near- 
enough modern day (was it 
the 1970s or 80s?!... that’s a 
totally different article!) 
backdrop we see the Third 
Doctor exiled to Earth by his 
own people, the Time Lords. 
Teaming up with UNIT as their Scientific 
Advisor under the watchful but friendly 
eye of Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart, we 
see the Doctor foil many an alien 
challenge. 


The first serial alone, Spearhead from 
Space (1970), echoes all of the above, with 
the Autons’ unexpected attack on the 
human race. There are several scenes 
which will have haunted children 
following this transmission — and indeed 


some adults. The now famous scenes 
where the mannequins smash through the 
shop windows springs to mind. Then what 
followed: a devastating attack on the 
innocent humans waiting for buses and 
getting on with their everyday lives. 
Imagine the fright of a child having seen 
Spearhead to then be shopping with their 
mum and walking past those eerie, 
featureless mannequins which adorn 
many a shop window, feeling they could 


Arctack at any minute! Then later in the 
serial we see the character of Ransome 
supposedly tucked safely away in a UNIT 
tent, only for an Auton to cut through the 
tent, enter, reveal a gun in its hand and kill 
him. For a child this must have been 
terrifying; no more fun and games in their 
play tent in the garden for fear of an Auton 
ripping through it; and chen imagine their 
horror when they are told their summer 
holiday will be camping in the New Forest! 
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This is one layer of why | feel Earth-based 
Doctor Who serials are scarier than others. 
It is taking what is common to us in 
everyday life and turning it into something 
sinister and evil, | mean, if turning plastic 
into a killing machine doesn’t prove the 
point then what will! Of course, to further 
reinforce this theory we see the return of 
the Autons in Terror of the Autons (1971) 
which would strike further fear into the 
viewer. So much so that complaints and 
even a mention in Parliament 
followed this serial's 
transmission. Just think, 
policemen are billed as 
superheroes to children 
through school and media 
from a young age, and all of a 
sudden here is the idea that 
they could really be Autons in 
disguise — this must have 
literally terrorised them as 
the title suggests. Don't 
quote me on this, | haven't 
seen the statistics to prove it, 
but surely this scene in 
particular must have seen a 
rise in unreported crimes by 
children... surely?! 


Then there is that other layer, 
the sight of popular 
landmarks or normally safe 
surroundings being attacked 
or invaded by the unknown. 
The Third Doctor's tenure 
didn't include as many famous 
landmarks as we had seen 
previously. In The Dalek 
Invasion of Earth (1964), for 
example, we saw scenes of a 
desolated London and Daleks 
crossing Westminster Bridge; 
in The War Machines (1966) 
we witnessed the now iconic 
Post Office Tower; and in The Invasion 
(1968) the steps of St. Paul's were 
trodden by an army of Cybermen. And 
there are plenty of less well-known places 
as well, which would normally seem safe 
and sound, and then suddenly become 
quite the opposite. As mentioned earlier, 
the shop windows are all of a sudden a 
haven for Autons in Spearhead; the mines 
in The Green Death (1973) home to giant 
maggots; the sea in The Sea Devils (1972) 
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“There's nothing more alarming than coming 


Article 


home and finding a Yeti sitting on your loo in Tooting Bec.” 


with the Sea Devils themselves emerging 
from the depths; and even under Trafalgar 
Square tube station becomes a base of 


operations in Invasion of the 
Dinosaurs (1974). Again, all of 
these can evoke invasions on 
a young person's comfort 
zone, a trip to the beautiful 
Isle of Wight is now like 
taking your life in your hands 
for fear of Sea Devils 
emerging from the sea! 
Before Doctor Who a typical 
tourist show-cave visit to 
view the stalactites 
stalagmites was safe, But now 
it’s running the high risk of 
bumping into the Silurians 
wanting to take back what 
was once theirs! These 
examples may seem a little 
extreme, but to a child these 
thoughts would go racing 
through their mind because 
the action is taking place in 
places they could end up in... 
it could be them! 


Let’s now think about the 
innocent people involved, 
consider those working or 
others just going about their 
own business when the alien 
advances/attacks begin. 
Those miners, for example, 
in The Green Death. Haven't 
they had enough to deal with 
in their working lives with 


strikes etc, without giant 
maggots invading their 
workspace? What about 


Ransome (again — he really 
isn’t a very lucky chap!) in 
Spearhead, who returns to 
his workplace after a leave of 
absence to find the business 
now part-run by people 
under the control 


and ; 


of the Nestene 
Consciousness. His services are no longer 
required and he is out on his ear, the poor 
man probably has a family to feed... that’s 
real-life drama right there! Imagine a child 
watching who's father works in a dolls 


factory like Ransome. Now he has the fear 
of his father’s workplace being subject to 
takeover by Autons wanting a base of 


to them maki 


operations, added to his friends finding 
out his dad makes dolls for a living! 


Then there are those working in the 
advances in nuclear technology as seen in 
The Silurians. As if working with nuclear 


power isn't enough of a risk, they are 
doing it with an alien race living next door 


ng deals with the man at the 
top... it brings a whole new 
meaning to the phrase ‘job 
security’! Finally, spare a 
thought for those poor 
residents of Devil's End in 


Wiltshire as seen in The 
Daemons (1972). Maybe 
they should have been 


warned — given the name of 
their little village — but the 
appearance of Bok is just a 
little too close for comfort. 
All of these people and the 
countless others | could 
have used as examples could 
be the viewer or the 
viewer's father or mother 
(in the case of the younger 
viewer). These attacks are 
taking place on their planet, 
our home, Earth and these 
people are unsuspectingly 
going about their lives just 
like the viewer, until they 
are thrown into chaos and 
beyond. 


Sure there are many 
adventures that match or 
even better the Doctor's 
time on Earth as far as 
scares go, but there is that 
homely, understanding feel 
to these serials. Something 
that doesn’t quite sit the 
same whilst watching the 
Doctor on another planet 
such as, let's say... 
Metebelis 3 (when he finally 
gets there!). That planet is 
naturally alien to us. It isn't 
our home; it isn't what we 
are used to or from where 
we are currently watching 


the good Doctor. As the great jon 
Pertwee said himself... 


“There's nothing more alarming than 
coming home and finding a Yeti sitting on 
your loo in Tooting Bec,” 
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John Levene & Jez Strickley 
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UNIT stalwart John Levene speaks with Jez Strickley in this 
exclusive, in-depth interview 
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Berween 1968 and 1975 Doctor Who 
regularly played witness to the derring-do 
of UNIT, 


extraordinaire and defenders of che Earth 


alien-investigators 


no bess. Led by the incomparable Brigadier 
Lethbridge-Stewart, the UNIT team was 
populated by some of the series’ best- 
loved supporting characters; and driven 
by a production team headed 
by two of the leading lights of 
Who, Barry Letts and 
Terrance Dicks. The names of 
the cast and crew during this 
period have steadily woven 
themselves into the collective 
consciousness of fandom. One 
such individual is John Levene, 
a former menswear assistant 
and acting extra, who found 
himself charged with a role 
which, unbeknownst to him, 
would become a recurring 
character for the best part of 
seven years, and an iconic 
figure in the annals of the 


series 


With Whotopia turning its 
spotlight on all things UNIT, 
we talk to John Levene and 
find out about the all-round 
gentleman and thespian who 
brought the unflappable 
Sergeant Benton to life 


Whotopia: John, before 
tackling your iconic 
UNIT alter ego, let’s 
talk about your life pre- 
Who. First up, your 
childhood was spent in 
West Harnham, a 
village in deepest, 
darkest Wiltshire. Over 
the years you've had the 
chance to sarmple life 
outside of England’s splendid 
West Country, including 
emigrating to sunny California. 
But are you still a Wiltshire lad at 
heart! 


John Levene: Well, Jez, the answer to that 
is that twenty-five years ago | would have 
said “no”, because you have a feeling that 
you should leave your past, to create a 


new future. So yes, | did leave it behind for 
a while. I'd like to apologise to any 
Wiltshire people for this, bur | 
consciously changed my accent, though 
now I'm told that it has hardly changed at 
all. | had to get rid of a bit of the dialect 
because back then, acting parts would 
have been limited. So in answering your 


question, Jez, | moved to California 


because | fell deeply in love with an 
American woman named Jennifer, and | 


remain so to this day, It's extraordinary 
living in a country other than your own. It 
never feels the same, as I've referred to in 
my blogs, but that is not a complaint 
These are purely observations from a 
middle-of-the-road Englishman living in 
another country, no different than if you 
went to live in Paris for six months you 
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would come home with the differences it 
created in you, more than negatives or 
positives, Yes | am still a Wiltshire boy at 
heart. | notice the values | learned then 
are, rightfully or wrongfully, still with me 
Now in my middle years, if | were to be 
totally honest, | do wish to return to 
Great Britain 
travelling a quarter of the globe, living in 


Thirty-four years of 


some major cities and some 
smaller ones, on land and at sea, 
it is extraordinary how beautiful 
Salisbury is beginning to look 
again. If the right jobs for my wife 
and myself arose, | would be 
home so soon, my feet wouldn't 
touch the ground. This is not to 
say that America has not been 
good to me, it’s simply that the 
heart belongs where the heart 
belongs, and not many of us can 
fight the fight with our own 


heart. 


W: Growing up in post- 
war Britain your 
formative years were 
shaped by a nation doing 
its level best to return to 
more normal times. 
What's your abiding 
memory of that austere 
period, and how much 
influence do you think it 
has had on your adult life? 


JL: It was a simple life for young 
John Woods (my real name), 
born at the beginning of the 
Second World War, with my 
father away at that war, So we 
grew up as most children did at 
that time, a bit hungry, usually 
cold, with not a lot going on 
other than trying to just keep 
day-to-day together, rather like 
the poor people of Iraq are 
doing today. Though food was always 
short, as in the movies, my mother would 
always manage to pull together something 
for us, which is why, to this day, | dislike 
the taste of swede and turnip, because 
that was pretty much all we had. Things 
got a little berrer when my father got 
home. Still, | remember growing up in fear 
of my father, because you heard they'd 
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been to war, and in my father's case, he 
shot down seven German war planes in 
the line of duty. | also wondered why my 
mum and dad were so distant when he 
came back, and why he was so cold to me, 
when movies always showed it so 
differently. | had no clue as to who he was 
or what he was doing in our home. 


How much influence has this sort of 
upbringing had on my life? | would say 100 
per cent. So austere it was, so bad, and yet 
remember most of the time we were not 
aware of what was causing it, until one day 
when | was approximately three, the sky 
over my home at the time, the village of 
West Harnham, went dark with 
warplanes which were gathered to join in 
the fight against this deadly enemy who 
would have eaten the whole world up if 
little Mr Great Britain hadn't stood quite 
so firm. | am proud of that, naturally. Who 
wouldn't be? 


Now that | have been through a few of 
life's crises, which happen to everyone, 
young, old, middle-aged, | have come to 
learn that some of the arrogance that is 
trapped in man is bullshit, actually. It's 
pure bullshit. Though we are all children 
of our time, we all have to learn and 
change, because we live well beyond the 
time we were born into. Sometimes this 
learning curve can be quite severe, 
sometimes we must drop long-held 
assumptions because we find they were 
completely wrong, or at least do not apply 
to today. My frugality has never left, and 
Jeni fortunately feels the same way as | do. 
We eat every scrap of food. We do not 
like to waste anything, save for the 
occasional missed expiration date, We do 
not take holidays we cannot afford (do 
people actually borrow money to take a 
trip?), nor have we credit cards to spend 
money we haven't earned yet. This is 
definitely a result of my upbringing, and 
my mother's teaching. 


Yes, it was what many people would call a 
hard life, but time moves on, situations 
change, and there are plenty of good 
things that happened in-between the bad. 
Children are remarkably resilient and will 
find ways of finding adventures. I'm not 


going to fall into the trap of saying “you 


kids just don’t know how good you've got 
it” because, frankly, | don’t think you have 
it too good atall. 


W: At 21 you left home for the 
bright lights of London, on the 
very cusp of the Swinging Sixties. 
How did you find moving to a 
major city after being raised in 
more rural surroundings? Were 
you ever tempted to go back to 
Wiltshire? 


JL: No. Apart from the last seven to fifteen 
years, | was never tempted to go back to 
Wiltshire, because once you become an 
actor, you tend to never go home. | was 
married at the time, and it was just one of 
those sad, Sixties marriages; it never 
should have happened. My ex-wife, if she 
were ever to read this (| doubt it very 
much) would agree, in essence, it was 
fifty-fifty; we both did as much damage as 
the other. A divorce in the Sixties, with 
someone like me who seemed to be very 
awkward at the multiple pulling game (| 
suppose is the phrase). | didn’t fit the 
Sixties very well. | wasn't hip, | didn't go 
out partying, | was a very shy young man. | 
made my friends laugh, and thought 
“wow, here’s a way out of my shyness”, 
but | didn’t actually go to the bright lights 
of London. | actually went to a place way 
outside the big city, in a place called 
Southfields, in Wandsworth, | was with 
my wife and our daughter, Samantha, and 
later our son, Jason, so there wasn't time 
for the bright lights. Even if | wanted to go 
up there on my own, if | could get over my 
intense shyness, | would have been 
wracked with guilt because we didn’t have 
the money for it. One round at the 
gambling table, one night in a bar, and a 
man like me would be broke for a month. 
Being aware of my class, the lower class, 
saved my life, If | hadn't had the common 
sense of my mother and the intense 
awareness of body language from my 
father, it would have been difficult to 
survive. So much for the Swinging Sixties. 


Have | ever been tempted to go back to 
Wiltshire? Right now, right this very 
second, and for the last six years, | have 
wanted to go back to Wiltshire so badly. If 
| had not been married | would have gone 


Interview 


back by now, but at the moment Jennifer's 
job and education are keeping us where 
we are. 


W: Your entry into the acting 
business is well-known. Whilst 
working in a men’s clothes store 
you were talked into becoming 
an actor by no less a legend than 
Hollywood icon Telly Savalas. 
Can you talk us through the 
moment you first met him? What 
was he doing in London? Were 
you at all doubtful about whether 
you could break into professional 
acting? 


JL: Well, | suppose | was about nineteen or 
even twenty-three (it’s all a bit fuzzy now), 
and | was working in an expensive 
menswear shop called Hope Brothers, 
and | was working there after | left the 
small Channel island of Jersey, which is 
between France and England. | had gone 
to London because | was not happy being 
held in by the constraints of a small island 
only ten miles by six, where they only 
grew tomatoes and new potatoes (which 
to this day, | have to add, | have never 
tasted better! If you get the chance to try 
them, please take the opportunity). ! 
always liked working at a menswear shop, 
and always liked to dress smartly. That 
was mainly to do with my father. One of 
the positives about my father is this: when 
he came back from the war, he was 
shaken, disturbed, a little frightened, and | 
imagine with his ego riding high, because 
though we thought at that time we won 
the war, history shows that Germany 
actually lost ir, It is an unquestionable fact 
(though it was our perseverance and 
sacrifice that held them back long enough 
to falter). 


So in London, | dressed how | wanted to, | 
loved putting on a suit and polishing my 
shoes every night. | got on the #14 bus in 
Putney, went over the Putney Bridge, 
went through the fascinating parts of 
London, and worked in the shop, One 
Saturday, to my absolute amazement, in 
walked Kojak [Telly Savalas’ titular role], 
this magnificent character from 
Hollywood television and movies, and |! 
couldn't believe it. There had been 
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celebrities in the shop before, and also 
walking up and down the street in this 
expensive shopping area. What was it like 
serving him? Absolute knockout. | went 
up to him and said “Mr. Savalas, | know 
who you are, and it would be my pleasure 
to serve you. Welcome to Hope 
Brothers.” He was charming. | sold him a 
Burberry raincoat; | think it was a 46 Long 
(or Medium) in the classic colour, and 
three very expensive cashmere pullovers 
(blue, black, and another colour | don't 
remember). | asked what he was doing 
there. Remember, when a movie is being 
made, the average person doesn't know 
about it until the ads come out telling you 
it will be released very soon. He said he 
was doing The Dirty Dozen at Pinewood, 
with Lee Marvin (one of my favourites). 


So yes, serving him, wrapping up his stuff, 
loving it, shaking his hand, and then he said 
something that | would never expect to 
hear. You hear this from famous actors 
sometimes in Hollywood, but you never 
hear it in England, because extras just 
very, very rarely make it to the limelight. 
He said to me, “You know, John, you've 
got a great face, you speak well”, and went 
on to say that they'd had a mishap on one 
of the scenes; one of the stuntmen 
involved was injured. They wanted to 
resume shooting on Monday, and invited 
me to come down to replace the 
stuntman. So | decided to get on the train 
to the studio, which was quite a distance, 
and when | got there | realised they were 
making The Dirty Dozen, which remains 
to this day one of the greatest World War 
Two films made in the seventies. When | 
got there, well, it didn't work. He was on 
set and couldn't be reached at the number 
he gave, and the guard at the gate didn’t 
believe me. So | ended up not seeing him 
and having to leave, very disappointed. 


About two weeks after that, Joe Baker, 
who was one of the great comedians in 
England, came into the shop, and | made 
him laugh. | told him about Telly Savalas, 
and Mr Baker was very complimentary 
about him. He also agreed that | had a face 
that might make it in show business, so he 
referred me to an agent, the Denton De 
Gray Agency. Within three days of joining 
the agency | became one of the most- 


worked extras in the Denton De Gray 
agency. | got so much work that whenever 
| walked into an audition, the others 
would say “Oh, Levene's here, we might 
as well go”. Before | knew it, | ended up 
doing everything. It was wonderful. 
Douglas Camfield, Barry Letts and a few 
others noticed me, and | started getting 
bigger roles, and it all led up to the part of 
Set. Benton. 


It really was a nice moment, so that's 
when | began to seek out an acting career. 
It is a tough job, You might as well seek to 
become the President of the United 
States. Having said that, if you have it in 
your blood, if you are signed up for it in 
your soul and your heart, and if the 
experiences you have had in theatre or 
watching shows, or reading lines, presses 
your button, then go for it, but expect 
poverty, expect getting to forty years old 
and being lost, realising you haven't a 
pension, expect all the things that 98 per 
cent of all actors get — and | am the same 
now. | do get a pension, from the other 
jobs | did in the past, but it is so small, it 
would only buy a bottle of wine and a very 
nice meal for four people, and that would 
be my pension gone for the month. So life 
has changed, but | immersed myself in my 
Doctor Who connection. | have never had 
anything so wonderful. When | first met 
Jeni, she was a fan of Doctor Who, although 
wasn't familiar with my era, but we fell in 
love across a crowded room at a Doctor 
Who convention, and it was so romantic. 
That we're still together is a testament to 
the luck that Doctor Who brought me. 


W: Your acting CV reads like a 
veritable encyclopaedia of classic 
British television. Series like 
Callan, Adam Adamant Lives! and 
Softly Softly to name but three. 
What was it like to play such a 
variety of acting parts? Did you 
miss playing so many roles when 
you embarked upon a regular 
stint in Doctor Who! 


Ju: Well, yes. My IMDb does look 
impressive, but that shows how hard | 
worked. | worked my tail off to make sure 
that when | wore a suit, or whatever 
scene | did, | would make sure that | knew 
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every movement and | always jumped for 
the fights. Every time | heard the director 
say “We're going to need...” | would say 
“I'll do itt”, rather like the wonderful 
character of Corporal Jones in Dad's 
Army, “I'll volunteer for that, sir!". | 
couldn’t wait! | came to be noticed by 
Derek Ware, who is a wonderful stunt 
organiser/stunt double, and he had his 
own stunt company called Havoc. | loved 
those men, So it did look very impressive, 
didn't it? 


| loved the varied roles, because of course 
it gave me the thrill of what | thought 
acting was about, but do remember | was 
a still nervous person by then, and some 
of the parts | worried because | thought 
they were too challenging. | didn’t think | 
could do them and I suffered greatly at the 
pure fear of being chastised and put down 
(as | was with my father) in front of people 
that | hardly knew, over something that | 
didn’t know too much about. So many 
people are told off and broken by 
teachers, parents, even their closest 
friends, when they misinterpret 
something that other people find so 
obvious. Still, playing the other roles was 
wonderful, but when Doctor Who came 
along, they became less and less, and | 
didn’t miss the bigger parts. Still | found 
out that | was being considered for bigger 
parts, 


So, did | miss the other roles? Yes and no. 
Because the marriage had gone bad, my 
son and | had fallen out, and life became 
unbearable. It all sapped my energy and 
my acting was suffering because of it. | 
couldn't concentrate. It was fortunate |! 
had a role where | was basically playing 
myself, and my excellent memory for 
scripts saw me through even when | 
couldn't focus. | was also in a place where 
the camaraderie of cast and crew created 
a caring, enjoyable atmosphere. In many 
ways, my stint in Doctor Who was the 
miracle in my life. 


W: You once made an 
appearance in an episode of 
Gerry Anderson’s UFO as an 
interceptor pilot. Can you tell us 
anything about this? How did you 
get the part? Did you get to meet 
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any of the regular cast, or Gerry 
and Sylvia Anderson? Was there 
any chance of this becoming 
regular work or was it strictly a 


one-off appearance? 


JL: Well, sadly it was a one-off appearance, 
but what a wonderful one-off appearance 
it was. | met the gorgeous Gabrielle 
Drake, the lady with the purple hair. She 
was stunningly beautiful. She gave me a lift 
home once, and | was like a little puppy. 


She was very kind to me, very decent, and 


we talked about all the normal things. She 
saw | was a nervous young man, and | 
appreciate that she bothered to befriend 
me for that brief period. | enjoyed the lift 
home, | enjoyed the company. What a 
lovely role | got to play in the show, too. | 
got it because | played a monster in 
another show that has slipped out of my 
memory, but all | do know is that we were 
painted green. | had helped someone out 
with something, and Sylvia Anderson saw 
and liked my good manners, so she said 
she would keep me in mind if anything 
came up. Sure enough my agent called and 
told me | got a part in UFO. | got on well 
with everybody, mainly because | wasn't 
flirting with the leading ladies, which is 
something many young actors cause 
trouble doing. 


W: I'd like to think that good 
manners can take you a long way 
and your career is a case in point. 
But did you find that some 
people were less than well- 
mannered? How did you handle 
them? 


JL: As in all walks of life and in all 
professions, there are the people who 
simply do not get it. They simply do not 
know that civility, decency, a sense of 
achievement, a desire for some form of 
creative completion to our lives, enhance 
your life and make the workplace 
bearable, and contribute to a far greater 
good than can be achieved by tearing 
down others to build up your own 
fortress. Rudeness adds nothing to the 
world. It makes everyone uncomfortable 
and brings the tone of everything down, 
So you ask me how | deal with that? | took 
a tip from Jon Pertwee and use humour to 


defeat their arrogance, or at least convey 
my anger at their lack of thought and the 
pain which their discourse causes. 
Fortunately for me, it nearly always 
works. Humour, and making them face 
what they are, providing it's done 
correctly, can be a great antidote to these 
killers of kindness and communication, So 
to that end, | escape nearly all of those 
dreadful encounters. So | am very happy 


to be positive on chat subject. Just let 
them get on with it. They always pay in the 
end, and the payment is nearly always alot 
bigger than they anticipated. 


W: Given a choice, do you prefer 
to play the lead role or a 
supporting part? What is it about 
acting that you most like and 
dislike? 


JU I'll make this brief because the answers 
could be endless. To start with, | was 
always happier supporting because | never 
dreamt | would get the lead. That's really, 
in one way, not to do with my lack of self- 
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confidence, it’s because | wasn't a bloody 
good actor. | was bloody good at playing 
Benton because it was the right part, for 
the right man, at the right time. There are 
several parts that just fit certain actors. | 
was happier in supporting roles because | 
would have been nervous in the lead role, 
apart from in Wartime, because we had a 
lot of good people, including Nick Briggs, 
who is thriving in the Doctor Who 
universe (acting in the new show and 
running Big Finish). 


| would never have been a good theatre 
touring actor. | would not want to leave 
Jeni on her own for four months, but it 
also doesn’t suit me as a job. | am a 
homebody, and | have no problem stating 
that. This is not just because of my age. ! 
suppose, really, I'm a little trepidatious 
out in society, | don't like crowds, 
drunken clubs, or busy sports arenas. ! do 
like going to the odd concert, and will be 
going to a few this year. I'm very happy 
with small gatherings of friends. Not too 
many dislikes about acting, apart from the 


: odd part that one doesn’t enjoy, such as 


when | acted opposite Timothy Dalton in 
Austria, called Permission to Kill, starring 
Dirk Bogarde and Eva Gardner. | played a 
character who was to do a gay scene 
opposite Timothy Dalton, and | just 
couldn't bring myself to undress, get into 
bed with him, and kiss him. | had to tell the 
director that | didn't think I was that deep 
an actor. | basically gave up acting after 
that. 


W: Would you say that some 
acting parts go a step too far in 
terms of what is expected of the 
actor concerned? 


JL: | cannot accurately answer this 
question, as my acting ability rarely, if 
ever, put me fair and square into this 
situation, When | see what some actors 
do, | admit | shudder at the thought of it 
having to have been me. What | think we 
must not forget, though, is that some 
actors, De Niro, Streep, and a handful of 
others, can plumb the depths of what the 
director requires of them, thus making 
the audience sometimes uncomfortable 
because of the fear of us having to do that 
ourselves. So in answer to your question, | 
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think creativity is creativity, 
entertainment is now so easy to make, 
buy, and watch, if there are any limits, | do 
not know what they are. | don't recognise 
them anymore. There are some subjects 
I've seen in features that disgust me, 
mainly in the horror genre, but they make 
money. So it really is down to the 
individual actor, and that silent contract 
he signs with his soul when he accepts the 
part offered by the producer/ director / 
movie company. As anyone in show 
business knows, who has had the good 
fortune of being given a fabulous part, one 
can see how easy it would be to sell your 
soul. For some I'm sure that's easy. For 
many, however, I'm sure it is not. As | 
heard once, your soul cannot be taken 
from you, you have to give it. To each his 
own. Still, thank God for those that dare, 
for without them, we would have no-one 
to follow or admire. | hope this answers 
your question. 


W: Your earliest taste of actingin 
Doctor Who was as a Yeti in the 
1968 classic The Web of Fear, 
directed by Douglas Camfield. 
Later the same year Camfield 
cast you in the role of Corporal 
Benton in The Invasion. Buried 
under layers of Yeti costume, 
were you aware that you'd made 
an impression on Camfield during 
the course of your début 
performance? How did he 
encourage you to take on the 
part of Benton? 


JL: Well, this was one of the magic 
moments in my life. | was aware at the 
time that | was working very, very hard as 
an extra, having been an extra in many 
classic series. What happened is that one 
day, one of the other young men in the 
Yeti costume was claustrophobic, and he 
had approached me thinking, wrongly so, 
that | was a friend of Douglas Camfield’s, 
Douglas was such a regarded and revered 
director at the BBC that one tended to 
stand back whenever he walked in the 
room, | went up to Douglas in the lunch 
hour and told him that one of the other 
men was a bit scared of the 
claustrophobia of the costume. We had a 
major scene coming up, when all the Yetis 


died, and we all had to fall on the studio 
floor. He asked if | would be the Yeti 
foreman and keep him informed of any 
other problems that any of the other 
walk-ons have with the difficult job in the 
Yeti costume. So | became the Yeti 
foreman, and to this day | remember what 
a strange title that was to have. 


Yes, he had noticed the pure energy and 
you've gathered that I've mentioned this 
in several interviews before. | always put 
everything | had into everything | did 
because | thought that was what one was 
meant to do, It wasn't until | got praised 
for being so conscientious that | realised 
how many extras or walk-on artists put 
very little, if anything, into the work that 
they were doing. So this, | imagine, is what 
made me stand out from the crowd. After 
the other actor, who was originally 
chosen to be the series regular, was late 
to location three days running, and maybe 
one or two studio days, that actor was 
fired and Douglas called me to his office 
which was then, | believe, in Shepherd's 
Bush Green. | went along for the 
interview, not quite knowing what it 
would be. He then gave me two pages of a 
script from what was then another very 
famous police show, which | ended up 
doing about twenty episodes of later, 
which was called Z Cars. That is when | 
realised | had come to the attention of 
Douglas through my pure hard work, and 
because | was always punctual. To this day 
| am always punctual, if not early. | like to 
joke that | get to funerals before people 
die. That is, in essence, what | have done 
all my life. When my wife and | go to the 
airport to go to England, we get there five 
hours early to make sure we are the first 
in line. Once you've booked your cases in, 
it is easy to sit around and read for five 
hours, but if you cut it closer and get stuck 
in the inevitable traffic on the way to the 
Los Angeles airport, you can cause 
yourself all kinds of strain and trouble. It 
just makes life easier and more enjoyable. 


So what impression did | make on 
Douglas? | think it was pure 
professionalism, hard work, timeliness, 
not drinking in the workday, and never 
interfering with anyone else's work. All | 
ever did was encourage, observe and 
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learn on a daily basis. | also believe it was 
my attention to detail chat made Douglas 
eventually speak with Barry Letts, the 
executive producer, about me. To this 
day | regard those two men as the two 
people who first made my life so 
worthwhile. After that, Douglas 
encouraged me to play Benton, | must add 
here one other name that came out of the 
woodwork to help me, and that is Fraser 
Hines. When | had my first radio 
voiceover on another episode (I believe it 
was The Invasion), | felt my voice was weak 
and un-actor-ish. | hadn't bothered to 
think about the voice |, if | were the 
character, would use on the radio 
transmitter. Still, Frasier came up to me 
and told me that he, Pat Troughton, and 
Wendy Padbury, really liked me being on 
Doctor Who, and that | made them laugh. 
Knowing all these people were behind 
me, it made my future acting life seem 
possible and this experience so valuable. 


Originally there were three small Yeti 
figurines made for this episode. One is 
believed missing, one | heard recently 
belongs to someone who believes they 
may have lost it, and the third is in my 
possession. When The Web of Fear 
wrapped, the prop man was sweeping up 
at the end, and rather than throw this 
figurine away, which is what he was about 
to do (that was done in those days; they 
didn't realise how precious props would 
become in the future), he instead had 
given it to my mother, who was visiting 
me at the studio that day, My mother kept 
it and just a few years ago, she gave it back 
to me. This is what inspired me to 
produce a small story of my own, using 
this as a prop. My webmaster and | have 
shot what we hope to be a twenty-five 
minute special, as a sort of continuation of 
The Web of Fear story (or, rather, our 
tribute to it). It will likely never be shown 
by the BBC on their DVD extras, so if it 
isn't, we will approach them about having 
it just shown on my website. 


W: The newly-promoted 
Sergeant Benton became a 
recurring guest character from 
The Ambassadors of Death in 1970 
until The Android Invasion in 
1975. Did your approach to 
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playing the character change in 
any way once it became clear that 
you would be appearing in the 
series on aregular basis? 


JL This is a common misconception, the 
idea that | might have known chat | was 
becoming a regular character. Jon 
Pertwee and Katy Manning were 
contracted, because they were the stars 
of the show, and they needed to be lined 
up and available to play all the stories. For 
my part there was no contract. So you 
never knew if you were to be a regular in 
the series. If a script shows up, you are 
working. You don’t know it's your last 
show until no more scripts arrive in the 
post, Really, it's almost cruel, but it 
happens to most performers in the UK. 
Being popular in the show made up for the 
uncertainty. All the stories | wasn't in, | 
was disappointed, mostly to be away from 
the people | liked working with the most, 
given that my life at that time was in a little 
bit of a shambles, as were many marriages 
of the time 


W: Given that you were playing a 
highly recognisable character in 
an enormously popular 
programme, were you concerned 
about the possibility of becoming 
typecast? 


JL: No. This is the only good thing about 
having low self-esteem. | would always 
hope for the best, expect the worst, and 
take what comes. Perhaps it’s to do with 
being British, We're so used to having a 
place and constantly being reminded of it 
until we naturally just stay there. 


W: Jon Pertwee’s arrival as the 
Third Doctor saw UNIT become 
a fixture throughout his tenure 
and beyond into the first two 
seasons of his successor, Tom 
Baker. What was it like to 
become a regular cast member in 
a series which was rapidly 
acquiring cult status? 
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JL: The answer to this is exactly the same 
as becoming a regular or being typecast. 
You don’t know it at the time because you 
are in the middle of the storm. | read that 
Doctor Who was very popular, but there 
was also a lot of negative stuff about it in 
the press, too. Parliament were very 
angry with us when we did certain stories, 
because it frightened people (such as in 
Terror of the Autons, when the mannequins 
came to life). But you don't know you're 
ina cult series when you're in it, or at least 
not back then, So there was a time when 
we knew we were very popular, but you 
just see yourself as in a show that is 
watched by alot of people. ‘Icon’ and ‘cult 
are words that were only assigned later. 
The show was just in its youth. It didn't 
become known as a cult or iconic until it 
reached about thirty years into its 
production, and | had been out of it for a 
while by then. Now to know that | am a 
science-fiction cult icon is wonderful. You 
don’t get paid anything for the honour, 
and you don't get the keys to the city or 
anything like that, but it does mean that 


hundreds of thousands of people are 
aware of the work you did. As | enjoyed it 
so deeply and with such passion, it is a 
wonderful thing to know that the fans, to 
this day, are still interested. 


W: The fans do indeed remember 
you - and fondly so. More, | think 
I speak for fandom when I say a 
big thank you for you being so 
patient with all our questioning 
over the years. On that note, do 
you have a favourite story and, if 
so, why? 


JL: You've heard this a thousand times, but 
it's worth answering every time, When 
you're in a series, sometimes a story is a 
little off-the-wall and you think “my 
goodness, this is a little silly”; and then 
there are other stories where one of the 
actors may be a bit arrogant or want all 
the attention and you also have the 
temperament of the others you have to 
work with. So there are many reasons to 
enjoy a story or not, based on so much 
more than just the script or popularity of 
the story. The Doemons was my absolute 
favourite, but | also loved Inferno, because 
| played three different parts in it. The 
Green Death, The Three Doctors, and The 
Mind of Evil were all stories | felt | did well 
in, and enjoyed very much. 


W: Would you have liked to have 
seen the character of Benton 
have a greater involvement in 
the story lines? 


Jl: Yes, of course. Who wouldn't want 
their character to be more important to 
the show? There are not many actors 
that would say anything otherwise, | feel, 


W: Appearing in the series over 
the best part of seven years 
meant adapting to a new Doctor 
more than once. What was your 
first impression of Pertwee’s 
Doctor in comparison to the 
recently-departed Patrick 
Troughton? How did you find 
Tom Baker's interpretation in 
relation to Pertwee’s? 


JL: The interpretation of each leading man 


had to be accepted by the rest of us, 
whether we liked it or not, so we tried to 
find the best and just do our jobs. It is a 
simple thing of knowing our place. It was 
not my job to criticise how any of the 
leads chose to play their part, or how any 
director chose to bring the show 
together, or what kind of stories the 
writers crafted. Patrick Troughton played 
the clown angle, and strove to make it a 
fun experience for the viewer and for 
those working on the show. Of course, 
Jon Pertwee made it such an enjoyable 
experience, because he had dash, flair, 
style, derring-do and was warm and 
welcoming to everyone. Tom Baker took 
over and took it in his own direction, and 
that was totally acceptable because that 
what he was brought in to do. Each 
Doctor was expected to put their own 
stamp on the character, They were all 
brilliant Doctors, and it was magical to 
work with all of them, but it was just a 
litte more magical to work with Jon, 
because he was very cast-driven and all- 
encompassing. 


W: Speaking of personnel 
changes, did you notice any 
major differences between your 
time in the series when Barry 
Letts was the producer as 
opposed to when Phillip 
Hinchcliffe took over? Moreover, 
what was your first producer, 
Peter Bryant, like to work with? 


JL: Peter Bryant: marvelous, relaxed, 
lovely man, and very daring. Derek 
Sherwin, who worked with him, was very 
keen on having me in UNIT as Benton. 
Phillip Hinchcliffe was a lovely, gentle man, 
rather like a headmaster at a school, the 
kind you would have expected to attend 
Eaton and play polo and cricket. | had a 
great respect for him because he had a 
great respect for the actors and everyone 
else working with him. Barry Letts had 
that something special, the empathy, the 
producer's, director's and actor's eye (as 
he has been all of those things). One thing 
that very few fans know is that he was in 
Scott of the Antarctic, one of my favourite 
films from my youth, He had most of his 
part cut out, which is something that sadly 
happens to all actors in their careers. | 
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also remember him from a few other 
films, He always was so keen on looking at 
the good side of life. Most of the stories 
that came from him in Doctor Who were to 
do with the human race trying to destroy 
and others trying to stop them and make 
the world better. His beliefs were evident 
in all his stories, and in the way he shaped 
Benton as a good man. 


W: Sergeant Benton fought 
shoulder to shoulder with the 
Doctor against all manner of evil. 
Was there a particular villain or 
monster that really gave you the 
shivers? Do you think Doctor Who 
has ever overstepped the mark 
when it comes to scaring its 
younger viewers? 


JL: No | don’t they ever went too far. | 
don't think they ever overstepped the 
mark because the viewers wanted to be 
scared, didn’t they? It’s like why people go 
to horror films, They want to see the 
Doctor survive and exist every week, but 
sometimes only just. That's part of why | 
liked being in UNIT, we always helped the 
Doctor. 


The ones that frightened me the most 
when we first saw them, because | only 
saw them in a dark railway tunnel, were 
the Ogrons. I've often said this before, but 
Jon liked the Ogrons too, because they 
were half-monster, and half-human-like 
(rather like the mother-in-law) and | 
thought the hair, mouth and eyes moved 
in a more believable way; they could 
convey emotion, unlike a full-on mask or 
heavy prosthetics. It was absolutely 
awesome, because if one of them came up 
to you, you just knew that they could 
crush a Mini Cooper with one hand. The 
other one that frightened me, though for 
an actor in the show it really is different, 
were the Autons that came out of the 
shop windows in Spearhead from Space. In 
this case the immovable faces were what 
made them effective. As for some of them, 
such as the Sea Devils, | didn't find them 
particularly frightening. | thought the 
bubbly things, that looked like blisters 
from being hit by boiling water, in The 
Three Doctors were quite good, but only in 
their attractiveness and the way the light 
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bounced off them. Generally speaking, | 
think the fact that they tried to make the 
monsters as good as they could was 
refreshing to the audience. 


W: The finale of season seven, 
Inferno, took the rare step of 
portraying a parallel Earth, 
complete with its very own team 
of parallel UNIT staff, albeit 
working for a fascist-style 
government. The parallel- 
Benton was little more than a 
jackbooted thug - quite a 
contrast to the gentlemanly 
Sergeant Benton we're used to. 
How did you go about shaping 
your portrayal of Benton’s less- 
than-pleasant, parallel persona? 
Did you enjoy the chance to 
explore his character’s darker 
side? 


JL: Inferno was one of those sensational 
stories. | could not believe my luck. That 
was one of those moments when | had 
found myself, | had found my self-respect, 
and | had settled into the idea that | was 
now an actor, and one that the public 
liked, and whose character, Benton, they 
adored. 


Whenever a Doctor Who script arrived in 
that eagerly-anticipated manila envelope 
from BBC Television Centre, Wood 
Lane, one’s heart always skipped a beat. 
You never knew if you had a large, small, 
or not-very-interesting part, if your 
dialogue was good or building or just fill- 
in. You never knew until you opened that 
envelope, took out the script, turned the 
first page, and saw the list of cast 
members. As you know now, | found 
myself fourth or fifth in the cast list. Now | 
had my self-esteem. Now all the problems 
| had in life seemed to drift away from me 
for a while, So when | looked through the 
part, the truth is that | didn’t really 
recognise that | was playing a jackbooted 
Benton in the parallel world. | was so 
unused to playing two parts, let alone 
three, that | really hardly noticed. It wasn’t 
until | did my second read-through that | 
realised | was now going to have to ‘act’. 
Playing the solid Benton who was loved by 
the Doctor was comparatively easy, It was 


again Jon Pertwee who came to my aid, 
and just once, Nicholas Courtney, with 
words of encouragement. 


Nick's parallel self wore an eye-patch, and 
I'm sure you all have heard of the story of 
when Jon, Caroline John and myself put 
the eye patches on too, in our failed 
attempt to make Nick laugh when he 
turned around in his chair, 


It was in my first read-through | realised | 
had to brutalise the Doctor, | loved Jon as 
a man, as a surrogate father, and as my 
leading man. Why all this love? Because he 
loved me back and gave me the way and 
means to become a better actor. When 
the first scene came up and | realised | had 
to be mean to Jon, | actually said to him 
that | would have to really push him 
around. | asked if he would let me do it, 
and how far he would let me go towards 
making it look realistic (as when | had to 
grab him by the hair and yank his head 
back; of course he worked with me on 
that, and he initiated his own movement, 
so it wasn't actually me pulling his head 
back). He let me know I'd done well after 
the scene, which felt good after my 
upbringing when nobody had the time to 
tell a child they did well. | realised this 
friend | had in Jon, and the effort he, and a 
few others, put into making me the actor | 
became, | used to wonder why actors said 
things like this, but | loved doing the nasty 
Benton character because it did show that 
| had acting ability. 


Inferno was obviously one of my favourite 
parts, because | had to do the 
metamorphosis into the Primord. This 
was where Douglas Camfield showed me 
the meaning of a true director and 
friendship. When we went to BBC studios 
in Acton, | realised that the makeup was 
going to be horrendous, It was indeed a 
gruesome task, because of my allergic 
reaction to the glue with which they stuck 
the hair on, and | ended up with a terrible 
rash. But you put all that aside to do your 
duty as an actor. Did | enjoy the chance to 
explore the character's darker side? Yes, | 
did! | felt especially good by the end of it, 
to come back to being the real Benton, 
and knowing that | got these other 
characters under my belt, and received 
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the praise of all the other actors. 


W: What is your one abiding 
memory of your time in the 
series? 


JL: An abiding memory can last for almost 
seven years. Every time the postman 
knocked on the door, because he couldn't 
get the large BBC envelope through the 
small letterbox, | knew that | was going to 
reappear in Doctor Who. Because Benton 
was a leave-in or take-out character (if the 
story was short and needed padding, 
Benton got more screen time, and if an 
episode ran long, mine was the part that 
was cut), | was always grateful when they 
kept me in. They could have only used me 
once. My whole tenure in Doctor Who was 
a little miracle which just happened to 
make an already reasonable life into 
something spectacular, The abiding 
memory | have really are the moments 
when Katie and | broke into laughter, as 
when someone had taped up a photo of a 
nude lady under the TARDIS consol, to 
surprise Jon when he had to do a check- 
the-TARDIS scene. When he saw the 
photo his laugh was so outrageous that 
Katie and | caught his laugh and we 
couldn't stop. They had to send us out of 
the room. When you're under strain, 
there are moments when fear and 
trepidation take over and turn you into a 
giggling fool. There were moments when 
we would get to the acting rehearsal 
rooms early and Jon Pertwee would act as 
an agent and have Katie and me audition 
for him. | remember getting the bus to 
Jon's quite expensive house in Barnes, and 
he would have me drive him in his car to 
Katie's house in Cheswick. Then the 
three of us would go together to the 
rehearsal hall, pick up our coffees (a rare 
treat in those days, not the everyday 
occurrence it is these days). Really, there 
are so many | am reluctant to even begin 
to go through them further than this. 


The whole, long, six or seven years | was 
on the show was my abiding memory. It 
was all a thrill to be involved in this 
spectacular piece of English culture, this 
thing called Doctor Who, a space story 
about good over evil, 
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W: Shortly after your final 
regular appearance as Sergeant 
Benton you became involved in 
making audio-visual 
productions. By 1984 your 
company, Genesis 
Communications, had achieved 
high-level status in the field of 
advertising. How did this all-new 
career come about? What led you 
to move on to other projects? 


JL: Well, | beft acting in 1975, having just 
missed a tour of America with Dean 
Martin, Sarmmy Davis Jr., and John Wayne 
involved, One of our 
stuntmen had a team of 
stuntmen (apart from 
Havoc), and they were 
asked to do a ‘knights in 
armour’ 
America, around all the 
rodeo places, and they 
wanted me to be the 
MC. It was so exciting. 
It didn't happen in the 
end 


tour tn 


Genesi § 
Communications came 
about because | loved 
images and music, and 
putting the two 
together. As most of 
you will not know now, 
because you have your 
mp3 players, digital 
cameras and the like, 
there 
transparencies (known 
as ‘slides’ in America) 
They were 35mm, and 
you could shine light through them and 
project the image, through a lens on to 
any smooth, flat, white surface, and make 
the size go up to 80 — 100 feet, which in 
those days was quite impressive. So that is 
what | did, and | ended up attracting the 
attention of some of the major 
companies, such as Rolls Royce, the 
British Gas Board, British Telecom and 
British Airways; several major American 
companies including Amway employed 
me, Philip Morris (this was before 
cigarettes became known to be such 
disgusting things; these days | would never 


were 


be involved in a project which involved 
killing masses of people through lies and 
deception, which is exactly what tobacco 
companies did). So | absolutely adored 
being the director, producer, creator, 
director of photography and lighting; | 
absolutely loved it. For the first time in my 
life, | had a creative edge and everybody 
loved my work and | know why (when you 
get older you're allowed to say these 
things). People loved my shows for the 
simplest reason of all: | worked and 
worked, and checked and checked and 
worked until it was perfect. | got all the 
best engineers and technicians, because 


when you're a good producer the good 
people want to be on projects with you. A 
good reputation is rather like being 
famous, ina way. You can choose the right 
technicians, and if you do, you've got the 
most joyous excitement and the best 
possible results 


When | realised | wasn't a committed 
actor, because there were so many things 
that | did not want to do, | knew | had to 
leave the business. I'm so glad | did 
because | didn’t have that leading man 
mentality or drive; | think | would have 
ended up in mediocre productions and 
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possibly have been a much sadder man. So 
that was it. | loved my new career. I've 
been producing in Hollywood, although 
to be frank, there is nota lot going on right 
now for me, career-wise. There have 
been a few projects that | have worked on 
for other people, with the possibility of 
getting something more. But as you all 
know, Hollywood is Hollywood. It’s like 
no other place on earth. You can be 
promised by a thousand people a 
thousand times (and often are) and 
nothing ever happens. This is different 
from the East Coast, as James McKenney 
of MonsterPants Movies can attest to, On 
the East Coast they will 
tell you right out that 
you are crap if that is 
what they think of you, 
or they will tell you 
you're terrific, but only if 
they believe it to be 
true. This is much easier 
for the recipient of the 
bad news, because at 
least you know where 
you stand, and it is much 
better than the charade 
that is played over here 
In California, everyone 
plays nice to avoid being 
the bad guy to your face 
They don't 
conflict. They're not 
trying to spare your 
feelings; they just want 
to spare themselves the 
unpleasant business of 
telling the truth. 


want 


W: On the subject 
of MonsterPants 
Movies your latest acting role is 
as the Reverend in James 
McKenney’s 2009 film Satan 
Hates You. Can you tell us 
something about the film and the 
part you play init? 


JL: No, unfortunately, because | have not 
seen the finished product, and did not see 
the rest of the script 


I'll do anything that James McKenney asks 
me to do, because | have known him for a 
very long time. So when James asked me 
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to reprise the role of Bernie Shanks, | was 
happy to do it. It was a character | knew 
from my earlier portrayal, and | adored 
what he did with my lovely five-second 
scene in Automotons, because he used me 
so beautifully, and | love subtlety. So my 
part in Satan Hates You, I'm assuming it's 
obviously a satire, and I've seen the trailer 
and know it is a horror film with a lot of 
gruesome scenes in it, but that’s the 
strength of MonsterPants, the strength of 
this genre, because there is just the 
slightest chance that these things could 
happen in real life (that’s what scares us 
the most, after all, that we could be the 
ones chained in the dungeon or basement 
by a mass-murderer). | know my part is 
reasonable, | think | have two, maybe 
three minutes this time, I’m not sure. Alll 
am really doing is scamming my 
congregation and telling them that if they 
WANE Lo get Co Jesus, they can come to me, 
as | have a direct line to Jesus and they can 
trust me with their credit cards. Of 
course Bernie Shanks is the last person 
you could trust with credit cards, and! do 
love the lines given to me by James, who 
has this wonderful mind for writing (and a 
lovely mind for working with quite limited 
budgets). So apart from the fleeting 
glimpse | saw of myself in the trailer, | have 
not seen my performance and cannot 
really judge it. | was very happy with what! 
put into it. | had wanted to go into ita little 
deeper, but some of the previous scenes 
that | was not in ran late, and there was 
limited time before they had to knock the 
set down, so | didn't get a chance to 
rehearse, and didn’t get to do but the 
basic takes as written. Time limits do take 
away the creative flow, as | knew from my 
years in Doctor Who. Having said that, the 
slightly rushed feeling did add to the mania 
of the character, so that helped me in the 
end. | felt very good in the end about my 
performance, and we do hope you see it, if 
you like that sort of horror film. 


W: Horror certainly wasn’t on 
the agenda when, in 1987, you 
reprised the role of Benton as the 
lead character in Wartime, the 
first independently-made 
straight-to-video Doctor Who 
spin-off. How did this production 
come about and did you have any 


input into it? Was a sequel ever 
planned? Were you happy with 
the finished product? 


Jl: As usual, | would like to answer this 
with the deep honesty that! like to think | 
have within me (apart from the teeny bits 
of hypocrisy and little lies we all have 
within our lives), It was a wonderful 
project to do. At that time, Keith 
Barnfather was one of those Doctor Who 
fans who put his money where his mouth 
was, and then he put his camera where his 
money was. Nick Briggs also appeared in 
it, and | am happy to see so involved with 
the new Doctor Who series, and now the 
Torchwood miniseries. Who can forget the 
first feeling Dalek, that made so many of 
us, myself included, cry? He got his lifelong 
dream of being involved in the show and | 
am happy for him. He interviewed me 
many times in various Reel Time Films 
productions. 


Ac first | shied away from this project 
because | did not think | was a leading 
actor. | was thrilled to know that Michael 
Wisher was to play my father. 


The Wartime story was one of the hardest 
acting jobs | ever did. | won't go into great 
detail, but | had tuberculosis in the early 
stages of development in my lungs 
(though | didn't know it at the time), and 
an alcoholic dresser mixed up my boots 
after four different fittings, and he gave me 
a pair of boots that were way too small, 
which we didn’t discover until we were 
hundreds of miles away. Because time was 
short, we were unable to go back to 
correct the situation, By the end of the 
day the squelching of blood in my boots, 
from the torn and worn flesh of my feet 
was quite evident. When we arrived at the 
Midlands location on a mountain, all the 
cast and crew had to carry equipment 
further up the mountain as the day’s 
shooting progressed (which was not 
helped by my painful feet, my struggling 
lungs, and the badly-sprained ankle | 
received in the scene where | am running 
away from my brother through the 
bushes and rocks). The PA and directors’ 
Assistant (as well as background player) 
was Nick Briggs. We worked very hard, 


Interview 


Was | pleased with my performance as 
Benton in this first spin-off? Absolutely, 
Do | know why I did a Yorkshire accent in 
the picnic scene? No, | don’t. Nobody 
pointed it out to me and | didn’t realise | 
was doing it at the time. Maybe it made ita 
litthe more mysterious. What did I think of 
the young man who played a young 
Benton? | adored him; he was a wonderful 
young man to work with. It was a 
wonderful production and we all worked 
so very hard on it, Was a sequel ever 
planed? | believe there was a possibility, 
but it never came to fruition. This is an 
actor's lot, So many promises, plans, and 
good intentions never come through. At 
the end of the day, when you're in your 
middle years, as | am now, you look back 
and look at the sum total of your mark in 
your chosen field, and | am happy with 
mine. 


W: For those fans keen to follow 
your thoughts and views; you’ve 
joined the ever-growing legion of 
online bloggers. In one of your 
more recent entries you make 
reference to one of George 
Orwell’s novels, Coming Up For 
Air (which happens to be one of 
my all-time favourites). Are you 
an avid reader and what are you 
favourite sorts of books? 


JL: To be totally frank with you, lam notan 
avid reader. Still, | was drawn to George 
Orwell's books and I'll tell you why. | was 
on the cruise liners and the casino 
manager was a big, strong man named 
Mark Bradshaw. He was a very tough ex- 
rugby player. Not the kind of man you'd 
want to be on the wrong side of. He 
happened to like me because he happened 
to know Doctor Who. | was a Bingo caller 
and comedian on the ship, so they were a 
little wary of me at first, because what was 
a 45-year-old ex-celebrity doing on a 
small cruise line, calling Bingo and cracking 
jokes? It's called divorce. He gave me a 
book called Coming Up For Air, and | read it. 
| noticed several things were utterly 
fascinating, and his terminology drew me 
in. 


You are not going to believe this, but in 
about 1984 | was a senior producer for 
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Hamilton Perry 
Conferences/Conventions. They were 
about the third biggest, most creative 
convention company that large 
corporations went to for launches of 
aircraft, brand new car lines, and things 
such as that. | was working with them and | 
was coming down from Scotland, after 
having done a convention for McVitties, 
which if you ever go to Britain, every 
household has MeVitties biscuits (or 
‘cookies’ as they're called in America). | 
was in a private carriage on the train 
coming down, and in the carriage was 
George Orwell's secretary and editor. | 
had recently seen the movie /984 so | 
talked with her and she told me all about 
George Orwell. It was 
fascinating. The piece that got \ 
me the most was his words 
“those streamlined men who 
think in slogans and talk in 
bullets”. So afterward, | re-read 
1984, which is a very heavy 
read, as any young person who 
has to read it for school knows. 
So these are what drew me 
towards George Orwell. 


| do like history books, World 
War Two stories in particular, 
as | was born at chat time, Sarum 
is a very long, but excellent, 
book, and | have read it several 
times. My favourite book is The 
Patriots by James Barlow, which 
is a robbery story (nothing to do with the 
Mel Gibson movie). 


W: The new series of Doctor Who 
has seen the long-awaited return 
of UNIT. What do you think 
about the new series? Would you 
like to make an appearance in it? 


JL: Well, as | have said many times, there is 
not a living Doctor Who actor from the 
original series that would not want to go 
back and have a little part in the new 
series, mainly because of the new heights 
that David Tennant, Billie Piper, the 
incredibly multi-talented Catherine Tate 
(her own show is so extraordinarily 
brilliant), and the others involved in the 
new series have taken it. So | would love 
to go back. When | saw UNIT 


represented for the first time in the new 
series, | thought | would love to jump on 
to the screen and be there, and to be 
running UNIT again. “Brigadier Benton’ 
has a very nice ring to it, don't you think? 
But things have to change, and bringing 
back the old actors to play in the new 
series for the most part would not work 
for the new fans. 


1 do know that Jon Pertwee would have 
adored what David Tennant has done 
with the Doctor. So if they called me |! 
would be over there in an instant, but |! 
sincerely doubt it will happen. 


W: Lastly, if you had your very 


own TARDIS and could go back in 
time and meet yourself at an 
earlier age is there any advice 
that you'd give to your younger 
self? 


JL: That is without question not only the 
best final question of an interview, itis one 
| have never been asked before. | have 
been asked who | would like to meet, but 
not what | would say to myself, First of all, 
| would have asked myself to avoid having 
so much spite over things that | did not 
want to be involved in. When | was a sick 
young boy, | was so scared of my father 
and the bullies in school, that | became 
very timid. | realised that some people 
were very prepared to put their heel on 
your throat and walk right over you. This 
applies to every living human on earth so | 
am not individualising this statement. 


Interview 


| would warn myself to watch out for 
wearing my heart on my sleeve, because it 
could be cut off. Be as good as you can to 
the people that have helped you. Unto 
thine own self be true. Don't be so selfish. 
| was so fearful of what to say to people, 
my mind was racing to keep up. 


We can in life be so morally and physically 
rejected, and told that we cannot do 
things, that we take it too much to heart, 
That's why so many people don't try 
anything, because someone along the line 
told us “you can’t” or “you shouldn't”. 
We are told too much, when we do try 
something new and possibly out of the 
ordinary, that it is terrible and 
we should give up now, not 
bother trying harder or further, 
So like a salmon swimming 
upstream, your chances of 
getting where you want to go 
are slim, Most of us end up with 
a life based on the mediocre, 
not very interested in what we 
are doing. So | would say to 
watch out for spite, jealousy, 
selfishness, and envy. Also | 
would say not to take things too 
personally, and don't go quiet 
when something causes 
distress. | would be stronger, 
may be not talk as much, and | 
would wish | could give myself 
more confidence. 


| have learned most of these things along 
the way, | am just thinking it would have 
been a better life if | had learned it earlier. 


Many thanks to John Levene for 
answering all of Whotopia’s 
questions, and to his wife, Jennifer 
Woods, for transcribing the 
interview. For more information on 
his latest projects visit his website 
at www.john-levene.com. 
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Andersonic is a 40 page A5 fanzine 
which explores and discusses the TV 
series and films of Gerry Anderson from 
Supercar up to New Captain Scarlet. 
Issue 8 is currently available featuring an 
interview with TV21 artist Mike Noble 
plus articles on The Metamorph, an 
overview of Stingray, UFO’s The Square 
Triangle, Space 1999's Missing Link, Joe 
90 and an article on the Century 21 
miniatures that ended up in Doctor Who. 
Further details on contents, how to 
contribute and the availability of back 
issues can be found on our website... 


www. andersonic.co.uk 
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Uniting with UNIT and saving 
the world 


Greetings, hello, wotcha and welcome. 


Coincidence can be a strange thing. Last 
issue, for example, was a Companions 
Special, and lo and behold the next two 
books up for discussion happened to be 
Jo Grant's arrival and departure. This 
issue, | get told the theme is UNIT and 
what should be coming up? Four UNIT- 
centric novelisations, 


Now, | normally restrict myself to just 
one or two titles per issue for reasons 
of timing, but UNIT is such a huge legacy 
in the great pantheon of Doctor Who and 
as such | feel it deserves that extra 
special treatment. So, here we go, for 
one issue only: mot one, not two, but 
four novelisations under the spotlight. 


Doctor Who and the Planet of the 
Spiders 
By Terrance Dicks 
Based on Planet of the Spiders by 
Robert Sloman 


We begin with an end, then. Planet of the 
Spiders, the spiritual twin of The Green 
Death, and the final bow for the Third 
Doctor (though not UNIT; more on that 
later) 


Dicks’ novelisation begins with a nice cut- 
scene featuring Jo Grant up the Amazon. 
(I'll leave a pause for you to snigger 
childishly, There.) These little expansions 
to what we saw on screen are, of course, 
part and parcel of what one expects from 
the Target range, but all the same it’s a 


nice start to what will prove a mostly 
successful book. 


Strange things are going on: suspicious 
soldiers, sneaky humans, sinister spiders, 
unsuspecting Monks — if you were to bake 
a Doctor Who cake, all you'd need to finish 


it off would be green food colouring. 
Sarah Jane, that most reliable of 
companions, gets dragged into the whole 
thing by Mike Yates, disgraced and lonely 
(and, again, more on him later), and so 
begins a rollercoaster of Buddhist imagery 
and thrills. 


A lot of people are unkind to this story. 
They call it flimsy, dull and overlong. It 
certainly has its problems: the car chase 
scene really does drag, however fun it is, 
and the acting on Metebelis Three is... 
variable in quality, but thankfully chis last 
one is no longer a problem (thank you, the 
power of print!). Now, | mentioned the 
car chase earlier and it is often cited as 
one of the weaker elements of the story, 
being nothing but filler with ribbons 
attached, so you do have to wonder why 


Dicks chose to keep it in this old 
novelisation of his: did we really need it? Is 
it integral? Well, no and no, We need to 
get from ‘a’ to ‘b’, but there are better 
ways to go about it than the pages of 
description this takes up, 


It's a frustrating thing, as elsewhere you 
see Dicks repeating his old trick of 
tidying up parts that perhaps didn't 
work quite as well on screen as they 
should have done. The dialogue is tidied 
up; the fact Sarah Jane and Mike Yates 
have only met once is noted which helps 
explain why she perhaps can trust him 
more than anyone else in UNIT would; 
and the Doctor's experiments in 
psychic abilities at the start of the story 
are given an explanation, too... oh, no, 
wait, they're not. No, the whole 
experiment thing still only serves as a 
way to get into the story proper. Poor 
Professor Clegg 


Pity poor Tommy, too. Now, | know it is 
counter-productive to compare these 
novelisations with what we see on screen 
as we're trying to make them stand on 
their own two feet, but the moment 
where Tommy has his mind ‘opened’ on 
screen is perhaps the most stirring and 
beautiful moment the show's ever had: it 
gets you right there (he says, hitting his 
chest), and is just... well, stunning. So 
when Dicks wastes that in the 
novelisation it hurts. It's over so quickly 
here, none of the build up present on 
screen present here, and that stings. Why 
keep the car chase but rob us of Tommy's 
shining moment? So sad, so very sad. 


Frustrating, too, that it strays so far from 
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its TV roots here when it is almost at pains 
to remind us it has its origins in a script 
elsewhere, By this, lam referring to Dicks” 
technique to show us two things 
happening parallel to each other. Now, 
this sort of thing happens on screen all the 
time, inter-cutting between scenes to 
save time and give that impression of 
temporal continuation, but it can be a bit 
trickier to do this in prose. The easy way 
would be to just put these bits in separate 
paragraphs. 

(Nick stands up.) 
Instead, Dicks puts the simultaneous 
action in paragraphs. 

(He thinks about fixing some food.) 

Which is terribly distracting. 

(But sits down instead.) 


It just smacks of this-was-originally-on- 
screen. It's a shame as | feel these 
novelisations really should (and usually 
do) stand on their own two feet, but 
things like this sadly hampers them, 


But let us not focus upon the negative; let 
us end on high notes. The story whizzes 
along nicely and whilst it may lack the all- 
out action or fun of other Pertwee 
stories, it's thematically the perfect finish 
for the Third Doctor's reign. It is not the 
damp squib people say it is: far from it. 
There are some lovely moments in there: 
the main human villain not being just a 
power-mad man but a pissed- and laid-off 
salesman, which is somehow more 
believable and more sinister for it; the 
Brigadier, though limited in his role, 
further cements that chummy notion with 
the Third Doctor; and Sarah Jane is 
fantastic in it. You forget sometimes how 
they really did try to create this notion of 
her having a life beyond the Doctor in her 
first season, and never more so is it 
obvious than itis here, the story beginning 
with her way out of UNIT’s reach. 


I've moaned a bit here, but that’s unfair as! 
actually really like the story, | just wonder 
if the adaptation could have been a bit 
better, but no matter. 


Oh, one more thing: an interesting thing 
to notice is how the regeneration at the 
end of the book is completely differently 
written to how it is on the book's back- 


AND THE PLANET OF THE SPIDERS 
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cover blurb. Bizarre. 


Doctor Who = The Three Doctors 
By Terrance Dicks 
Based on The Three Doctors by 
Bob Baker and Dave Martin 


You're not meant to like The Three 
Doctors, are you? | believe that’s one of 
fandom's held beliefs, right? Like Pyramids 
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of Mars being fantastic, or Dudley 
Simpson's music being bullet-proof. As 
with these two examples, fandom is 
wrong. 


| love The Three Doctors on screen: it’s the 
TV equivalent of jelly and ice cream; it may 
make you feel bloated but, boy, is it nice. 
As ever with these stories then, | 
approached the novelisation with 
trepidation: would it live up to the 
expectations | had for it? As so often 
happens, the answer is: yes. 


Indeed, The Three Doctors comes close to 
being my favourite novelisation so far, 
which is nice. 


Criticisms out of the way first: once again, 
dialogue tweaks from the TY version to 
here sometimes do not work for the best, 
and some of the better ad-libs on screen, 
or more famous ones (yes, Cromer, I'm 
looking at you), are sadly absent. Oh, and 
the continual references to the Doctor's 
recorder as a flute niggled away at this old 
fanboy brain of mine (especially as | play 
the flute and they're pretty damn big, so 
getting it trapped beneath the TARDIS 
console would be damn hard). 


That's about it though, and these things 
really are minor. So, on to the good things. 
Dicks makes things make sense! | never 
once, for example, realized that the Gel 
Guards were meant to be made of the 
same stuff as the evil-transporting-jelly- 
CSO-blobby-thing that captures UNIT 
HO and so on. It's never mentioned on 
screen and | think we're just meant to take 
it for granted chat they are one and the 
same, but it’s not exactly clear. 


He also makes clear, too, just why the 
Time Lords are so scared by Omega’s 
threat, the implication here being that by 
draining Gallifrey'’s energy and life-force, 
Omega is actually killing the Time Lords, 
too, who appear to have a symbiotic link 
with their home world, much like the 
Cybermen and Mondas in The Tenth 
Planet. God knows how that effects 
continuity and the Time War... 


He also makes things lose their air of 
cheapness. As I've already said, | love this 
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story, but it really does look cheap and 
cheerful, bless it, Omega’s glitter cape 
being the icing on the Christmas cake. 
Here though, budgets need not apply. So, 
the Gel Guards are terrifying humanoid 
hulks, so the sky and scenery on Omega's 
home world reek of devastation and 
purple, so the duel with Omega’s will 
takes place in an amphitheatre, so... well, 
and so on. 


Overall, the novelisation tidies things up, 
dusts them down and improves them. | 
wonder how much of these 
improvements came from Dicks himself, 
and how many were left over from Baker 
and Martin's original script? Whoever was 
responsible deserves a firm handshake. 


The story's celebratory atmosphere 
resonates through the pages. | know that 
people often criticize how the Brigadier is 
portrayed here, and he certainly does feel 
terribly out-of-character. (Eagle-eye 
readers will notice that I've also reviewed 
The Ambassadors of Death for this issue, so 
the complete character overhaul jarred 
even more for me.) However, it’s very 
much in keeping with everything else 
here, which is primarily a little bit sweet 
and silly, and the Brig had been morphing 
into someone daft far before now anyway. 
All this did was bump forward the 
experience, really. 


In conclusion then, this really is a fantastic 
nevelisation and well worth the time and 
money to grab yourself a copy and read it, 
or perhaps to wait and buy the audio book 
reading which is due out in 2010. Buy it, 
read it, enjoy it: it’s well worth it. 


Doctor Who and the Loch Ness 
Monster 
By Terrance Dicks 
Based on Terror of the Zygons by 
Robert Banks Stewart 


| believe it is compulsory to make some 
sort of ‘let Zygons be Zygons’ joke when 
writing about this story, so I'll just get it 
over and done with now and save myself 
time later. 


That Doctor, eh? He rolls in and disturbs 
their great plans: | reckon that’s unfair; | 


say you should just let Zygons be Zygons! 
There, that's better. 
Along with the other three stories this 


issue, | enjoy Terror of the Zygons 
immensely, It's acted with remarkable 


conviction, the music is beautiful, and 
UNIT’'s appearance makes the serial stand 
out from the rest of the mostly UNIT-less 
Baker years. It's always a surprise to see 
how quickly the show transforms itself 
and leaves UNIT behind with a flash of 
scarf, a darkening in tone, and a farewell 
with Robot, but then again, is that not the 
beauty of the show: that it can change ona 
whim? 


Perhaps. That's what we as fans claim 
anyway, but then we moan when even the 
slightest thing gets altered. Ho-hum. 


Anyway, yes, the novelisation. The first 
thing to note is that it ticks all che boxes 
we'd expect, adding back the famously 
excised invisible TARDIS scene, sticking 
to the plot through thick and thin, and 
causing immature giggles from the back 
with lines such as this one from Harry: 
“All right, Broton, you said you wanted 
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my body. Now, what are you going to do 
with it?” 


The mind, as they say, boggles. 


Dicks writes for the Fourth Doctor well, 
capturing his slight annoyance at being 
forced to return to Earth, his completely 
different outlook to the Third Doctor, 
and his far closer relationship with Sarah 
Jane Smith. Sarah Jane has by now losta lot 
of that independence from her earlier 
days, for better or for worse, which has 
the unfortunate side effect of making 
Harry seem a bit of a spare part 
sometimes. However, the script caters 
for this by putting him in the spotlight with 
pitchforks aplenty, and it proves itself to 
be a rather effective final story for him asa 


regular. 


Without the visuals, things are altered 
though, The Skarasen is more of a threat 
for certain, losing that hand-puppet feel in 
the final few pages, but the Zygons suffer, 
being not quite as effective as they were 
on screen, instead feeling a bit more like 
the standard Alien Of The Week, albeit 
one with a certain punch added to their 
realization. It doesn't stop them coming 
up with lines such as “he underestimated 
the power of organic crystallography” 
though, which sadly moves them into 
Generic Sci-Fi territory. 


There is a lot to admire here though, the 
story providing a Fourth Doctor 
adventure which feels very different due 
to its Earth-bound trappings in a time 
when the show was bouncing around 
here, there and everywhere that was not 
Earth, and in all Dicks has served us a 
decent adaptation of a decent story, It is 
certainly not the best the range has to 
offer, but it is also far from the worst. 


Doctor Who and the Dinosaur 
Invasion 
By Malcolm Hulke 
Based on Invasion of the 
Dinosaurs by Malcolm Hulke 


Kklak! 


The strange thing about reading these 
novelisations in publication order is how 
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they flit around all over the place, from 
era to era without a shrug. And so we 
have it that two books after Mike is 
disgraced and living with Monks, we find 
out why he is disgraced and living with 
Monks. 


Invasion of the Dinosaurs is yet another one 
of those stories much criticized on 
screen, for its simplistic moral views, its 
bored leading man and its rather crap 
dinosaurs (which, let's be honest, is 
undoubtedly a problem when they're 
meant to be your main attraction). Once 
again, | respectfully disagree: it's no more 
morally simplistic than Hulke’s other 
scripts, to start with, and the dinosaurs 
are no more rubbish than any number of 
special effects over the years, from 
Hartnell’s ropey Slyther to the naff CG 
tube of anti-plastic the Ninth Doctor uses 
to vanquish the Nestene Consciousness 
in Rose. 


The bored leading man syndrome is 
something we thankfully skip here in the 
novelisation, and the Doctor is as up and 
active as ever, 


The story begins with, as Hulke’s stories 
so often do, added depth, We read about 
just what the dinosaurs were and then we 
hear of the wonderfully named Shughie 
McPherson and his sad demise. So begins 
the story we saw on screen with dozens 
of little additions and developments — 
Hulke’s fingerprints are readily visible 
throughout. 


The baddies are not so much bad a 
misguided, the Doctor is a moral 
authority hampered by bureaucracy and 
The Man™, and even the most humble of 
supporting characters is given a bit of 
depth to flesh them out. (Step forward, 
Polly Anderson. She doesn’t actually do 
anything, but she is mentioned several 
times, always with her surname, which 
makes her seem far more important and 
relevant than she ever actually is. | reckon 
a spin-off series must be round the 
corner.) 


There are moments that have dated in the 
book. The notion of Great Britain being 
closed on Sunday is laughable nowadays, 


and the allusion to a puppy being kicked 
on page | |8isa little unsettling. 


It's also a bit strange to read about Sarah 
Jane and the Doctor discussing a branch of 
Woolworths, given how that chain of 
shops was one of the first to go under 


AND THE DINOSAUR INVASION 
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with the recession here in England, and 
reading it now it only goes to add to the 
sense of desolation and desertion Hulke 
tries to paint, 


Another thing which works differently 
now to when the book was first published 
is the notion of Mark, Ruth et al, travelling 
to New Earth in their spaceship near the 
middle of the story: that golden planet of 
no pollution jars with our knowledge of 
Cat People and Gridlock, and it makes for a 
nice moment for fanboys. 


The novelisation overall is a success. It's 
not the best Hulke has to offer, nor is it 
the worst. The Third Doctor seems to be 
erring towards his more dislikeable traits, 
his line to Sarah about smelly motorcars 
smacking of hypocrisy considering all his 
own vehicles. Sarah Jane doesn't come off 
too well in parts, either, specifically when 
she calls Butler ugly because he has a scar. 
It's a nasty moment completely out of 
character for her and serves only to 
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explain why Butler does indeed have a 
scar, By the time we reach the end and 
have the Doctor linking the events of the 
story to the Bible though, | think we can 
take it for granted that things just don't 
feel the same as they usually do, 


More than anything else though, the main 
thing about this story is that, to my mind 
at least, it is the final ‘proper’ UNIT story 
the show ever gave us. Yates is a traitor, 
Benton dependable, the Brigadier 
sceptical but loyal, and the Doctor by now 
a guest star putting in a special appearance 
and nothing more. 


It marks the end of an era, and in that 
respect a fitting conclusion for this run of 
four UNIT stories. 


This is the part of the article where | 
usually end with a list of silly things | have 
learnt from the novelisations. However, 
this issue | feel | should focus on 
something else, instead, Throughout all 
four stories, two names keep on popping 
into my mind: Terrance Dicks and Barry 
Letts. 


The influence both men had upon the 
show cannot ever be overstated, with 
UNIT being, of course, one of their 
greatest triumphs. | know it was the idea 
of Derrick Sherwin, but when we think of 
that familial atmosphere it is down to 
Letts and Dicks. 


The UNIT family, the Diamond Logo, 
Tom Baker, Sarah Jane Smith... four huge 
icons of the show; you cannot really 
imagine it without them. 


And so | want to raise a glass to Barry 
Letts and dedicate this article to him and 
his memory. I'm not sure what the 
circulation is of this fanzine, nor do | know 
how many people read this old article of 
mine; | know it is not much but it’s the 
best! can do. 


Rest In Peace, Barry Letts. The world 
would have been far more dull without 
you. 
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Like any corporation or company in the 
real world, as time goes by, UNIT evolved 
and changed over the years. From its first 
appearance in The Web of Fear to its most 
recent in the Sarah Jane Adventures 
episode Enemy of the Bane, UNIT would 
evolve and reinterpret its mission 
statement time and time again. While its 
original remit may have been to mainly 
investigate the unexplained 
and the odd, over the years it 
changed to become a powerful 
organization which, like 
Torchwood, would operate 
and act according to its own 
rules and regulations. The 
UNIT of today is far more than 
2 para-military organization 
that investigates alien activity. 
UNIT is a multi-national/multi- 
cultural organization that 
handles all aspects of 
homeworld security. 


But how did UNIT become the 
organization of today as we 
know it? It’s a long story but 
something this article will try 
to address — where it all began, 
and how it changed and 
evolved over the years 


Pre-History 


UNIT's roots date back to 
around the early 1960s and the 
involvement of various military bodies in 
several alien encounters of the time, One 
such event occurred in 1963 when the 
Intrusion Countermeasures Group, 
headed by Group Captain lan Gilmore, 
got involved in the Shoreditch Incident 
(ref: Remembrance of the Daleks), The ICG 
served as a specialised military force with 
scientific assistance that would seem 
almost a trial run for UNIT, though not an 
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international organisation 
Gilmore did have two scientific advisors, 
the seventh incarnation of the Doctor did 
most of the work, here, on the technical 
end, 


Though 


A second significant influence was the 
takeover of London by the Great 
Intelligence using robot Yetis and a deadly 
cobweb-like fungus (ref: The Web of Fear). 
Assisted by the Second Doctor, another 
group of British infantrymen, led this time 
by Colonel Alistair Gordon Lethbridge- 
Stewart of the Scots Guards beat back the 
Yeti from the tunnels of the London 
Underground, 
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The United Nations was by now ever 
more aware that the world faced threats 
from extraterrestrial sources; and that 
with the space program sending probes 
deeper and deeper into space mankind 
had drawn attention to itself. Unable to 
get the British government to form a 
permanent special operations force for 
alien threats, Lethbridge-Stewart went 
over its head to the UN 
Security Council, who proved 
more receptive (ref: Who Killed 
Kennedy). The UN established 
UNIT with the mandate to 
investigate, monitor and 
combat such threats, At the 
suggestion of Captain Gilmore 
from the ICG, Lethbridge- 
Stewart was promoted to the 
rank of Brigadier and put in 
charge of the British 
contingent, organizationally 
known as Department Cl9 
within the British government 
(ref; Time Flight). 


The Early Years 


One of UNIT's first missions 
was an intensive investigation 
of International Electromatics 
run by its brilliant director, 
Tobias Vaughn. The 
investigation turned violent, 
with UNIT agents being 
ecliminated during 
investigations and UNIT itself launching a 
helicopter raid to liberate prisoners at an 
Electromatics’ facility. With the help of 
the Second Doctor, Jamie and Victoria, 
UNIT discovered the company was a 
front for an invasion of Cybermen and 
was able to defend against it 


UNIT's brief at the time of the Cyber- 
invasion seemed to be to primarily 
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investigate matters that were beyond the 
regular military, However, by their next 
major alien encounter, UNIT's brief 
seems to be to investigate the odd and the 
unexplained. At this point in our history, 
Earth has begun to draw attention to itself 
as a result of various space agencies 
sending more and more probes into outer 
space. “You say this line in an earlier 
paragraph, | suggest changing the end part 
to something like “...and their numerous 
space probe programs.” 


By the time of the encounter with the 
Nestene Consciousness and the Autons 
(ref: Spearhead 
From Space), UNIT 
has advanced in 
several areas such 
as technology and 
organizational 
infrastructure. 
UNIT has now 
acquired its own 
tracking station 
which is 
commanded by a 
female officer, 
which enables 
them to monitor 
the approach of 
the spheres 
containing the 
Nestene. UNIT 
has also acquired 
its own uniforms 
which are taupe in 
color and somewhat resemble a 
designer's interpretation of a military 
uniform. 


It’s not confirmed whether the location of 
UNIT headquarters is unknown or 
common knowledge to the general public, 
but the organization seems to be 
somewhat aware of the importance of 
security as Liz Shaw is not familiar with the 
location of the HQ and has to pass 
through several UNIT security personnel 
before finally meeting the Brigadier, 


While the Brigadier definitely comes 
under the control of UNIT, he now takes 
orders from Major-General Scobie who is 
not part of UNIT. The Brigadier can call 
on support from the regular army if 


needed, but he does have a small core of 
UNIT officers and staff who report to him 
such as his second-in-command Captain 
Jimmy Munro, and UNIT staff member, 
Corporal John Benton. Also at his 
disposal is a staff car in the form of a black 
Rover with diplomatic plates and UNIT 
insignia on the side doors. 


It can be assumed at this time in UNIT's 


history, and that it is likely a rather small 
organization; and that one can assume it 
wouldn't be uncommon for the Brigadier 
to have to liaise with the British press to 
provide its journalists with details on 


4 


various investigations and threats, This 
appears to be quite plausible as he seems 
to be quite comfortable in dealing with 
members of the press when having to 
provide details about the Nestene threat. 


After the Nestene had been dealt with, 
UNIT was next called in to investigate 
scientific and personnel problems 
occurring at the Wenley Moor research 
center (ref: The Silurians), which seems to 
be somewhat out of their remit. While 
the Brigadier could rely on 
reinforcements from the regular army, he 
now had to get ministerial approval 
before doing so. UNIT had also now 
began retaining its own intelligence files — 
yet when its staff were questioned about 
what the Doctor's connection to UNIT 
they had to reveal that they had not files 
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on his identity. 


Security measures with UNIT must have 
been changed to some degree after the 
events at Wenley Moor as it appears that 
the HQ has moved location and is now 
located seven miles from the National 
Space Complex (ref: The Ambassadors of 
Death). While the Brigadier still remains in 
charge of UNIT per se, it appears that the 
organization is now subordinate to the 
everyday British military. A regular army 
general can pull rank on the Brigadier and 
is able to replace UNIT troops with 
regular army troops. When performing 
investigations, the 
Brigadier now has 
the authority to 
hold people on 
security charges, 
while UNIT is 
able to fire on 
civilians without 
giving them prior 
warning (eg “stop 
or I'll shoot”). 
The basic uniform 
has been modified 
to where most 
ranks wear a 
white role-neck 
shirt underneath 
a V-neck tunic. 
Benton has now 
been promoted 
to sergeant and 
he now seems to 
be able to perform basic forensic tests. 
UNIT has acquired a fleet of Land Rovers 
which feature a UNIT insignia on the side 
door. 


At the time around the Inferno Drilling 
Project (ref: Inferno), Set Benton is now 
acting as the Brigadier’s right-hand man. 
It’s not known for sure if this is a definite 
promotion for Benton, or if he is merely 
filling in until a senior officer is hired to 
fulfill this post. 


The Jo Grant Years 


Sometime before or around the time of 
UNIT's second encounter with the 
Autons and the Nestene Consciousness 
(ref: Terror of the Autons), UNIT HQ 
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appears to have relocated to a building 
that is near a river that is being used as a 
shipping lane. It’s not clarified if this is the 
Thames or another tributary. This new 
location must also be of a significant size 
as it now houses a scientific supply section 
from which the Doctor is able to order 
supplies from. The Brigadier gains two 
new staff members: the first in the form of 
Captain Yates who is working as 
part of the Brig’s personal staff; 
and Jo Grant, who has trained 
with UNIT as a secret agent and 
who becomes the Doctor's new 
assistant. Various radio call signs 
have been assigned to UNIT 
operatives such as Greyhound 
One for the Brigadier and Traps 
One, Two and Three, etc. for 
other officers. In addition to the 
fleet of Land Rovers acquired a 
few stories back, the Brigadier 
now has a blue Austin 1100 
available for his personal use. 


UNIT continues to grow as an 
Operating entity in that it now 
has a forensics team and able to 
conduct forensic tests in-house 
(ref: The Mind of Evil). UNIT also 
seems to have finally sorted out 
to whom it reports, which turns 
out to be Geneva. This 
development makes sense with 
UNIT being part of the United 
Nations. Whether it's because 
the Brigadier reports directly to 
Geneva, or that up to this point 
in time he had never had cause to 
exhibit these powers, the 
Brigadier can now slap D-notices 
on the press when needed and he has the 
right to supervise a murder investigation 
Call signs used have changed with the 
Brigadier using Jupiter and Captain Yates 
using Venus. Benton can now be relied 
upon to conduct surveillance duty. UNIT 
seems to be retaining its connection to 
the regular military as Corporal Bell 
wears a completely different uniform 
comprising of RAF uniform combined 
with a blue-gray skirt. 


The Master continues to be a thorn in 
UNIT's side, especially when he was able 
to evade capture, The hunt is on to find 


him and put him behind bars and UNIT is 
playing a major part in his recapture (ref: 
Colony In Space). 


It's also around this time that UNIT seems 
to have settled into a permanent home as 
its personnel appear to still be based in 
the location near the river. However, a 
mobile HQ continues to be used when it’s 


revealed that the call sign for this is 
Greyhound 2. Additionally, UNIT seems 
to have gone back to the ‘original’ call sign 
formats of Trap 2 for Yates and Trap 3 for 
Benton (ref: The Doemons) 


Benton's skills continue to grow and 
accumulate as he can now fly a helicopter, 
while Captain Yates demonstrates that he 
can ride a motorcycle. 


The World Peace Conference was a 
series of conferences held in England. 
UNIT was called in to the second 
conference, which was arranged by Sir 
Reginald Styles, when the conference was 
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almost destroyed by time-travelling 
guerrillas from an alternate twenty- 
second century (ref: Day of the Daleks). It 
appears that both the Doctor’s lab and 
the UNIT HQ are new and once again 
UNIT has relocated. Apparently this new 
location is somewhere north of London 
and relatively close to Wales. This new 
facility contains its own canteen and a 
special firing range for the use of 
operatives. Yates’ call sign has 
been changed to Greyhound 
Two with UNIT HQ being Trap 
One. 


The search to find and capture 
the Master continues. As it does, 
the Master, adopting the alias of 
Professor Thascales, uses his 
cover to tap into the resources 
of the Newton Research Unit at 
Cambridge University to 
conduct time experiments. His 
TOMTIT (Transmission of 
Matter through Interstitial Time) 
experiment, assisted by Ruth 
Ingram and Stuart Hyde, is 
focused around transmitting 
matter by breaking it down into 
light waves. Having hypnotized 
Dr Percival, the Director of the 
Institute, into doing his bidding, 
the Master's cover is maintained. 
He is particularly interested in 
examining a trident-shaped 
crystal in his possession, which 
he uses to power the TOMTIT 
device, attempting to summon an 
entity called Kronos. The 
Doctor and Jo Grant visit the 
Institute following a signal from a 
time-field detector. He finds time moving 
slowly as the TOMTIT experiments 
disrupt the normal flow while Hyde, who 
is caught in the field of the experiment, 
ages to more than eighty years. Brigadier 
Lethbridge-Stewart, who also witnessed 
the TOMTIT experiment, has the project 
evacuated and begins to hunt for the 
Master, whose cover has now been blown 
(ref: The Time Monster). As a result, under 
sub-section 3A of the preamble to the 
Seventh Enabling Act, paragraph 24G, the 
Brigadier is able to take over a 
government investigation into TOMTIT. 
Yates’ call sign changed again, this time to 
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Greyhound Three, while the Brigadier’s 
reverted to just Greyhound. UNIT seems 
to be expanding worldwide as it is implied 
that there are UNIT HQs located all over 
the world, Perhaps these are regional 
HQs for each country around the globe. 
UNIT continues to retain its ties with the 
United Nations as the Brigadier has 
installed a direct video link to the Security 
Council in Geneva (ref: The Three 
Doctors). It seems that UNIT's public 
visibility began to be questioned around 
this time too. Up until now, there didn’t 
seem to be a need to keep the knowledge 
of the organization away from the regular 
public. However, 
opinion must have 
started to change 
on this subject 
especially as the 
Brigadier describes 
UNIT HQ as a top 
secret security 
establishment, 
despite there being 
a sign at the 
entrance saying 
‘Ministry of 
Defense — UNIT 
Headquarters’, 
Perhaps in the 
early years, UNIT 
wasn't overly 
concerned about 
public knowledge. 
Obviously though, 
as the Earth 
seemed to be the 
center of more and more alien attacks, 
the need to keep this knowledge out of 
public consumption must have changed, 
thus the need for UNIT to keep its 
identity more closely guarded. 


UNIT continued to build up its resources 
and facilities and by the time of the Axon 
threat had acquired its own tracking 
station (ref: The Claws of Axos), Uniforms 
have once again been changed, this time to 
a green color and in a style that resembles 
the uniforms of the regular army. It's 
implied chat Bill Filer is with the 
Washington branch of UNIT and is 
currently on loan to the UK branch. UNIT 
has also acquired a mobile troop caravan 
as well as a mobile cracking van. Once 


again the call signs have changed, with 
Yates using Trap One and the Brigadier 
using Greyhound. 


Throughout the Axon affair Horatio Chin 
proves to be a thorn in UNIT's side 
causing nothing but trouble and delay in 
UNIT dealing with Axons. Chinn's 
troublemaking begins from the moment 
when he is able to countermand Geneva's 
authority over UNIT and put himself in 
charge of dealing with Axes, It's amazing 
that Chinn is able to do this as it appears 
that he is nothing more than a bumbling 
and inept ministerial aide. When Chinn 


insists that all UNIT personnel should 
have personnel files on them including the 
Doctor, Chinn questions his involvement 
to which the Brigadier states that he is 
personally responsible for the Doctor, 
Chinn's next act is to invoke the 
emergency powers act and then tries to 
take over command of UNIT. This 
enrages the Brigadier who explains to 
Chinn that UNIT is not part of the 
Ministry of Defense and he can’t do this. 
Despite trying to cause further trouble 
for the Brigadier, UNIT and the Doctor, 
Chinn is eventually proven to be nothing 
more than an inept fool who is eventually 
removed from having any influence over 
the Axos threat. 


A death at an abandoned coal pit brings 
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UNIT and the Doctor to the South Wales 
town of Lianfairfach when the body is 
found glowing bright green (ref: The Green 
Deoth). After initial investigations, the 
Brigadier realizes that the situation at 
Lianfairfach constitutes a threat to the 
British Isles. Unlike previous 
investigations that involved UNIT, this 
time the Brigadier seems to report 
directly to a government minister. When 
the Brigadier feels that the situation needs 
to be addressed by invoking Article |7 of 
the Third Enabling Act, this minister 
overrules the Brigadier by invoking 
Article 18, Paragraph 3 which states in 
matters of 
domestic concern, 
UNIT will place 
itself at the 
disposal of the 
host nation in all 
respects. It 
appears that while 
UNIT may try to 
take over control 
of an alien threat 
or domestic 
investigation, what 
power they do 
have can be 
usurped by various 
British 
government 
ministers or 
departments. 


UNIT HQ seems 
to have relocated 
once again as it's stated that it's only a 
three hour drive from the HQ to South 
Wales. 


Yates gets to put his secret-agent training 
to work as he gets to go undercover in 
this story. 


The Sarah Jane Smith Years 


While everyone was panicking when 
dinosaurs invaded London (ref: Invasion of 
the Dinosaurs), it’s amazing that no one 
seems to be overly concerned that 
journalist Sarah Jane Smith is allowed free 
access around UNIT, which is supposed 
to be a top secret organization, and or 
when she becomes the Doctor's assistant 
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Sergeant Benton remains steadfast and 
loyal to UNIT when he disobeys General 
Finch’s orders to have the Doctor 
arrested as a traitor. 


UNIT will eventually go on to gain their 
own medical officer with the last name 
Sullivan (see Robot). Ms. Smith is still being 
allowed to roam free around UNIT 
especially during the three weeks that the 
Doctor disappears (ref: Planet of the 
Spiders). UNIT HQ appears to have 
relocated once again 
as it’s staced that it’s 
about eighty miles 
from the Buddhist 
retreat. 


The Doctor 
Regenerates 


Sarah Jane Smith and 
the Brigadier watch 
as the Third 
Doctor's features 
fade into those of 
the Fourth Doctor. 
Meanwhile, 
something large and 
mechanical enters a 
Ministry of Defence 
advanced research 
centre, killing a 
guard and breaking 
easily through a gate 
before stealing some 
documents from a 
vault. In the Doctor's laboratory, the 
Brigadier confides to Sarah that the plans 
are that of a disintegrator gun. The newly- 
regenerated Doctor is delirious, waking 
up to spout random lines from past 
adventures before falling unconscious 
again, The Brigadier summons the base 
medical officer, Lieutenant Harry Sullivan, 
to take the Doctor to sickbay and care for 
him. The mechanical creature breaks into 
another facility, this time stealing some 
components from a vault. When Sarah 
and the Brigadier return to the lab, they 
find Harry shut up ina locker, and hear the 
wheezing sound of the TARDIS starting to 
take off. Sarah bangs frantically on the 
police box, causing the Doctor to pop his 
head out. Sarah tries to coax the still 


unstable Doctor out of the TARDIS by 
saying that they need his help to find a 
stolen secret weapon. She almost fails, 
until the Doctor finally recognises her and 
the Brigadier, Charged with the task of 
investigating the theft of the plans for the 
disintegrator gun, a newly-regenerated 
Doctor joins UNIT in an investigation into 
the theft of top secret plans and 
equipment from supposedly secure 
premises (ref: Robot). The Brigadier is 
quite easily able to arrange for a pass for 
Sarah to visit the top-secret Think Tank 


facility and Benton is promoted from 
Sergeant to Warrant Officer. 


After the events with the giant robot, 
UNIT seems to have gone through some 
sort of an internal reorganization as UNIT 
is now described as a military 
investigations team (ref: Terror of the 
Autons). Benton seems to have received 
another promotion as he now has the 
designation of RSM (Regimental Sergeant- 
Major). 


The Doctor and Sarah find themselves in 
the English village of Devesham near the 
Space Defence Station, but the village 
seems deserted, the telephones don't 
work, calendars are stuck on the same 
date and suited figures are wandering 
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about aimlessly. The Doctor intends to 
get to the Space Defence Station and 
contact UNIT but when the Doctor 
arrives at UNIT HQ, the Brigadier 
appears to be away in Geneva and has left 
Colonel Faraday in charge (ref: The 
Android Invasion). 


Prior to working with UNIT it appears 
that both Benton and Harry Sullivan spent 
time working at the Space Defence 
Station, 


When scientists in 
the Antarctic uncover 
two mysterious seed 
pods, the Doctor is 
called in to investigate 
(ref: The Seeds of 
Doom). The UNIT 
team that assists the 
Doctor is lead by 
Major Beresford. 
UNIT seems to have 
undergone some 
further 
reorganization as it 
appears to be acting 
as a world secret 
police force which is 
quite different to how 
it was originally 
conceived. UNIT also 
seems to have the 
power to intercept 
general 
communications 
without getting prior 
authority from any specific entity. 


From here the years would pass before 
UNIT seemed to become involved in any 
sort of major world event. It's not known 
exactly how active they were during this 
time period, or to what extent, but it was 
apparent that they took this time to 
reorganize themselves into more of a 
multi-national entity with branches all 
round the world. 


Former operatives from this time in 
UNIT's history would move on or retire, 
Benton would go on to retire from UNIT, 
eventually becoming a used-car salesman 
(ref; Mawdryn Undead). Benton would 
later marry and have three children (ref; 
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Genocide) 

Harry Sullivan would eventually work for 
NATO (ref: Harry Sullivan's War). By 1997 
he would become a Deputy Director at 
MIS (ref: System Shock). 


Mike Yates was dismissed from UNIT 
after his involvement in Operation 
Golden Age (ref: Invasion of the Dinosaurs). 


Lethbridge-Stewart retired from UNIT 
and the military, taking a post as an A-level 
maths teacher (ref: Mawdryn Undead). By 
the late 1990s, Lethbridge-Stewart 
married his second wife, Doris (ref: 
Battlefield). The Brigadier would come out 
of retirement briefly to help UNIT and its 
n ¢ w 
commander, 
Brigadier 
Bambera, deal 
with an 
invasion froma 
parallel 
universe by the 
sorceress 


Morgaine. 
After the 
Brigadier's 


retirement he 
would be 
succeeded by 
Colonel J 
Charles 
Crichton (ref: 
The Five 
Doctors). 


A New UNIT 


In the English countryside near the village 
of Carbury, a nuclear missile convoy 
under the command of UNIT Brigadier 
Winifred Bambera has run into difficulties. 
Lying on the bed of nearby Lake Vortigern 
is a spaceship from another dimension 
containing the body of King Arthur, 
supposedly held in suspended animation, 
and his sword Excalibur. Ancelyn, a knight 
from the other dimension, arrives on 
Earth to aid the King but is followed by his 
rival Mordred and the latter's mother, a 
powerful sorceress named Morgaine. A 
battle breaks out between UNIT and 
Morgaine’s men. Brigadier Lethbridge- 


Stewart comes out of retirement to assist 
in the crisis and ends up using silver bullets 
to kill the Destroyer — an awesomely- 
powerful creature unshackled by 
Morgaine to devour the world — although 
he himself is almost killed in the process 
(ref: Battlefield). 


Over the years preceding these events, 
UNIT would evolve into a multi-cultural 
organization and be eventually 
commanded by Brigadier Winifred 
Bambera, one of its first women 
commanders. UNIT's weaponry has been 
significantly updated and has been tailored 
for fighting alien threats. 


Sergeant Zbrigniev had formerly served 
with Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart and is 
fully aware of whom the Doctor is and 
that he has the ability to change his 
appearance. Apparently UNIT has 
adopted a policy of informing its 
operatives who and what the Doctor is. 


The retired Lethbridge-Stewart is 
recalled back to duty by the UN Secretary 
General when it's revealed that the 
Doctor has become involved in the events 
at Carbury. Despite having been retired 
for these past few years, the Brigadier 
seems to be up-to-date on all of UNIT's 
recent developments and changes. 
Lethbridge-Stewart also seems to be 
familiar with Bambera suggesting that they 
have previously worked together. 
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At some point in the late twentieth/early 
twenty-first century, a book on the 
history of UNIT was published (ref; 
Whatever Happened to Sarah Jane’). 


In the name of "home world security’, 
UNIT adopted a questionable attitude 
towards civil rights and liberties, which 
the Doctor found disquieting (ref: The 
Sontaran Stratagem), UNIT maintained a 
secret prison where a small number of 
detainees could be held without charges 
needing to be pressed or without the 
usual rights of prisoners, This suggested 
UNIT has a somewhat more malevolent 
side than other recorded encounters may 
suggest. Among 
those kept at one 
time as prisoner 
by UNIT was 
Toshiko Sato; she 
was only released 
when jack 
Harkness and 
Torchwood 
Three convinced 
her to work for 
them (ref: 
Fragments) 


At some stage 
prior to the 2009 
2 Ontar en 
invasion, UNIT 
changed its name 
from United 
Nations 
Intelligence Taskforce to Unified 
Intelligence Taskforce. UNIT retained its 
traditional logos, however, even though 
they displayed the now-technically 
incorrect initialization ‘U.N.1.T." (ref: The 
Sontaran Strategem). 


In 2005, UNIT sent a delegation to a 
gathering of experts to 10 Downing 
Street in response to a spaceship crashing 
in the River Thames. All of the experts 
were electrocuted by the family Slitheen 
(ref: Aliens of London). By this time, UNIT 
and the Torchwood Institute were aware 
of each other. UNIT asked for the 
assistance of Torchwood's Owen Harper 
during this incident 


whotopa 


40 


During Christmas 2006, UNIT had a 
command center located in the Tower of 
London which was under the command of 
Major Richard Blake (ref; The Christrnas 
Invasion). 


UNIT maintained some contact with 
Torchwood Three, even after the Battle 
of Canary Wharf. Torchwood 
Three's leader, Jack Harkness, 
would occasionally confer with 
the heads of UNIT and once 
asked for and received the help 
of Martha Jones, a medical 
doctor and former companion 
of the Doctor's, who he and the 
Doctor had suggested for a 
position with UNIT. 


By 2008 UNIT operated a 
floating aircraft carrier airship, 
the Valiant, which was mainly 
designed by British Minister of 
Defence, (actually the latest 
incarnation of the Master), 
Harold Saxon (ref: The Sound of 
Drums/Lost of the Time Lords). 


Sarah Jane Smith remained in 
friendly contact with UNIT, 
leading to its involvement in 
cleaning up a Slitheen plot (ref; 
Revenge of the Slitheen). 


Prior to the 2009 Sontaran 
invasion, Martha Jones was 
tasked with alerting him about 
it when the preparations for 
the invasion were discovered 
(ref; The Sontaran Strategem). 
Apparently, now-Sir Alistair 
Lethbridge-Stewart still had 
some involvement with UNIT * 
at this time, though he had gone 
to Peru for undisclosed reasons (ref: The 
Poison Sky). Following the defeat of the 
Sontarans, UNIT began reverse- 
engineering some technology scavenged 
from the aliens, and launched Project 
Indigo to create a backpack-sized 
teleportation device. Jones was seconded 
as medical advisor for the project (which 
was top secret, although Harkness found 
out about it), and stationed at UNIT's 
base in New York City. UNIT also 
developed a contingency plan called the 


Osterhagen Project; in the event of global 
conquest that seemed unending, three 
out of five UN facilities would end 
humanity's suffering by destroying the 
planet with nuclear weaponry under the 
Earth's crust (ref: The Stolen 
Earth/fourney’s End). 


Following the relocation of the Earth and 

two-dozen other planets to the Medusa 
Cascade, UNIT went on high alert, and 
then to a war footing as the Dalek invasion 
began (ref: The Stolen Earth). 


During Easter 2010, UNIT was called out 
to a tunnel near Brixton after a bus 
carrying the Doctor and other passengers 
had gone through a wormhole. The 
Doctor managed to contact UNIT and he 
got through to the senior officer of site 
Captain Eris Mogambo and also spoke 
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with their scientific adviser, Professor 
Malcolm Taylor. The Doctor managed to 
get the bus back to its current location but 
the Swarm — rapacious planet-devouring 
stingray-like creatures — managed to get 
through to Earth. Magambo and UNIT 
fought the Swarm, which resulted in 
UNIT winning and she later thanked the 
Doctor. The Doctor also 
recommended to Magambo that 
there might be two more potential 
UNIT recruits from the bus, 
namely Barclay and Nathan (ref: 


Planet of the Dead). 


When Gita Chandra is kidnapped 
by Mrs. Wormwood, it turns out 
to be a trap for Sarah Jane Smith. 
Mrs. Wormwood has joined 
forces with another of Sarah Jane's 
enemies; as they prepare to settle 
old scores with her, Sarah Jane 
turns to help from her old friend, 
retired Brigadier Lethbridge- 
Stewart, who is able to get Sarah 
entrance into UNIT's Black 
Archive to retrieve the Tunguska 
Scrolls to defeat Mrs. Wormwood, 
UNIT personnel try to stop her 
(ref: Enemy of the Bane). 


Due to the international nature of 
the organization, quite often UNIT 
was viewed with suspicion by local 
military and national security 
agencies, who felt that it might 
impinge on their sovereignty. 
UNIT's existence was known to 
the public, but mainly as a security 
organization — its actual agenda 
was classified, some believing it to 
be some kind of covert counter- 
terrorist unit, 


Despite the change of name to the Unified 
Intelligence Taskforce, the United 
Nations still retained a measure of 
command over UNIT, calling it to yellow 
alert prior to the 456 incident (ref: 
Children of Earth). 
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A Knife at the Gunfight 


Torchwood can blow a Sycorax ship out 
of the sky. UNIT troops get their asses 
handed to them by munchkins in power 
armour, 


In the classic series, UNIT has all too often 
seemed far less equipped to deal with 
things than Brigadier Lethbridge- 
Stewart's brave and bold words to Liz 
Shaw in Spearhead from Space (1970) 
would lead us to believe. Despite his 
confident proclamation that UNIT deals 
with “the odd and the unexplained, on 
Earth and beyond”, one is invariably left 
with the impression that without the 
Doctor, it would be hard pressed to deal 
with anything. 


The organisation's tactics and leadership 
are often questionable and all too 
conventional. The Brigadier’s first impulse 
is generally to attack. While that's 
understandable for a standard military 
man dealing with normal, earthly forces, 
for someone in charge of UNIT, an 
‘intelligence taskforce’ charged with 
dealing with alien encounters and 
unexplained phenomena, one would 
expecta little more open-mindedness and 
outside-the-box thinking, Especially when 
it has a centuries’ old, time and space 
travelling alien capable of regenerating 
himself for a scientific advisor. 


One would expect a little more 
deferment to an advisor with those kinds 
of qualifications. Instead, on multiple 
occasions, with the Doctor saying, 
essentially, “Let me deal with this (you 
silly primitive humans)", the Brigadier’s 
response was to send in some troops to 
blast away impotently with conventional 
firearms, maybe suffering a few casualties 
in the process, and then, often in a state of 
incredulity at the failure, come back to the 
Doctor, asking for help and allowing him 
to do what should been have done in the 
first place. 


By Joseph Avery-North 


But then again, this is an organisation that 
once had a sign in front of their “Top 
Secret HQ" announcing not only whose 
base it was but providing the commanding 
officer's name as well. And there is that 
age-old axiom that ‘military intelligence’ is 
an oxymoron. 


Scill, with all that UNIT encountered, 
you'd expect its team of experts to learn 
from the past and modify their tactics 
accordingly. They rarely did. You'd also 
expect some intelligence gathering, 
especially in regards to captured alien 
technology and the reverse-engineering 
of such technology. While you're not 
going to get much from giant green 
maggots or dinosaurs, androids, Autons, 
Cybermen, Daleks and Zygons should 
provide at least something of value. 
Instead, UNIT’s arsenal was comprised of 
contemporary firearms, with the 
occasional gold- or silver-tipped bullets. It 
did have a laser rifle once, in The Seeds of 
Doom (1976), but it didn’t do its troops 
much good. 


In the revived series, UNIT still manages 
to put in a pretty poor showing more 
often than not. Its first appearance in 
Aliens of London (2005) was less than 
auspicious. Its high-level experts in extra- 
terrestrial life were wiped out by a group 
of flaculent aliens with a tendency to giggle 
each time they broke wind, 


UNIT's next appearance in The Christmas 
Invasion (2005), allows it to regain some 
esteem. Its personnel have got some very 
sophisticated translation software. But all 
it really does however is tell them, in 
pretty much any language they want, that 
they're in deep trouble. There's a cry for 
the Doctor to come and save the Earth 
and, while taking a backseat to the Doctor 
is quite understandable, poor UNIT is 
completely upstaged by Torchwood in 


the end, when they blow the departing 
Sycorax ship to smithereens with, of all 
the crazy things, some captured alien 
technology. 


UNIT has been around far longer. Why is 
it completely outclassed by Torchwood? 
Well, we need a ‘wibbly-wobbly timey- 
wimey’ explanation for that.. 


UNIT was apparently formed sometime 
in the 1960s, after some adventures with 
the Second Doctor. Some say its roots 
actually start with the Seventh Doctor, 
when he revisits 1963, right around when 
his first incarnation left the Earth, to deal 
with the Daleks and the Hand of Omega in 
Remembrance of the Daleks (1988) UNIT 
worked most closely with the Third and 
to a brief extent, the Fourth sometime in 
the 1970s and 1980s (we're not dealing 
with the UNIT Dating Controversy here). 
That's plenty of time and exposure to 
alien encounters to start acquiring some 
technological advancements. 


The first we hear of Torchwood is in the 
twenty-first century but we learn that it 
was actually formed in the nineteenth, as a 
result of the Tenth Doctor's encounter 
with Queen Victoria. One of the things 
Torchwood is founded for is to guard 
against the Doctor himself. That would 
normally beg the question of why it never 
attempted to capture the Doctor before, 
especially when his third incarnation was 
UNIT's scientific advisor and exiled to 
Earth, unable to escape. The explanation 
has to be ‘wibbly-wobbly timey-wimey’ 
and for good measure must include a few 
phrases like ‘crossing time streams, 
‘temporal paradoxes’ and maybe even 
‘fixed points in time’. Suffice it to say, 
while UNIT has had roughly four decades 
of experience, it turns out Torchwood 
has had two centuries. 


So, Torchwood is a product of Imperial 
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Britain's nineteenth-century monarchy, a 
distinctly British affair as far as funding and 
operations. Torchwood One is in 
London, Torchwood Two in Glasgow, 
Torchwood Three in Cardiff, Torchwood 
Four who knows where, and they once 
had Torchwood India as well, UNIT, on 
the other hand, is an_ international 
organisation with, one would assume, far 
greater resources — and it still comes up 
short. 


It did have the 
Valiant, the massive 
airborne aircraft 
carrier we first learn 
of in The Sound of 
the Drums (2007). 
But even that wasn't 
really its own idea, It 
was designed by the 
Master, when he 
was under the guise 
of Defense Minister 
Harold Saxon, prior 
to becoming Prime 
Minister and 
revealing himself. 
And the Valiant’s 
main weaponry was 
a scaled-down 
version of the 
weapon that 
Torchwood had 
acquired and 
reverse-engineered 
from a downed 
Jathaa Sun Glider. 
Even more puzzling 
was that the weapon 
was on the ship's 
underbelly, only 
allowing it to fire 
down, at the Earth. 
One has to assume 
that that was the 
Master's influence 
because surely 
someone at UNIT must have pointed out 
that aliens usually come from outer space. 


In UNIT's encounter with the Sontarans 
in The Sontaran Stratagem (2008), its 
troops fire ineffectively, their guns 
defeated by the Sontaran’s ability to make 
the copper bullets expand and jam the 


weapon, Its solution is simply using non- 
copper bullets. And the Valiant’s great 
contribution is using its giant turbines to 
clear the air of the poison gas, When all 
else fails, going back to the basics never 
hurts but UNIT should have more 
advanced weaponry, Plain and simple 
About the only time we really hear of it 
reverse-engineering anything is in Turn 
Left (2008) when its experts are using 
some technology from the TARDIS; and 


in The Stolen Earth/Journey’s End (2008) 
when they're toying about with Sontaran 
teleportation technology. 


Why has UNIT simply never researched 
or made use of captured alien technology 
the way Torchwood has? Instead, it 
always comes off as being pretty much 
hopelessly outclassed without the 


Doctor, Captain Jack's rag-tag team at 
Torchwood Three is more formidable. 
Even Sarah Jane, K9, her computer Mr. 
Smith and her crew of kids seem better 
equipped to deal with alien threats. 


Perhaps there's a pacifistic component 
somewhere in UNIT’s charter, preventing 
it from researching and developing 
advanced weaponry because of its 
international organisation. Beyond char, it 
simply makes no 
sense for such an 
organisation to be 
so woefully and 
inadequately 
equipped. Even if the 
Doctor himself, 
during his various 
incarnations, 
worked against it in 
that regard, the 
Dector has been 
away more often 
than not. UNIT has 
some affiliation with 
Torchwood and it's 
encountered far too 
much in its own 
right not to have 
more advanced 
weapons 
technology. It's 
inexcusable really. 


] 


I've always 
wondered if that 
was the reason the 
real-life United 
Nations insisted on 
having its name 
removed from the 
i bet te ns l 
organisation in 2005. 
It had had no 
problems with the 
name and 
association for 
decades. But after the airing of the first 
series of the revived show, perhaps they 
were finally tired of UNIT being 
essentially a Keystone Cops organisation 
whose best and brightest had just been 
wiped out by farting, giggling aliens. | know 
would be 
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UNIT Episode Reviews 
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Some of fandom's keenest critics sit down and review the UNIT 
saga 


am The Invasion.) 


Reviewed by Will Brooks 


The Invasion is somewhat unique amongst 
classic series Doctor Who. It's the very 
first UNIT story, but it's not the UNIT 
that we come to know and love over the 
following half-decade; it's a UNIT that we 
won't see again for another 40 years. 
When | think of UNIT, I think of them ina 
big house. A handful of soldiers, all under 
the control of the Brigadier. They stumble 
upon cases and they make their way 
through with help from the Doctor. But 
the UNIT that we get to see in this story is 
a completely different kettle of fish 


The UNIT of The Invasion is well- 
equipped, operating out of state-of-the- 
art bases in the back of aircraft. Compare 
this to the offices from which they work 
come the following year, in Spearhead 
From Space; offices which, it has often 
been remarked, look as though they're 
built in the middle of a car-park. 


Corporal Benton is quick and stealthy in 
following the Doctor and Jamie, and UNIT 
are already on to looking at International 
Electromatics. All in all, this is a UNIT that 
we wouldn't get to see again for another 
40 years, not until The Sontaran 
Stratagem in 2008. 

The thing that most people know about 
The Invasion, even those who have never 
seen i, is chat it's a Cybermen story, the 
last Cybermen story for several years. But 
at its heart, this isn't really a Cybermen 
story at all — they're just there as shiny 
targets to be shot at and provide some 
action halfway through the story. 


This is more a story about human conflict 
and power. The head of International 
Electromatics, Tobias Vaughn, is a 
ruthless businessman; a character that 
would crop up more in the revived series 
of Doctor Who — in the form of the heads 
of Ood Enterprises and the motivations 
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behind the Lady Cassandra. 


The Invasion truly stands out, and is a 
fitting first story for our favorite counter- 
alien team. It refines the Brigadier, making 
him far more likable than he was in his first 
appearance. It gives us a few UNIT 
regulars, and it manages to hold its pace 
across the eight episodes. Though the 
Cybermen may be minimal in this episode, 
it’s a fitting send-off for their Troughton- 
era appearances; and begins to set them 
up for the future. They're not the stealthy, 
cunning manipulators, poisoning the sugar 
on the Moonbase, or hiding in eges aboard 
the Wheel, they're there to advance, and 
stand around, glinting in the shadows. 

All in all, The Invasion isn't just the first 
UNIT story; it’s a template for ideas that 
will last another four decades. And 
beyond... 
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wed by Grant Bull 


Spearhead from Space... what hasn't this 
serial got? It's near-perfect Who in my 
opinion, If | were asked to point out its 
highlights, they would run something like 
this: The Doctor sneaking out of hospital 
(including the shower scene!); the 
wheelchair chase; the Doctor getting shot 
(and realising it before it happens?!); the 
Autons (multiple — smashing through 
shop windows, tearing through tents, 
revealing guns in their hands, hunting 
down poachers... yes | like Autons!); a 
visit to the waxwork museum; fake 
generals; fighting on rooftops; the Brig and 
UNIT, and on top of all 
of that Doctor Who in 
colour for the first time! 


But this adventure really 
belongs to UNIT under 
the command of 
Brigadier Alistair 
Gordon Lethbridge- 
Stewart. Although we 
have already seen UNIT 
and/or the Brig tackle 
the Yeti and the 
Cybermen alongside the 
Doctor, their 
appearance in 
Spearhead shows them 
as a fully-established 
force. The story itself 
manages to tell a chilling 
tale and at the same time 
lay the foundations of 
what is to come over the next three 
seasons as far as UNIT's presence is 
concerned. Having been exiled to Earth 
the Doctor signs on as UNIT’s scientific 
advisor, with the promise of resources to 
help him repair the TARDIS and a yellow 
vintage sports car which will become 
lovingly known as Bessie... now that's 
what | call negotiating! From the outset 
we know we are going to be seeing the 
Brig and co. a lot in the forthcoming 
serials, and the subtle roll call and the 
reasoning behind UNIT's presence is 
made clear from the off when the 
Brigadier announces to newly-recruited 
scientific advisor Liz Shaw (referring to 


UNIT): 


“We deal with the odd... the unexplained. 
Anything on Earth... or beyond.” 


“In the last decade, we've been sending 
probes deeper and deeper into spoce. We've 
drawn attention to ourselves, Miss Shaw.” 


There it is in a perfect nutshell: what 
UNIT is and what it is all about. Its 


purpose ties into the whole premise of 
the show and after a few serials you start 
to wonder if Doctor Who can work 


without it again (of course it can and will). 
The UNIT personnel are the human 
presence battling the unknown. They 
become the viewer in some respects; and 
although they have a_ technological 
advantage to the other humans they are 
just as unsure of the meaning behind the 
fallen comets, and just as in the dark when 
the Auton attack starts. In desperation 
they want to preserve their planet and 
their home, Earth. They don't have the 
answers to all the questions asked of 
them, but with the Doctor enlisted on 
their books they are starting to get there. 


However UNIT does have a good degree 


of power though of which from the start 
we are made aware, such as Liz Shaw's 
employment to UNIT, which isn’t a 
choice she made herself. An expert on 
meteorites, she is seconded to UNIT 
against her own will from a research 
project at Cambridge University following 
recent crash landings on Earth, UNIT has 
radar tracking stations — as seen in the 
opening of the serial — which track these 
descents; and a London HQ from which 
its personnel are shown operating. They 
use live ammunition (although as they find 
out this won't aid them in their fight with 
the Autons), and are 
able to close areas, 
although need 
authorisation to raid 
premises, as confirmed 
when the Brigadier 
seeks permission from 
General Scobie. They 
are clearly familiar with 
the press and are able to 
speak directly with 
journalists, as 
demonstrated when we 
see the Brigadier 
answering questions 
over the bizarre events 
taking place. 


UNIT's presence is felt 
throughout the whole 
story as the series of 
events is watched by 
their military eye. Although not present in 
every piece of the action, there is that 
clear feeling that they are monitoring the 
events unfolding and the actions of all 
involved — including the Doctor, The 
serial ends with the negotiations 
mentioned earlier and the Doctor being 
‘employed’ by UNIT as scientific advisor, 
signing up as Doctor ‘John Smith’. 
Spearhead is a serial of change, and in this 
ending there is a clear statement that the 
immediate future of Doctor Who very 
much involves UNIT and in turn a stay on 
Earth... well, at least until the TARDIS is 
fixed! 
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Zig ~The Silurians (1970) 


Reviewed by Misha Lavenstein 


When a miner is found horribly murdered 
by a prehistoric creature, UNIT are called 
in to investigate the caves 


The Silurians is the third UNIT story, and 
as such the Brigadier and company are 
featured heavily. The adventure begins 
with an out-of-the-ordinary death 
which UNIT is called in to investigate 
by the UK government. This shows 
that government officials are aware of 
this relatively-new military taskforce, 
and that its previous involvements 
with the Yeti, Cybermen or Autons 
must, to some extent, also be known 


When UNIT arrives to investigate, 
Lawrence, the Director, resents their 
presence and tries to get higher-ups 
in the government to curtail some of 
UNIT'’s powers. This shows that 
UNIT's structure seems to allow for 
British government interference, 
even though UNIT is a UN force. It's 
possible that none of this is official, of 
course. Perhaps the method of 
affecting UNIT from within the British 
government is to talk to someone 
who knows someone who's friends 
with someone in Brussels, rather than 


an official authority to direct the 
actions of UNIT 


Even so, UNIT is shown to have some 
degree of authority, and the ability to 
gain more from higher-ups if needed 


The Brigadier explores the caves with 
armed men. One of the men fires ata 
figure in the caves, and is attacked bya 
dinosaur-like creature. 


The UNIT forces that the Brigadier 
takes into the caves to investigate are 
armed, and the Brigadier is shown to 
have the authority to fire on the 
creatures within. This shows that the 
people who created UNIT, and the 
government that allows them to operate 
within its borders, are aware of just how 
much ofa threat alien creatures are to the 
Earth, and yet, they clearly want to keep 


the information hidden from the public. 


Liz survives an encounter with a Silurian, 
and when she tells the Doctor and the 
Brigadier, a manhunt for the creature 
ensues 


During this story, UNIT is involved with 
investigating the caves, shooting at 
monsters, and starting a manhunt to find a 
plague victim. All things that various other 
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forces within the UK would normally be 
and UNIT acts in 
cooperation with the army and the police 
at various times. The one thing that UNIT 
seems to be missing is a diplomat, whose 
job it is to attempt to negotiate peacefully 
with whatever threat UNIT finds 
itself up against. This makes the 
whole organization appear to be 


called out to do, 


designed as an offensive force only 
When all you have employed is 
soldiers, all you're going to be able 
to do is shoot at things. 


Perhaps the Doctor realizes this 
early on, and that is why he initially 
decides to stick around UNIT. He 
knows that the Brigadier and others 
in UNIT’s employ will not have the 
protocol in place to make peaceful 
contact with either alien visitors or 
as-yet-undiscovered intelligent 
species that dwell on (or under) the 
Earth 


The Doctor feels he is on the verge 
of a peaceful resolution with the 
Silurians, but to his horror, the 
caves are blown up by the Brigadier 


The ending is a case of UNIT using 
brute force to overcome the 
problem. Over the course of 
Doctor Who history, the Doctor 
has blown up many enemy bases, 
but alway's as a last resort when all 
attempts to communicate have 
failed, The Doctor is upset with the 
Brigadier over this turn of events, 
but it's interesting to note that he 
doesn’t break off his affiliation with 
UNIT. Perhaps he's worried that 
influence, they'd be 
blowing up alien species every 
week, and he feels that he can keep 
better tabs on them from the inside 


without his 
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<z=zg&The Ambassadors of Death 


Reviewed by Nick Mellish 


Words often flung around Season Seven 
include gritty, dark and serious, and from 
the off you can see why such words would 
be applied to The Ambassadors of Death: 
it opens with a Recovery Mission to Mars, 
dealt with by a heavy scientific presence 
satin a sterile control room. No one deals 
with the situation with any less gravity 
than it deserves — everyone takes 
everything deadly serious. 


It’s the equivalent of watching Death to 
the Daleks and, instead of Pertwee 
delivering his “it's no good, he’s dead” line 
after one of the miners has been killed by 
the Exxilons, he laments for hours on end, 
pacing up and down with inner turmoil 
and grief, then sets about organizing his 
funeral over the space of a greyish week, 


It's good though that people are taking 
these things seriously, because elsewhere 
the story is as daft as you can get with 
vanishing tape reels; Bessie’s super 
sticking power; and the TARDIS' ability to 
send people fifteen seconds into the 
future for comedy kicks. 


These moments are few and far between 
and jar badly accordingly, the rest of the 
tale ticking those gritty, dark and serious 


boxes. Look, for example, at Lennox and 
his death, He's not swiftly shot or touched 
by an Ambassador; he’s locked in a room 
with a radioactive isotope, meaning he 
dies a painful, long and protracted death, 
See also the poor worker flung off a metal 
staircase. He doesn’t just hit the floor and 
die, he lands on his back, meaning that if by 
any miracle he does survive, then he's 
almost certainly going to be in horrific 
pain and disabled by the accident. This is 
nasty stuff, 


And tying in with this atmosphere is 
UNIT. A world away from the cuddly 
family we get in Season Eight (and to an 
extent in The Invasion, too, where 
everyone is a tad upper-class and jolly 
good), UNIT here is to be taken seriously; 
it is a force to be reckoned with. This is a 
world away from “TOP SECRET 
ORGANISATION’ signs being placed 
outside UNIT HQ. 


UNIT gives the impression of being a very 
large organisation here, if you take into 
the account the number of soldiers killed 
throughout the story and the apparently 
never-diminishing amount of uniformed 
people around. They are obviously 
treated with the utmost respect, too, 


given their presence at such an important 
eventas the Mars Probe landing, 


It's interesting to watch the Brigadier and 
the Doctor here. Their relationship is in 
no way the close friendship they have 
later on, feeling far more detached and 
professional than warm. It's interesting 
also to see Benton here, that cuddly 
reliable chum in later stories, relegated to 
a... well, I'd say ‘supporting role” but | fear 
that’s rather overstating it. It seems odd 
to see him surrounded by this harder, less 
cosy UNIT than the Family of later stories, 
much in the same way it’s strange to 
compare the Brigadier of The Web of 
Fear to the one in The Sarah Jane 
Adventures. 


More than anything though, in a story so 
serious, UNIT follows suit and gives an air 
of steel to proceedings. It may become a 
bit of a joke later on, but right here and 
right now it is a tight, organized team of 
able defenders, treating everything 
seriously and encouraging everyone else 
to follow suit. 


Gritty, dark and serious? Undoubtedly. 
Probably even more so than the story 
itself. 
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When | think about a typical UNIT story 
line a number of key constituents come to 
mind; monsters on the doorstep; a mad 
scientist, an equally mad project which 
threatens the Earth; lots of explosions; 
and the Havoc stunt team. Now, perhaps 
these staples are more typical of early- 
1970s UNIT than mid-1970s UNIT; and 
it's certainly true that once the Doctor's 
exile is lifted, the dynamics between UNIT 
and its scientific advisor begin to shift 
ground. But for all that, the above items 
remain, at least for me, a sort of shopping 
list for a traditional UNIT outing. And for 
sure Season Seven’s finale, Inferno, ticks 
all the above boxes in quite some style. 


The basic narrative behind Inferno is fairly 
straightforward: an obsessed scientist 
seeks to tap into the geothermal power of 
the Earth by penetrating the planet's 
fragile crust. The Doctor and UNIT are 
on scene to monitor things and, before 
you know it, all hell is let loose by way of 
the dangerously-unbalanced Professor 
Stahiman; his potentially planet-shattering 
drill; and a decidedly unpleasant oozing 
substance released by the drilling process. 
This last danger provides a Jekyll and 
Hyde-style diversion as, upon skin 
contact, it gradually transforms its 
unsuspecting victim into a Primord: a 
super-heated creature with frightening 


physical strength. 


| think Inferno has it all: a solid plot; first- 
rate stunt work; excellent location 
filming; and an increasingly strong rapport 
between the newly-arrived Third Doctor 
and his UNIT colleagues. Importantly, 
over the coming seasons this last 
component would quickly move from one 
of utilitarian cooperation to genuine 
friendship. Inferno — like the rest of 
Season Seven — lies closer to the former 
than the latter, and is all the better for it. 


And that’s about it — isn’t it? Well, aside 
from the above script-writing must-haves, 
there also happens to be the appearance 
of a major plot device previously unseen 


So|nferno «1970 


Reviewed by Jez Strickley 


in Doctor Who — a parallel Earth, 
complete with its very own Professor 
Stahiman and said drill. No more is this 
simply a tale of environmental vandalism 
and scientific hubris. Now it’s dabbling in 
the theory of multiverses. 


For fans of Who post-2005 this is a well- 
known device. In recent years it's given us 
an alternate genesis story for the 
Cybermen in Rise of the Cybermen/The 


Age of Steel (2006); the Cult of Skaro 
versus yet more Cybermen in Army of 
Ghosts/Doomsday (2006); a Doctor-lite 
Donna-heavy diversion by way of the 
terrific Turn Left (2008); and yet another 
Dalek-based series finale in The Stolen 
Earth/Journey’s End (2008). Indeed, for 
today’s younger generation of Whovians 
the multiverses concept is commonplace. 
Back in the day, however, it was a 
decidedly rare animal. 


| must admit I really like the idea of parallel 
worlds (and who wasn’t happy to see a 
Daleks versus Cybermen stand-off in 
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Doomsday?), but I’m less than impressed 
by Russell T. Davies repetitive use of it. | 
think it's been overplayed and, more 
importantly, it’s tended to leave the door 
open for some rather contrived story 
telling. But that's for another article. 
Thankfully, Inferno is made of sterner 
stuff. 


Shipwrecked on a parallel Earth, the 
Doctor discovers his trusty UNIT 
comrades’ parallel selves are equally 
caught up in the machinations of 
Professor Stahiman — but that’s as far as 
the similarities go, UNIT’s best are now 
unashamed servitors to a dreadful fascist 
state, as far removed from the values of 
the Brigadier and company as you could 
possibly imagine. 


And what a makeover this presents in 
terms of the various recurring characters. 
The gentlemanly Sergeant Benton 
becomes a jackbooted thug; Liz Shaw is 
reduced to parroting the dogma of the 
state; and, perhaps worst of all, the 
Brigadier is a detestable bully, and a 
cowardly one at that. 


All of which gives this story its edge; it’s 
not typical UNIT fare, despite ably dolling 
out all the regular ingredients. When you 
think about how the UNIT set-up became 
increasingly cosy over the years, you may 
find yourself conjuring up images of the 
Brigadier being ribbed over his kilt in 
Terror of the Zygons (1975); Benton 
being reduced to a baby in The Time 
Monster (1973); or any number of friendly 
altercations between Jon Pertwee's dandy 
Time Lord and Nicholas Courtney's 
unflappable officer. But if you watch 
Inferno I'm afraid you'll be in for a 
surprise, This UNIT installment is the raw 
deal, warts and all, On the down side it’s 
perhaps an episode or two too long, but 
for all its episodic excess it makes for 
powerful viewing. And | can’t recommend 
it highly enough. 

Rating: 9.5/10 
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You know one of the things | really like 
about Doctor Who? It’s the little things. In 
Part One of Terror of the Autons, we see 
a Time Lord character. He appears for 
less than five minutes. It’s the only thing | 
know the actor from. But he takes the 
part with extra gusto and is great for it. 
Lovely little cameos like that, 


Terror of the Autons is where the things 
we all know and love about the Pertwee 
era start to come together. We already 
had UNIT and the Brigadier, but now we 
see the débuts of Jo Grant, Mike Yates and 
the Master. Truly the Pertwee era is born 
with this story. It is the story of the 
Master, who wishes 
to bring the Nestene 
Consciousness back 
to Earth, for reasons 
unexplained. 


Autons hold up 
rather well for a 
programme made 
nearly forty years 
ago. A lot of the 
acting — Michael 
Wisher immediately 
comes to mind, but 
there is also a top- 
notch cameo from 
the recently departed 
Harry Towb — is 
excellent. There is 
some nice dialogue, 
Jon Pertwee is on fine 
form (but that is 
usually a given). Of 
particular note is the 
moment where he 
frightens a pen pusher into helping UNIT. 
Some other reviews claim that this shows 
up the Pertwee era as Tory in nature, 
since the Doctor claims to know senior 
Whitehall figures, but chen, I'd argue that 
the key word there is ‘claims’. Besides, his 
retort to Rossini when Rossini says 
“Gentleman don't talk about money” 
(“Gentlemen never talk about anything 
else!) is said with enough disdain to show 
where his feelings lie! 


Roger Delgado produces a mesmeric 
performance as the Master in his first 
appearance: an adversary who seems to 
respect the Doctor is all too rare. 
Thankfully, we were to see him many 
more times before his tragic death in 
1973. The Master hypnotises, connives 
and charms his way through Terror of the 
Autons and is never less than fascinating. If 
it wasn't for the fact that he had that nasty 
habit of killing folk, and working with 
invading enemies, and trying to hurt the 
Doctor, then he would be quite likeable. 
As it is, he almost is. | think it was Joe 
Lidster that said that was exactly how the 


Master should be. He should be charming 
and likeable, and leave you thinking “This 
man is actually not bad” and then, only 
then, should it occur to you who you are 
agreeing with. Never was this point of 
view more obvious than when Roger 
Delgado was in the role. 


Now if you see the title of this story you 
might expect two things: terror and 
Autons. 
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Reviewed by Michael S$. Collins 


There are Autons, in their second of 
three appearances to date. Here, they are 
better than in Rose, and not as good as in 
Spearhead from Space. They talk! They 
are however effective at what they do. Ina 
great scene in Part Three, one is knocked 
down a near fifty-foot drop (by the looks 
of it) and then gets right up again as if 
nothing had happened! Nightmare fodder, 
The Autons used to quite honestly scare 
the bejesus out of me as a lad, and things 
like this did not help chat phobia atall. 


And the terror holds up well too. The 
troll doll is horrific, The daffodil-handing- 
out Autons creepy. 
Would have been 
nicer if they didn’t 
start talking, but then, 
the show got in 
enough trouble as it is 
with this story. The 
Auton policemen, 
who gave me so many 
nervous nights as a 
child. And in one of my 
favourite moments, 
the Doctor opening a 
safe only to find an 
Auton inside! This 
story does what it says 
on the label. 


Robert Holmes once 
said that “terrifying 
the little [children)” 
was one of the perks 
of his job. With stories 
like this, it's easy to see 
why. It's not one of 
the best Pertwee stories — though chat is 
no disgrace, given how strong that era was 
~ but it is still a very good, enjoyable story 
in its own right. And one that may give a 
few sleepless nights, or jolts, to the first 
time viewer even today. I'd call that a 
success! 
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The Mind of Evil is Doctor Who at its 
most James Bond-like — an exciting thriller 
with only a smattering of science-fiction 
elements. Which is what makes UNIT's 
involvement rather odd. Why is UNIT 
being asked to provide security for an 
international peace conference? Surely 
that isn't in its remit of protecting the 
Earth against strange and unexplained 
threats? Wouldn't the regular army be a 
more appropriate choice? And who 
thought it'd be a good idea to have them 
choose the very same day to transfer a 
secret weapon of mass destruction across 
the country? The only science-fiction 
element here — beyond the involvement 
of two Time Lords — is the existence of 
the Keller creature, something that 
initially doesn’t involve UNIT at all. The 
Doctor simply uses his credentials as a 
way of getting a look-in at the Keller 
Machine's unveiling. 


The Brigadier really isn't a very good 
diplomat, is he? The poor fellow seems 
totally out of his depth when confronted 


The Claws of Axos is a typical Pertwee 
era story featuring UNIT. Like so many 
stories from the early part of Pertwee's 
tenure, UNIT's involvement in the story is 
integral to the overall plot. It plays an 
important part in ensuring the defeat of 
this story's chief villain and baddie, the 
Axons. While it wouldn't be Doctor 
Who if the Doctor didn't play an 
important part in the story, without 
UNIT's participation and involvement, the 
story's actions would spiral out of 
control, 

UNIT, along with Brigadier Lethbridge- 
Stewart are the glue that holds this story 
together. From the very first scenes in 
episode one, UNIT is first and foremost at 
the front of the action as it is UNIT that 
discovers that an unknown entity is swiftly 
approaching the Earth and heading for 


with awkward Chinese delegates with 
complex social mores. The guy's just not 
trained for it. Give him a missile convoy 
and he's much more comfortable. Still, 
liberating an occupied prison seems to 
give him a moment's trouble — “You'd 
need an army to get in there!” he cries. 
Fortunately, he soon remembers that he 
actually has an army, although he still opts 
to sneak in disguised as a barrow boy. At 
least this leads to a great scene as the 
troops finally storm the place, ending in a 
massive fire-fight with the rebellious 
inmates — one of UNIT's best moments. 


There are plenty of other member of 
UNIT to watch here, though. Aside from 
the little-seen Corporal Bell, aide to the 
Brig, and the wonderful ninny Major 
Cosworth, there are big scenes for both 
Benton and Yates. They both get a good 
beating up, but each of them proves to be 
tough and resourceful in the midst of a 
crisis situation. For once, you can actually 
believe these guys are in the army, even if 
Yates rather inappropriately refers to the 


rural England. In twenty-first century 
Doctor Who we would see the 
government, or some other 
governmental body, receive the Axon 
distress call first, but in The Claws of Axos 
it is UNIT who first intercepts and 
deciphers the Axon pleas for help to the 
peoples of Earth. UNIT is also the first to 
make ‘first contact’ with the Axons and 
while the inept Chinn is so accepting of 
the Axons explanations, it is the Brigadier, 
along with the Doctor, who doesn’t quite 
accept, or fully trust these new alien 
visitors. 


Throughout the story, the Brigadier has 
to put up with Chinn's constant meddling 
and disorganization; and it is to the 
Brigadier’s credit that he remains so calm 
and resourceful throughout all of what 
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The Mind of Evil «s7» 


Reviewed by Dan Tessier 


Chinese aide, Captain Chin Lee, as “a bit 
of a dolly” when she’s still seemingly in 
earshot. Yet it's jo Grant who comes off 
best here, admirably coping with violent, 
rioting prisoners and helping the Doctor 
mastermind their escape. 


In spite of the heavy UNIT involvement, 
it’s the Master and the Doctor that 
dominate the serial. You have to feel 
sorry for the Brigadier, putting up with 
the Doctor all the time. He flaunts his 
UNIT pass to get where he wants, then 
refuses to come to the man's aid when 
required. He shows him up in front of the 
Chinese delegate (oddly intimating that he 
once counted the dictator Mao Tse Tung 
as a friend — not long after seemingly 
hinting that he advocates the death 
penalty). Then, after getting himself 
captured and imprisoned, he's rescued 
from certain death by the Brigadier, and 
what's his reply? “Do you think for once 
you could manage to arrive before the 
nick of time?" Ungrateful old goat. 


© The Claws of Axosus7)) 


Reviewed by Bob Furnell 


Chinn puts them through. In the end, it is 
because of UNIT's resourcefulness that 
the Axon threat does not get even further 
inroad than what it does. It is the 
Brigadier, UNIT, and the Doctor, that 
save the day in the end. 
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Reviewed by Steve Tomporowski 


The Daemons is a five-part serial early in the 
career of the Third Doctor, Jon Pertwee. At 
this time, the Doctor is earthbound and 
alternates between fixing the TARDIS and 
solving mysteries for UNIT. Nominally, the 
Doctor is in the ‘pay’ of UNIT but 
circumstances usually turn out differently. 


As a full-fledged UNIT story, this adventure 
comes complete with all the regulars: Jo 
Grant, Captain Yates, Sergeant Benton and 
Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart. Further, 
UNIT spends the whole serial doing what it 
does best: trying to figure out why it isn’t 
effective — such as Benton spending lots of 
time getting beaten up by the locals. Which 
doesn’t sound too good for UNIT's Basic 
Training. 


The fact of an Earth-bound Doctor is only 
the beginning in understanding this serial. A 
lot of the ensuing mish-mash of action 
springs from the general movie themes of 
the time. Two movie styles were dominant. 
First we had the typical ‘sci-fi’ offering which 
was just a monster movie with some 
technobabble thrown in. One of the 
dominant techniques in this genre was not 
actually seeing the monster until the key 
moment. The other movie type was the 
supernatural thriller. This usually began 
with a science versus magic discussion, with 
the science ‘person’ being stumped at the 
end for a ‘rational’ explanation, One of the 
main strategies here was the person of 
authority who secretly turns out to be evil. 


Take these two genres, add UNIT and shake 
well. While the narrative does hold up to 
casual viewing, and is exciting, don't think 
too hard as the elements don't fit together. 


Art the core, this is another plot by the 
Master to dominate Earth by allying with 
ancient aliens. This is overlaid with 
significant occult symbolism. The Master, as 
vicar, has raised a coven as a method to 
contacting an alien intelligence chat is 
somehow asleep or dormant in the Earth, 
While the alien's presence is explained as 
watching over an experiment, it is never 
actually explained why a modified Black 
Mass is required for contact. 


On an occult historical nove, the Master's 
ceremonies or ‘sabbats’ are based on the 
traditional Black Mass, but altered, The 
Black Mass contains the phrase: “Do what 
thou wilt shall be the whole of the law.” But 
the Master changes this to: “Do what | will, 
shall be the whole of the law.” And it fits 
nicely. 


On UNIT's end, the various key personnel 
are afforded ample time to do their thing. 
Benton and Yates are involved from the 
start. Unfortunately, both spend time a 
great deal of time pummeled by the local 
populace. At one point this is almost 
explained as supernatural strength on the 
part of the villagers, but it’s not all that clear. 


Some lighthearted moments are provided 
by UNIT's technicians assembling the 
Doctor's Energy Exchanger; and the more 
trigger happy components get their 
required shooting spree by way of chucking 
their entire arsenal at the Master's minion, a 
gargoyle called Bok. You can guess what 
happens. Nothing, There is, however, one 
shining special effect where Benton and 
Yates fire a bazooka at Bok. The creature 
shatters into a million pieces, then 
immediately reconstructs itself. 


Bok is a fairly awkward creature and one 
spends time wondering how it manages to 
keep its balance as it runs, especially 
downhill, 


The alien of the moment, however, is not 
the gargoyle but a Daemon. They are a race 
from the planet Daemos and have been 
using the Earth for experiments. His 
appearance early on is heralded by heat and 
high camera angles. In the finale, one 
wonders how a 30ft tall creature fits into 
the vault under the church. 


While the story has some explaining to do, 
the acting for the most part is strong. John 
Pertwee, Nicholas Courtney and Roger 
Delgado do their typical excellent jobs. The 
supporting cast is mostly spot on, with only 
the local squire and the local ‘good witch’ 
tending to overact. With what he’s been 
handed, Roger Delgado has to be given 
credit for not going over-the-top as the 
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Master/Magister. 


Then we have the rather unsatisfying climax 
I've been alluding to. We have a situation 
where the main characters are scattered all 
over the village and they are needed to be 
gathered together. First we have Jo Grant, 
who awakes from a coma, springs up and 
climbs out the inn window, runs to the 
church, just to find out what's going on, 
Yeah, really, She's followed by Benton, who 
manages to get inside the church with her 
and then pop-up outside for the UNIT 
firefight. The Doctor himself is captured by 
Morris Dancers(!?), until he plays the wizard 
and wins them over. 


Finally we have the penultimate 
confrontation between the Doctor, Master 
and Daemon. An argument ensues over 
who should have ultimate power over Earth 
(or the Daemon may destroy it as a failed 
experiment!) with the result that the 
Daemon is destroyed by the illogical nature 
of Jo Grant wanting to sacrifice her life for 
the Doctor's, With the build-up of 
supernatural events, killings and rituals, we 
definitely deserved better, 


However, in the end, the interplay of Jon 
Pertwee’s Doctor and Roger Delgado's 
Master is not to be missed. This marvelous 
ability to play off each other is simply 
excellent. Add Nicholas Courtney's 
performance and you have a winner despite 
the storyline. 


Jon Pertwee is the master of the dry quip 
and it's worth it to hear his subtle jokes in 
between the action. 


Yates: | don't get it. 
Doctor: Probably becouse | haven't finished, 


Brigadier: You DO know what you're doing? 
Doctor: My dear chap, | can't wait to find out. 


In conclusion, UNIT's performance is more 
or less up to par. Although it provides the 
comforting presence of the military, in most 
parts its members are used merely as comic 
relief and a foil to reveal the Doctor's 
brilliance. 
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A vague ghost story, mumbled then 
denied by Sir Reginald Styles, is all it cakes 
to get UNIT into the fray this time. Still, it 
means that for this international peace 
conference, there's a genuine reason for 
the Taskforce to be there — albeit a shaky 
one. Luckily for them, it turns out that 
Styles’s ghosts are, in fact, 
twenty-second century 
guerrilla fighters with faulty 
time machines. MoD and 
UN money well spent, 
then. 


It's the backdrop of the 
serial that tells us the most 
about UNIT's world. 
We're still very much in 
near future territory here, 
something that makes 
intriguing viewing today. 
Day of the Daleks is set ina 
slightly askew alternative 
twentieth century where 
Chinese aggression 
threatens to cause World 
War Three, the Soviet 
Union gets barely a 
mention, there are rumbles 
in South America and the 
United Kingdom is @ 
considered an appropriate 
venue for a peace talk. All 
more-or-less plausible in 1972, but it does 
seem a little peculiar now, from the 
vantage point of the twenty-first century. 


At the centre of the plot is Sir Reginald 
Styles, an arrogant and objectionable man 
who is nonetheless a skilled diplomat. 
He's the sort of man that actually makes 
the Third Doctor seem mellow and 
humble. Naturally, when UNIT brings the 
Doctor in to investigate the ‘ghosts,’ they 
don’t see eye-to-eye, Still, he's nowhere 
near as bad as his twenty-second century 
reputation suggests — he’s certainly not 
the man who started WWV3. No, they did 
that themselves... 


UNIT is sidelined for much of the story, 
while Jo and the Doctor have a day trip to 


the potential future, but they provide an 
effective bookend for the two 
protagonists’ adventures. The Brigadier 
seems, as in The Mind of Evil, at his least 
comfortable with delicate diplomatic 
duties. However, his grasp of delicate 
military situations is faultless — he knows 
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exactly when the Doctor is bluffing or 
telling the truth, responding in kind, and 
faithfully basing his actions on such clues. 
The Doctor and the Brig have, by this 
stage, developed a mutual trust and 
understanding. He's even forgiving when 
the Doctor nicks his car! 


Benton and Yates get a reasonable 
amount of screen time, and it's interesting 
to compare their characters. Yates was, 
supposedly, set up as a potential love 
interest for Jo Grant, but we see little of 
that here. He tries to hard, bless him, and 
while rank may have its privileges, its 
Benton who gets to gently flirt with Jo 
while guarding her and the Doctor at 
Styles’s house. I'd say she definitely has 
eyes for the sergeant, rather than the 
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captain. Still, poor Benton does get to lose 
yet another suspected enemy — although 
he had no way of knowing that the man 
would be teleported out of the 
ambulance. 


The Doctor is very cool here, nibbling on 
cheese and wine while 
ghost watching, then 
stopping for a sip of water 
during a fist fight in the 
morning. He even goes 
back to fetch his cloak 
when the house is under 
threat! On che other 
hand, he is clearly seen to 
gun down an Ogron — and 
they say that sort of thing 
only happened in the 
1980s! Perhaps all this 
time with the military is 
rubbing off on him. 


UNIT gets a last hurrah in 
| the final episode, coming 
up against the full force of 
» Daleks (all three of them). 
The pepperpots have 
been mostly sidelined in 
favour of their Ogron 
slaves before this, so it’s 
meat to see them at the 
final offensive. UNIT do 
themselves proud against such formidable 
opponents. Still, there's a real missed 
opportunity in this story. In the twenty- 
second century, the human Controller is 
gently interrogating Jo: 


“Now, you've told me the year,” he says. 


When? Couldn't we have cut to the scene 
just a little earlier? It would have helped 
UNIT dating no end! Actually, who am | 
kidding — it would probably have made it 
worse. 
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ZI The Time Monster (1972) 


Reviewed by Michael S. Collins 


| specifically requested the chance to 
review The Time Monster for Whotopia. 
This is because, for possibly the first time 
in the history of writing, it is about to geta 
positive review, You see, | love The Time 
Monster. It will never win an award for 
greatest Who story ever, greatest 
Pertwee story ever, or even Greatest 
Season Nine story ever. But it remains 
special in its own way, and | feel it only just 
to celebrate that fact. 


This is not your normal Doctor Who 
story. We start with a dream sequence. 
The Doctor starts off with a gut feeling 
the Master is nearby and tries to find out 
where, on the basis of his 
dream. To quote the 
Brigadier: “you'll be 
consulting the entrails of 
sheep next!” 


The Master is nearby, 
posing as Prof, Thascales 
with his TOMTIT machine. 
(A sort of matter 
transmitter) He is using it 
to try and contact a 
mythical creature of 
unlimited powers, the 
Chronovore, which lives in 
the Time Vortex. To do 
this, he needs the help of 
an Atlantean high priest. 


So what is so good about The Time 
Monster? Well: the continual bickering 
between the Master's helpers; Ingrid Pitt; 
the Part Three cliffhanger; Or Perceval 
correcting the Master's maths; the 
Doctor and the Master both trying to sort 
out the TOMTIT problems 
simultaneously in different rooms; Benton 
as a baby; “Curses! Foiled again!”; the 
utterly insane solution to the Part Four 
cliffhanger; the Brigadier finally getting 
one over on a civil servant; the poor 
Window Cleaner; the poorer Minotaur; 
the Master pulling out of his lunch 
engagement after seeing the Brigadier will 
be there (“I've always been a lifelong 
pacifist..."); yet another Pertwee era 


comedy yokel; the Doctor with his tea 
and many more moments. 


But two people manage to completely 
steal the show. One is Jon Pertwee who 
gives us an amazing leading man’s 
performance, full of gravitas and strength 
and other words people use too often in 
reviews. 


The other man is Roger Delgado. He 
simple owns the entire thing. From his 
opening moments with Ruth and Scuart, 
to his conniving with the poor Perceval 
and dim-witted Krasis, to his seduction 
(what other words are there for it!) of the 
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Queen, and his treatment of Jo, right up to 
his begging for his life. 


The story ends with the Master managing 
to trick the Doctor. Imploring to the 
Doctor's better sense, the Master has his 
life spared, and then uses the advantage to 
escape. He used the Doctor's weakness, 
his compassion against him. Of course, 
the Master's scheme never worked, but 
he did get that last laugh in on the Doctor, 
A friend of mine insists that the end of The 
Time Monster would have been a great 
last moment for the Delgado Master. 


As itis, | am glad we had Frontier In Space 
to follow, and infinitely sad that we lost 


such an acting heavyweight far too young. 
Without Roger Delgado, this story could 
have been run of the mill. With him, it is 
enjoyable and entertaining, and chat is all! 
ask of my Who. The two of them, Jon 
Pertwee and Roger Delgado, could take 
scripts like this and raise them beyond 
their means on their sheer talent alone, 
That alone would be a fitting legacy. 


The Time Monster was co-written by 
Barry Letts, the producer of the Jon 
Pertwee era, As | came to write this, the 
very sad news broke that Mr Letts died 
last night after a long battle with cancer. 
Quite simply, | owe a good chunk of my 
childhood watchings to that 
man, Both The Time 
Monster and Terror of the 
Autons, and every single 
other Pertwee era story, 
enriches the entire history 
of Doctor Who and fandom 
simple by being there. 
Stories like The Time 
Monster are completely 
watchable, even forty years 
on. That is Barry Letts’ 
legacy. And | thank him for it, 
more sincerely than | can put 
into words, 


It is fun. It is perfectly 
serviceable middle-ground 
Doctor Who. And we are all 
the better for having it. So if you read a 
review that says “less enjoyable than 
watching paint dry", or “what were they 
thinking?” just remember this. Doctor 
Who fans voted Kinda worst story of 
Season Nineteen on first showing; 
Doctor Who fans thought The 
Gunfighters was terrible; and Doctor 
Who fans frequently rely on perceived 
fandom, So give The Time Monster a try. 
It's honestly a lot better than you might 
have expected. 


After all, who needs to be Shakespeare or 
The Caves of Androzani, when you're 
having this much fun! 
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Reviewed by Gary Philips 


As a celebration of Doctor Who's first 
decade The Three Doctors is not only a 
superb romp but also a prime example of 
the Pertwee Era at its very best. It is quite 
amazing that a story which is undeniably 
the worst of Season Ten is still in no way 
bad, something which says a lot for the 
quality of the season. 


Conor O'Rourke commented at length 
on The Three Doctors in his superb 
Flashback article on the story in 
Whotopia |5, hence there is little need 
for this author to recap the same ground 
here. Instead | shall look at the story 
from the point of view of it being a 
celebration of the series’ first decade 
and as a piece of nostalgia 


The basic story is indeed a simple 
one of a regenade Time Lord seeking 
revenge upon his own people for 
abandoning him, once he had 
detonated the star which gave them 
the power of Time Travel. Of 
course, the narrative element in this 
story plays second fiddle to the 
Dectors themselves and in theory 
one could have come up with, for 
example, a piece of rubbish like The 
Horns of Nimon or The Twin 
Dilemma but put the three Doctors 
into it and a piece of rubbish would 
have been turned into something 
quite magical 


Of course, the story is all about the 
Doctor's various incarnations to 
date. Messrs Hartnell, Troughton 
and Pertwee hold the adventure in 
their hands and move it along 
superbly. From the very moment he 
appears Troughton is on cracking 
form. It is as though he has never 
been away as he steals every scene in 
which he appears: from trying to 
explain to Jo who he is; his delight at 
meeting Benton again; his initially futile 
attempts to convince Lethbridge-Srewart 
that he hasn't changed his appearance 
back again; and his frequent personality 
clashes with the Third Doctor. 


Originally it was intended that the Second 
Doctor would be accompanied by Jamie 
McCrimmon, but at the time of filming 
Frazer Hines was committed to ITV's 
then new daytime soap opera Emmerdale 
Farm and couldn't make the recording 
dates for The Three Doctors. 


The Third Doctor, the incumbent Doctor 
of the time, is in fine form, but yet seems 
rather abrasive for most of the story. It 
would be intriguing to know whether this 
was because of the dialogue Bob Baker 


and Dave Martin gave him; whether it was 
what director Lennie Mayne wanted; or 
whether he disliked being upstaged by his 
predecessors in much the same way that 
the late Sir Alec Guinness as George 
Smiley in the 1979 version of Tinker, 


Tailor, Soldier, Spy feared being upstaged 
by Beryl Reid as Connie Sachs. Whatever, 
the Third Doctor's demeanour adds 
superbly to the bickering between himself 
and his predecessor; and Lennie Mayne is 
to be congratulated on bringing out 
Pertwee's finest performance since 
Season Seven. 


Of course something is draining energy 
from Gallifrey and the President (Clyde 
Pollit) fears that this all-powerful race will 
soon be as powerless as those they are 
pledged to protect. The Three Doctors is 
the final story in which the Time 
Lords are portrayed as an all- 
powerful race of technocrats, 
before degenerating into the 
doddery purveyors of Gallifreyan 
realpolitik in The Deadly Assassin 
three years later. Having broken the 
first law of time once, the 
Chancellor (Roy Purcell) has no 
fears about breaking it again and asks 
to be shown the First Doctor, 
Initially William Hartnell was to have 
had a full role in defeating Omega 
but by 1972, when the story was 
recorded, and at the age of 64, 
Hartnell'’s arteriosclerosis was sadly 
well advanced and his lines, written 
on cue cards were filmed at his 
home. For all that, and despite the 
fact that Hartnell was now looking 
very frail and much older than his 64 
years, the First Doctor is still a 
commanding presence delivering his 
lines with as much enthusiasm as his 
predecessors 


UNIT is present but sadly only the 
Brigadier and Benton. It's a great 
pity that Mike Yates isn't around to 
join the anniversary celebrations but 
of course he would have his six 
episodes in the limelight at the end 
of the season. Benton readily accepts the 
re-appearance of the Second Doctor 
whilst Lethbridge-Stewart believes that 
he has changed his appearance back again. 
Another noteworthy scene in this story is 
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the Brigadier’s stunned look as he enters 
the TARDIS for the first time. Once on 
the anti-matter world he is once again the 
efficient soldier. 


Of the two main ‘ordinary’ characters, 
Laurie Webb does his best as reserve 
warden Arthur Ollis, but yet Webb's 
portrayal is not the bemused portrayal of 
someone caught up in something which is 
clearly beyond their understanding; but of 
someone who is thorougherly bored and 
obviously wishing they were 
somewhere else. Quite by 
contrast Rex Robinson, an 
actor much admired by the 
story's director, the late great 
Lennie Mayne, is obviously 
having a whale of a time as the 
scientist Dr Tyler. It would 
appear that Robinson's 
admiration for Mayne is as great 
as Mayne’s for Robinson. From 
his very first appearance in a 
land rover at the wildlife 
reserve, talking to Mrs Olllis 
(Patricia Prior) he is clearly 
enjoying himself. Tyler is as 
practical a scientist as the 
Doctor, revelling in the X-ray 
photos of a startled Mr Olllis as 
he is transported to the anti- 
matter world; and clearly 
becoming very fond of Jo in the 
process, 


If anything lets this story down 
it is the Gel Guards, They are 
obviously a nod to the pop 
culture which was prevalent in 
British society at the time; and 
looking as they do simply 
wouldn't work today. They do 
however serve their purpose admirably, 
attacking UNIT's limited forces, namely 
Corporal Palmer (Denys Palmer) and a 
couple of troops, and keeping a watch on 
the anti-matter world. 


Okay, so the anti-matter world is just 
another quarry but one which looks quite 
effective. Omega is brilliantly played by 
Stephen Thorne, who brings to the role a 
beautifully subtle blend of being totally in 
command of his world yet with a strong 
degree of logic and reasoning to the effect 


that when the Second and Third Doctors 
remove his mask to discover that the 
Omega only exists by the power of his 
will, the viewer really does feel the 
Gallifreyan engineer's grief. Indeed, 
Baker's and Martin's writing, Mayne’s 
superb direction and Thorne’s brilliant 
acting all combine to give us a truly three- 
dimensionally tragic figure almost on a par 
with Christopher Gable's Sharaz Jek in 
The Caves of Androzani |! years later. 
Indeed Thorne’s portrayal of Omega is far 


better than lan Collier's rather mundane 
portrayal in Arc of Infinity. 


lf The Three Doctors has a failing it is that 
the story's climax is something of a cliché. 
Omega allows the Brigadier, Jo, Ollis and 
Tyler to go free but wants the two 
Doctors to stay with him. During one of 
his rages Omega knocks the Third 
Doctor's lash-up, made from the core of 
the TARDIS and including the Second 
Doctor's recorder, out of the Doctor's 
hands and they run for the TARDIS as the 
anti-matter world explodes around them. 
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Jo, of course, thinks the Doctors are dead 
before they turn up moments later. What 
a cliché!!!! You'd think that they would 
have come up with something more 
original 


One of the best and most memorable 
lines in the story occurs as the Second 
Doctor departs; 


Jo: “Oh he's gone and he was so sweet” 
The Doctor: “Yes | was, wasn’t |?” 


Almost from the moment he 
took over as producer, the late 
Barry Letts realised the 
impracticality of keeping the 
Third Doctor on Earth, and so he 
and script editor Terrance Dicks 
gradually restored the Doctor's 
freedom to travel in time and 
space, usually at the behest of the 
Time Lords in such stories as 
Colony in Space, The Curse of 
Peladon and The Mutants. But 
now with Omega having 
unintentionally supplied the Time 
Lords with a new source of 
power, they lift the Doctor's 
exile, sending him a new 
dematerialisation circuit. This is 
one of the best scenes in the 
story as the Doctor’s freedom is 
restored and Jo’s mistaken belief 
that the Third Doctor would 
soon be going off without her, 


The Three Doctors as a story is 
really nothing to write home 
about. Itis a very simple narrative 
but as a celebration of ten years 
of Doctor Who, immersed as it is 
in early 1970s pop culture, it is 
outstanding with its superb direction, 
witty script, fantastic acting and a healthy 
dose of pure nostalgia. In this respect it is 
far better than its twentieth-anniversary 
successor, The Five Doctors, which was 
far too immersed in the history of Doctor 
Who itself to provide a clear and 
coherent narrative. Whilst it may not be 
outstanding, The Three Doctors gets 
Doctor Who's tenth-anniversary season 
off to a great start. 
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==guThe Green Death «1973 


Reviewed by Grant Bull 


Yes... the one with the Maggots! 

But this isn’t just about maggots by any 
stretch of the imagination. This is UNIT 
and all its regular staff at their very best. 


A death at an abandoned coalmine in 
South Wales requires 
the Doctor's and 
UNIT's assistance 
when the body is 
found glowing a bright 
green colour. The 
Brigadier’s first move 
is a visit to the 
recently-opened 
Global Chemicals oil 
plant, located close to 
the abandoned mine. 
Global Chemicals, 
headed by Stevens, has 
been subject to 
protests led by 
Professor Jones and 
his environmentalists. 
As a result Stevens is 
offered extra security 
by the Brigadier - 
much to the 
disapproval of Jo 
Grant (who favours 
Jones and Co's beliefs, 
and Jones in 
particular!), 


A search of the mine 
reveals those maggots 
and slowly the 
connection between 
the mines and Global 
Chemicals is revealed. 
This leads to the 
Brigadier’s plan to investigate Global 
Chemicals further. However, this is cut 
short by an order from the Prime Minister 
himself to let Stevens carry on, As the 
maggot situation leads to further deaths, 
the Brigadier receives orders to seal the 
mine with explosives and clear the area 
using UNIT troops. The Doctor 
disapproves, realising this will only 
worsen the situation, but his pleas are 
ignored. It is then that we are treated toa 


little bit of espionage when Mike Yates is 
sent into Global Chemicals undercover as 
a Ministry Official. The Doctor rather 
comically uses his own disguises to get 
through the gates and liaise with Yates; 
and it is here that we learn that Stevens” 


orders are coming from the top floor of 
the complex. A trip to the top introduces 
us to the boss, or rather BOSS, the 
supercomputer with a megalomaniac 
personality. A little chat between the 
Doctor and BOSS reveals that it has 
Stevens, amongst others, under its 
control; and with a little brainwashing 
Yates is brought under the same control 
With orders to kill the Doctor, BOSS’ 
hold over Yates is only broken by the 


Doctor's blue crystal, retrieved from 
Metebelis 3 (yes, he does finally get 
there!) earlier in the serial. A little fungus 
here and there to defeat the maggots and 
an explosion later to destroy BOSS, 
triggered by a partially-free Stevens, and 
it's back to the 
“Nuthutch’ for 
celebrations all around. 


Its almost a celebration 
of UNIT, since we have 
the Brigadier, Captain 
Yates and Sergeant 
Benton in and out of the 
serial the whole time, 
assisting the Doctor and 
the story line to the very 
best of their abilities, as 
ever. We have security 
provided by UNIT; 
searches by UNIT; 
undercover operations 
from UNIT... you get the 
idea! The serial, though, 
belongs to another UNIT 
member and the 
Doctor's close 
companion, Jo Grant. 
We see her fall in love 
with Professor jones 
over the course of the 
adventure, finishing with 
their engagement at the 
finish. Her departure to 
be with Professor Jones 
leaves a void to be filled in 
the Doctor's life; and the 
sad scenes of him leaving 
in Bessie, alone, as the 
engagement party 
rumbles on are emotional and well 
played... “so the fledgling flies the nest.” 
Indeed. 
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The Time Warrior is a four-part serial 
first broadcast during the tenure of Jon 
Pertwee. After this, only four more serials 
remained before the regeneration into 
Tom Baker, 

Here the landscape had changed. The 
Doctor now had control of the TARDIS, 
but was still nominally working for UNIT, 
This serial would show how the Doctor 
was slowly easing away from UNIT's 
total control as the organization 
plays a brief role in the first episode, 
then vanishes without even 
returning for a coda. Except for the 
brief introduction, this was not a 
Doctor-assisting-UNIT story, but a 
full-fledged Doctor-saving-the- 
world story. 

This serial is known for two 
momentous events, although at the 
time, they would not have been 
recognized as such, The first was the 
introduction of another favorite 
enemy, the Sontarans, or at least one 
Sontaran. The second was the first | 
appearance of Sarah Jane Smith. 
However, this was not your Tom | 
Baker's Sarah Jane Smith. This was | 
the nosy, intrusive, meddling 
investigative reporter with the 
strength and poise that would be lost 
in later serials. When she and the pam 
Doctor meet, sparks fly and the B® 
abrasive commencement of the 
relationship won't smooth out until 
well into the serial. 

The story centers on Linx, a 
Sontaran who has crash-landed on Earth 
during the Medieval Period, After claiming 
the Earth for his people, he enters into an 
alliance with lrongron. Irongron is the 
typical medieval robber baron, He has 
seized a castle and now that all the 
goodies have run out, seeks to grab 
someone else's property. Here he is 
assisted by the King’s call-up of troops 
leaving the neighboring castle virtually 
bereft of manpower. 

Linx has a problem; he needs the 
technology and know-how to repair his 
ship, so using what he has on hand, he time 
travels to the twentieth century and 


Reviewed by Steve Tomporowski 


snatches scientists, This attracts the 
attention of UNIT, since the Sontaran 
seems to be raiding the same facility over 
and over again, Brigadier Lethbridge- 
Stewart has instituted a number of 


security measures including living cubicles 
and trigger-happy guards. He also 
introduces the Doctor into the 
community. The Doctor has brought the 


TARDIS with him and a device to detect 


time travel, so we know he’s got a good 
idea on what is happening. 

It's this same situation that attracts the 
investigative reporter Sarah Jane Smith, 
who poses as her aunt Lavinia. Her 
attempt at this charade fails miserably 
when she meets the Doctor: 

Doctor: | read your paper on the cellular- 
logical response of the virus. Impressive 
piece of work. 

SJS: Thank you. 

Doctor: Particularly when | realized you'd 
written it when you were five years old. 
SJS: Ah, yes that’s a little difficult to 
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explain. 
Doctor: But you're going to try, aren't 
you? 
This is the first of Jon Pertwee’s 
marvelous quips in this episode and sets 
you up for some fascinating banter 
throughout the whole serial, 
Sarah Jane's dialogue triumph occurs later 
in the serial when, having stowed-away in 
the TARDIS, she ends up working 
ina medieval kitchen, After arguing 
with the mistress of the kitchen 
about women's rights, she 
remarks, “That's so medieval!” 
The end of the first episode treats 
us to the first glimpse of the face of 
the Sontaran, preceded by a good 
close-up of the probic vent. 
The final three episodes treat us to 
a medieval romp with the Doctor 
and Sarah Jane undergoing 
numerous captures and escapes. 
The Doctor even crawls through a 
sewage trough to emerge without 
| aspotonhis elegant dress. 
Two wonderful characters to 
watch are Professor Rubeish and 
lrongron himself. Rubeish is the 
comic relief, wandering around in 
me both modern and medieval times 
with no apparent direction, making 
misguided and hilarious comments. 
lrongron is played alternately 
* seriously and seriously ‘over-the- 
= top’; and his constant bickering 
with Linx, to the extent of 
referring to him as ‘Toad-face’ is 
very entertaining. 
Linx is also excellently played. He is 
thoroughly Sontaran in attitude, careless 
of his captives or even lrongron’s welfare, 
bent only on his intent to return to his 
war. His confidence is unwavering until 
the last moment. 
As in all Doctor Who stories, the Doctor 
foils the plans of not only Linx but also of 
lrongron. Their schemes literally explode 
in the finale as Linx’s ship overloads, 
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<= Invasion of the Dinosaurs«%) 


Reviewed by Richard [Farrell 


Invasion of the 
Dinosaurs 
demonstrates 
the more mature 
relationship 
between UNIT 
and the Doctor 
with a warmer, 
mutual 
understanding 
replacing the 
antagonism of 
earlier seasons, 
However, times 
were a-changing 
on Doctor Who 
and UNIT's 
Golden Age was 
soon to be a 
thing of the past. 


The story has 
UNIT under the 
heel of the 
regular Army, 
monitoring the 
dinosaurs’ 
appearances across London. The 
Brigadier however has matured, no doubt 
as a result of his time with the Doctor; 
he's aware of the need to find the cause of 
the problem rather than treat its effects — 
nevertheless without the Doctor, all they 
get to do is shoot at the monsters. Once 
the Doctor does materialise, UNIT trust 
him to get on with his ‘lunatic schemes’ to 
quickly yield results. Finch’s attempt to 
frame their Scientific Adviser gets short 
shrift from the Brigadier and Benton, who 
bend the rules to help the Doctor locate 
Whitaker, It's Sarah's journalistic thinking 
that leads her to Whitaker's hideout, 
which only makes UNIT look a little short 
of initiative in comparison. 


The writer's suspicion of politicians and 
scientists is clear from his previous 
Doctor Who work — here he casts the 
Doctor and UNIT in the role of the 
Establishment, or at least as those in 
favour of preserving the status quo. 
Malcolm Hulke shows things are not quite 


what they seem: broom cupboards 
become secret elevators; a basement 
appears to be a spaceship; and the 
politician Grover is hoodwinking his 
followers. Tellingly, the Doctor rejects 
Grover's files, preferring to see for 
himself — the diagram of the eye on the 
blackboard in UNIT's temporary HQ 
encouraging us to look and see things as 
they really are. It's Sarah who, having 
grasped the ‘view from above’, persuades 
people to think for themselves rather 
than lec the Elders make their decisions.. 


Whitaker's gang are idealists, rejecting 
the modern world yet seeking to impose 
conformity on their followers and being 
economical with the facts in the process 

nothing mew there; Hulke uses the 
dinosaurs as a metaphor for the primeval 
age to which such meddling with science 
would catapult society; he sees the desire 
to return to a ‘golden age’ as a false hope; 
he also warns of the emptiness of such 
promises and the extremes to which 


some are prepared to go in order to 
achieve their utopian goal. All they need 
to succeed is credulous and unthinking 
followers. Anda spaceship 


It's a shame that such a well-crafted serial 
is overlooked due to the pitiful effects. 
Hulke’s story rises above such production 
shortcomings to illustrate the importance 
of thinking for oneself rather than letting 
politicians and scientists do it for us. The 
twist of revealing Captain Yates to be a 
traitor gets a little more mileage from the 
UNIT format which, by this point, was 
more or less played out. Yates’ actions 
would be the catalyst for change and the 
beginning of the end for UNIT's 
association with the Doctor 
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gh Planet of the S 


Reviewed by Dan Tessier 


The final story for the Third Doctor 
wraps up his era nicely, including a 
number of themes and continuity points 
from previous adventures. It’s also one of 
the final stories, if not the final story, of 
the UNIT era, depending on how we 
define these things. Jo Grant is absent, but 
not forgotten, sending back the blue 
crystal from Metebelis 3 that the 
Doctor gave her — a rare thing, in 
these days, for a former companion 
to even be mentioned by name. We 
see the Doctor return to the 
aforementioned planet, after 
spending much of the previous 
season trying to get there. Benton 
gets little to do, but he’s there, and 
of course Yates is instrumental to 
the plot. We even get a mention of 
Dr Sullivan =a little flash forward to 
the next Doctor's era 


The Brigadier’s long working 
relationship with the Doctor, 
referenced towards the serial’s end 
when he mentions the Second 
Doctor, has now developed into a 
genuine friendship. We see them 
enjoying a night at a rather naff 
variety show together. Yes, it's 
ostensibly so that the Doctor can 
see the psychic Professor Clegg 
(good old Cyril Shaps — always good 
value!), but it gives us an interesting 
look into the two men's social life. 
These are two colleagues who have 
grown to become friends; parts of 
each other's lives. Having said that, the 
Brigadier is rarely so poorly treated by a 
script as he is in the early episodes here 
His character, always the straight man, has 
descended from the professional 
commander to a buffoon, who needs even 
basic principles explained to him by the 
Doctor. He even suggests adapting belly- 
dancing techniques as troop exercises! It's 
a good thing Nicholas Courtney is so fine 
in the role — he somehow makes it still 
believable. 


The Doctor really is part of UNIT's 
everyday operations now, Presumably 


during a quiet patch, the Doctor is using 
his extensive laboratory to conduct 
research on humans with psychic powers. 
You could easily forget that he’s a Time 
Lord during these scenes. What is the UN 
meant to be getting out of his 
employment these days? They really 
should try to keep him under control — he 


kills poor Professor Clegg with his 
meddling! OK, the Spider servants’ 
operations didn't help, but still. 

It's Mike Yates who gets the most 
development, however. After his 
surprising about face in Invasion of the 
Dinosaurs, we see that he has taken an 
interest in Buddhist meditative techniques 
in order to sort himself our, It’s the kind of 
genuine character progression that was 
rarely seen in the show's 1970s days. It's a 
nice moment when we learn that the 
Brigadier organised it for him to fade away 
quietly, avoiding painful investigations; and 
it’s also great to see him throwing himself 
into a new adventure. In fact, given his 
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friendship here with Sarah Jane — now a 
sort of unofficial UNIT op herself — it's 
strange that he wasn’t kept on as the 
Doctor’s companion in the following 
season. 


The events on Earth are by far the most 
entertaining and interesting in this story. 
Lupton is an enjoyable baddie, while 
Cho-Je and K’anpo — two Tibetans 
who are actually one Gallifreyan — 
steal any scenes that they're in. Yet 
it's John Kane as Tommy who really 
makes the most impression. The 
moment when Tommy is cured of his 
mental difficulties, joyously beginning 
to read, could have been sugary and 
sickening, but Kane plays it so 
beautifully that it becomes one of the 
serial’s most affecting moments, 
Again, Tommy is another character 
who we might have expected to see 
more of. 


Events on Metebelis 3 are rather less 
interesting, with some truly dreadful 
acting and an awful lot of 
capture/escape padding. Yet, itis here 
that the plot comes together, with the 
Doctor returning his crystal to the 
Spiders at the expense of his own life. 
It's a brave move, accusing the 
Doctor of being greedy for 
knowledge and meddling, and daring 
to punish him for it. Even the death of 
the professor in episode one shows 
the Doctor's guilt in this. Although, in the 
long term, | wouldn't say the character 
really learns anything. 


It's in the final scene that we see how the 
Doctor really has changed. The TARDIS, 
eventually, brings him home. To Earth, To 
UNIT. And, while Lis Sladen and Nicholas 
Courtney give strong, subtle 
performances, the Doctor changes once 
again, Mike and Benton should probably 
have been there too, but that may have 
overcrowded things. As it is, the scene is a 
rather beautiful end to an era. 
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ais & Robot (1974/5) 


Sor Reviewed by Rob Mammone 


A wise man once said that nostalgia isn't 
what it used to be. In that vein, from the 
commanding heights of Season Seven, the 
depiction of UNIT in Robot demonstrates 
how far the mighty can fall 


Remember when the 
Brigadier answered to 
Geneva first and foremost, 
as a bastion of a united 
cause to defend the Earth 
from alien incursion? Then 
imagine what it must be like 
to go grovelling to the 
Home Secretary for a 
search warrant, of all 
things, to further 
investigate Think Tank. | 
don’t recall Geneva getting 
a look-in in this entire 
story, so it appears that 
UNIT UK has come under 
the sway of the domestic 
government, It is possible 
that a division in 
responsibilities has 
occurred — anything odd 
that has a domestic source 
is handled through 
domestic laws, while a 
possibly international 
event is worked through 
the offices of the U.N. If 
that is so, it seems an 
extraordinarily short- 
sighted action to take and 
one that could very well 
leave the planet exposed in 
the situation where a 
world-wide conspiracy has 
its origins in one small 
island nation — oh look, the 
fascist dreams of Think 
Tank fit the bill perfectly. 
How... embarrassing. 


se 


At this point in its 

existence, UNIT under Lethbridge- 
Stewart engages in domestic spying and 
criminal investigations that most civil 
libertarians would cavil at, Perhaps it is 
another sign of how much under the sway 


of the UK government UNIT has fallen. 
It's also clever, in the sense that anything 
political can be clever. Perfect deniability 
can be achieved if the actions of UNIT 


(which can no longer claim the tag of 
Secret Organisation) are exposed — blame 
Geneva. On a positive note, UNIT is able 
to tap the resources of the other services, 
hence the employment of Royal Navy 
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officer (and part-time spy) Harry Sullivan. 
Perhaps reflecting the contemporary 
financial crises Britain faced at this time, 
there are obvious budget issues going on 
— while UNIT has sufficient 
men and materiel to 
provide air and ground 
cover around the focusing 
factory in Essex, its budget 
doesn't allow for a major 
and captain, hence the 
ludicrous stop gap of 
instead giving Benton a 
promotion. Right. 


There are some positives. 
The raid on the focusing 
factory fails not for lack of 
men and planning, but by a 
lack of imagination. The 
Brigadier is a long way from 
the disbelieving clod seen in 
The Three Doctors, but 
sadly is even further away 
from the trim, ruthless 
figure depicted in Season 
Seven. Despite that, he is 
flexible (or phlegmatic) 
enough to take the 
Doctor's regeneration and 
new personality in his 
stride and the two work 
effectively together. He 
uses his men and resources 
well and is imaginative 
enough to use Sullivan as a 
spy when he needs a man 
on the inside of Think Tank. 


Overall, the UNIT 
represented in Robot is a 
largely reactive 
organisation, its 
effectiveness hamstrung by 
consideration of domestic 
proprieties, facing an 
obvious budgetary crisis 
and to some extent is trading on the good 
name built up over years of effort and 
accomplishment. 
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Reviewed by Jon Arnold 


With perspective, Terror of the Zygons 
looks like the first step in a deliberate plan 
to gradually remove UNIT from the 
series, It marked the end of an era; the 
last appearance of the UNIT family as we 
knew it, 


Terror of the Zygons is the 
only traditional UNIT story of 
the Tom Baker era — Robot 
was the end of the Barry Letts 
era, and feels like a new 
Doctor simply overlaid into a 
Pertwee script; and The 
Android Invasion and The 
Seeds of Doom lack key 
personnel who denoted UNIT 
for us, Produced as the last 
story of Philip Hinchcliffe’s 
first season in charge 
(although shown as the first 
story of the second), UNIT is 
the familiar icon that helps 
ground the viewers whilst the 
production team strike out 
into the bold, harder edged 
direction hinted at in The Ark 
in Space. 


es 
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As such, it's a mixture of the 
familiar and unfamiliar. While 
UNIT is around, it’s out of its 
southern England comfort 
zone for only the second time. 
We've got aliens clearly 
ripped from the 1950s horror 
movies that are such an 
influence on the era (in this 
case Invasion of the Body 
Snatchers), but the story still 
dwells on underlying 
ecological concerns. It's also 
the last time UNIT is the 
catalyst for the Doctor's 
involvement; in all subsequent 
UNIT stories the Doctor comes to them, 
by accident or design. That this is the last 
of those stories demonstrates how this 
Doctor's not as concerned with 
twentieth-century Earth as he used to be 
~ it's almost as if the Fourth Doctor's 
wandertust is a reaction to his third selfs 
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confinement. He doesn't need UNIT the 
way the Third Doctor did. We've still got 
Benton and the Brigadier to remind us 
that this is still the UNIT family so familiar 
from the past five years but, crucially, now 


Tom Baker's clearly nailed down how he 
wants to play the part, the relationship 
between the Doctor and UNIT has 
changed. While the Doctor and the 
Brigadier still clearly share a mutual bond, 
it's nowhere near as cosy as the one he 
developed with the Third Doctor. Baker's 
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more alien portrayal means the dialogue 
between the two lacks the underlying 
warmch thac characterised his 
predecessor's relationship with the 
Brigadier 


* UNIT, as usual, seems halfway 
t between a proper military 

; organisation and the cosy 

bumblers it could often looked. 
~ On the plus side Benton 
rescues the Doctor and Sarah 
from a decompression 
chamber, and the Brigadier 
plays a crucial role by shooting 
Broton, the sort of ruthless 
decision a real military man 
would make in such 
circumstances, But there are 
still some mighty blunders — 
would the Brigadier really wear 
a kilt in front of his troops, or 
Benton and company miss a 
surveillance device by searching 
everywhere but where it's 
located? And surely they'd have 
developed some technology to 
track a spacecraft invisible to 
radar? After all, it's not exactly 
the first time they encountered 
one of those 


As the send-off viewers 
couldn't know it was at the 
time, it's fairly fitting. The 
Brigadier, for example, plays 
the prominent role he wouldn't 
have been able to in either of 
the other stories to feature 
UNIT in the season, In fact, 
across the remainder of the 
season it would be gradually 
faded out, ending up as a fairly 
generic military organisation in 
The Seeds of Doom, 


Terror of the Zygons marks the end of 
UNIT'S glory days, and fittingly showcases 
everything that made them such a 
memorable part of one of Doctor Who's 
most successful eras. 
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The Android Invasion is regarded by many 
as the weak link in Season Thirteen, 
without a doubt the most popular season 
of Dector Who to date. Whilst the story 
isn’t without fault to this reviewer, it 
stands way above its more famous 
contemporaries. 


The strongest point in the story's favour is 
its simplicity, which was a key to the 
success of the programme's first 
seventeen years prior to the complexity 
of many of the stories of the JN-T era. 
That said, the plot itself is rather a sci-fi 
cliche: that of a malevolent alien race 
attempting to destroy the Earth by means 
of a virus in much the same way as the 
Silurians attempted to do in order to 
regain their planet in The Silurians (1970). 


However, a story using a virus as a means 
of destruction was probably uppermost in 
writer Terry Nation's mind given that at 
that time he was enjoying enormous 
success on British TV with Survivors; a 
sci-fi series about the few survivors of a 
similarly destructive virus, albeit a more 
‘natural’ one. One therefore assumes 
that, in being asked to write a story for 
Season Thirteen, the Survivors ethic was 
utmost in Nation's mind and thus he 
attempted to adapt it for the Doctor 
Who audience. The plotline of The 
Android Invasion is not only Nation's only 
non-Dalek story since The Keys of 
Marinus (1964); it is also one of his very 
best for the series. So why then does it 
live in the shadows of its famous Season 
Thirteen counterparts? 


In terms of characters, the story is also 
litte more than a four-hander, with the 
Doctor, Sarah Jane, Guy Crayford (Milton 
Johns) and the Kraals — Styggron (Martin 
Friend) and Marshall Cheddak — having 
the majority of the action. Most of the 
villagers and UNIT personnel (albeit 
mostly in android form) are there to just 
to make up the numbers, their characters 
being littke more than functional cameo 


roles. That being said, characterisation 
was never Terry Nation's greatest 
strength as a writer. 


The opening of the story is intriguing. The 
TARDIS lands in a typical English village, 
Devesham, which Sarah Jane had visited 
two years earlier in her capacity as a 
journalist investigating the disappearance 
of astronaut, Guy Crayford. Sarah and the 
Doctor witness the apparent suicide of a 
UNIT corporal as he throws himself off a 
cliff only to appear fit and well moments 
later. The Doctor and Sarah Jane are soon 
shot at and pursued by white-suited 
helmet-wearing androids, which have 
guns concealed in their fingers that initially 
makes you think that they could be a new 
type of Auton, 


One does wonder precisely what purpose 
the village setting serves, as when the 
Kraals later disperse the facsimile it seems 
to serve no actual purpose as regards the 
advancement of the plot. And yes, the 
Kraal world of Phaster Oseris is again a 
bleak world, yes, it's another quarry!!! 
Also, itis never explained why the android 
villagers are taken in and out of ‘the 
village’ on the back of a lorry driven by the 
‘androids’ that had earlier pursued the 
Doctor and Sarah Jane, 


One can only assume that a village which 
is also home to a space defence station 
was chosen so that the Kraals could study 
it and thus further weaken Earth's 
defences to the planned invasion. It is also 
interesting to see a small flaw in the 
Kraal's plans when noticing that the 
calendar in the Fleur de Lys pub has only 
one date — 6 July. Thus we are told that 
the Kraal's recreation of Devesham 
(actually East Hagborne) is imperfect. 


As ‘missing’ astronaut Guy Crayford, 
Milton Johns gives the best of his three 
performances in Doctor Who. The 
others being Benik in The Enemy of the 
World (1967) and the traitorous 
Castellan Kelner in The Invasion of Time 
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(1977). That said, Crayford comes over as 
a shifty and duplicitous character upon 
learning that his Kraal masters have 
betrayed him. We learn that the Kraals 
‘rebuilt’ Crayford after his rocket crashed 
apart, from his ‘missing’ eye. This in itself 
is utterly ridiculous, as are we seriously 
expected to believe that in two years 
Crayford hasn't blinked; or can't ascertain 
the difference between the blindness of 
having only one eye and the fabric of a 
dark eye patch? Oh please!!!! 


Once Sarah is captured we see that her 
brain activity is being monitored by her 
old friend Surgeon-Lieutenant Harry 
Sullivan, or at the very least an android 
copy of him. As can be expected the 
androids are for the most part cold and 
emotionless and, whilst this must be a test 
of any actor's skill, one cannot help but 
think that both Marter and John Levene 
{in a short and unremarkable cameo as 
RSM Benton) deserved a far better final 
story than this. 


The Kraals are fascinating monsters. They 
look and sound like grumpy trolls Indeed, 
one wonders if the Kraals provided any of 
the physical inspiration to fantasy writer 
Terry Prachett in the creation of the trolls 
which populate many of his Discworld 
novels. 


Styggron as a Kraal scientist is obviously 
only a cog in the wheel of the planned 
invasion. We are told that an invasion 
flect is ready and so, how come that once 
Crayford, having realised the extent of his 
betrayal by his Kraal masters, kills 
Styggron, that the invasion appears to 
have been thwarted? Surely the invasion 
was planned by the Kraal ruling body or 
military, so how is it the death of one 
scientist and one member of the Kraal 
militia suddenly means that che invasion 
has been thwarted? One can only assume 
that the androids were also acting as a 
sort of beacon to the invasion fleet, which 
cancelled itself out once the Doctor 
arrives back on Earth and uses the real 
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defence station's transmitters to block 
the androids’ signals. It would have been 
better had some mention been made of 
the thwarting of the invasion had been 
made. 


lf one thing really lets The Android 
Invasion down it is the fact that the story 
just seems to come to an abrupt halt at its 
climax, almost as though Nation had 
become tired of writing 
it and just wanted to 
bring it to a halt. 


One person who cannot 
be blamed for these 
faults is the story's 
director, the late Barry 
Letts. Returning to the 
series two years after his 
departure as producer 
Letts’ direction is subtle, 
understated and 
absolutely superb, 
possibly his best for the 
series, since Carnival of 
Monsters three years 
earlier. Tom Baker and 
Elisabeth Sladen both § 
seem totally at ease 
under the direction of 
their former boss. Sarah 
is at her most inquisitive =—_~ 
and, thankfully, devoid of ~~" 

that annoying habit of 
sounding as though she 
were sucking a boiled 
sweet, as she was wont 
to do during her original 
tenure in the series, and, 
of which since she has 
been thankfully free 
since her return to the 
series in 2006. 


Tom Baker as the 
Doctor is now totally 
comfortable in the role. He is cheerful, 
inquisitive and absolutely at his peak, 
whilst his android double is as cold and 
unfeeling as an android should be. 
Considering the programme's budgetary 
limitations the androids, when their faces 
fall away, look superb, making one long to 
know more about Kraal technology. 


If there is a disappointment in the acting 
ranks it is Patrick Newell in his brief 
cameo as Colonel Faraday, looking after 
things at UNIT whilst Lethbridge-Stewart 
is in Geneva. Precisely why Nicholas 
Courtney was absent from this story | 
don't know, but considering Newell does 
his best with such a small role, it would 
have hardly been worth Nick Courtney 
turning up, That said, in his all-too brief 


appearance Newell has nothing to get his 
teeth into and one can hardly believe that 
this is the man who was ‘Mother’ during 
the final season of The Avengers (1968- 
69). Martin Friend as Styggron is superb, 
intelligent, manipulative and cruel — a 
fantastically formidable foe for the 
Doctor. Roy Skelton as Chedaki doesn't 
quite hit the mark. Okay, so Chedaki has 
little to do other chan provide Styggron 
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with someone to talk to, but his voice 
here seems resemblance of that of the 
character of Zippy whom he voiced in the 
ITV children’s show Rainbow for many 
years. 


The set design by Philip Lindley who 
would return to Doctor Who four years 
later to design the sets for Meglos is 
superb, The Kraal HQ has a lovely natural 

look as though it has 


been carved out of rock; 

whilst the defence 

m centre is superbly 

functional and brings 

ee] back memories of David 
Myerscough-Jones space 


control centre sets in 
The Ambassadors of 
Death. 


In many ways The 
Android Invasion is 
something of a curate’s 
egg of a story. The plot is 
— simple and somewhat 
cliched, yet still manages 
to be exciting and 
extremely watchable, 
despite being populated 
by a great many 
characters who serve 
little more than a 
functionary purpose. It 
introduces us to a 
superb alien race of 
whom it is a pity we have 
net seen more; and Tom 
Baker and Elisabeth 
Sladen are on top form. 
Whilst it may not be the 
best in a season rich with 
classics, The Android 
- Invasion deserves a 
~ better place in the 
collective fan-memory 
thanithas. 7/10. 
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cag The Seeds of Doom (1976) 


Reviewed by Gary Phillips 


Robert Banks Stewart's The Seeds of 
Doom brought to an end the most 
successful season of Doctor Who ever. 
Banks Stewart chose to construct his 
story as a two parter and a four parter. A 
ploy this works far more successfully than 
The Invasion of Time would do two years 
later, where the join is far more obvious 
than itis here, 


The plot comes over as a blend of 
Quatermass; the more camp style of the 
James Bond films which were being 
produced at the time; The Avengers; and 
the intense gothic style of Doctor Who 
which producer Philip Hinchcliffe had 
successfully made his own. 


The first two episodes of this story are 
undoubtedly the best. If there is a fault it is 
someone shaking artificial snow out of a 
soap-powder box, For all thar, the late 
Douglas Camfield’s final bow as a Who 
director isn't bad at all. He is superb at 
creating an eerie and tense atmosphere, 
even if he does lack his protege Graeme 
Harper's skill for innovative camerawork. 


Now at the climax of his second season, 
Tom Baker is in cracking form, playing the 
alien investigator to the hilt. Indeed, we 
see him driving for the first time since 
Robot as he uses Chase's Daimler to 
escape from the mansion and to visit the 
WEB, 


As Sarah Jane Smith Elisabeth Sladen gives 
one of her finest performances, 
combining Sarah Jane's traditional 
bravado with genuine fear when 
necessary. And, rarely for this time in the 
series, for once doesn’t sound as though 
she is sucking a boiled sweet. Her 
performance here, watched with 
hindsight, puts one in mind of the 
constantly excellent performances she 
has given since Sarah Jane's resurgence in 
School Reunion. 


Lewellyn Rees, John Gleeson and veteran 
actor Michael McStay as the three 


scientists Stevenson, Winlett and 
Moberley are amongst the most rounded 
characters in Banks Stewart's script. 
Indeed, these two episodes alone could 
have been a story of their own of 
Quatermass proportions, as they 
discover the Krynoid pod which remains 
dormant in cold temperatures but which 
becomes a lethal killer when exposed to 
heat. These scenes are superb and indeed 
it is a pity that the Doctor and Sarah have 
to appear in these two episodes at all, 


As is well known, this era of gothic Who 
came in for much criticism for its levels of 
so-called horror and violence — and the 
scenes of Winlett (and indeed later 
Keller) being infected by the Krynoid pod 
certainly chill the blood but in a most 
enjoyable way. 


Word about the pods has reached the 
ears of the World Ecology Bureau and its 
head, Sir Colin Thackeray (brought to life 
via a superb performance from Michael 
Billington, who virtually recreates his 
much-loved role of the time, as the prison 
governor from the popular British 
comedy series Porridge), consults with 
his associate Dunbar (a money-grabbing 
bureaucrat superbly portrayed by 
Kenneth Gilbert), little knowing that 
Dunbar is in the pay of wealthy 
megalomaniac plant collector Harrison 
Chase (superbly portrayed by Ricardo 
Montalban lookalike Tony Beckley). 
Beckley's performance is one of the very 
best in the series’ history, putting one in 
mind of Joseph Wiseman’s portrayal of Dr 
No in the James Bond film of that name. 


Upon meeting Dunbar, Chase asks a 
question to that which the Rani would ask 
the Sixth Doctor in The Mark of the Rani 
nine years later. “What is your 
organisation doing about Bonsai, the 
genetic mutilation of plants and shrubs?” 
Pip and Jane Baker echoed a similar 
statement with their “What harm have 
the animals in the fields done them? Do 
they think about that when they sink their 


teeth into a lamb chop?” in the 
aforementioned Season Twenty-Two 
story. 


Unfortunately in a story of this nature it is 
hard to avoid stereotyping to a greater or 
lesser degree. John Challis (later to find 
fame as ‘Boycie’ in the comedy series Only 
Fools and Horses and The Green Green 
Grass) as Scorby and Mark Jones as 
Keeler, for example, initially come over as 
archetypal heavies. However, the script 
does buck the trend as Scorby comes to 
realise the error of his ways as Chase 
descends deeper into madness as the pod 
he and Keller brought back from the 
Arctic begins to destroy Chase's mansion. 


Seymour Green as Chase's butler, 
Hargreaves, has little to do for most of the 
story — apart from announcing various 
visitors to Chase's mansion — until it nears 
its climax. He then does his best to help 
the now repentant Scorby and Sarah fight 
off the Krynoid. Green does not a get a 
particular chance to shine in the story, but 
his opportunity would come nine years 
later as the fawning Jacondian 
Chamberlain, the one saving grace of 
Colin Baker's debut story The Twin 
Dilemma. 


Floral artist Amelia Ducat, superbly 
portrayed by veteran actress Sylvia 
Coleridge, has sadly all too little to do in 
her few short scenes, but she certainly 
makes the most of them, turning Miss 
Ducat into a minor character of genuine 
star quality. We are told chat she is owed 
money by Chase, seventy guineas for a 
painting she did for him, though it later 
emerges that she is in the pay of WEB and 
helping Sir Colin and Dunbar keep an eye 
on the Doctor and Sarah Jane. Amelia 
Ducat is one of Doctor Who's great 
female eccentrics, right up there with Miss 
Hawthorne of The Daemons and 
Professor Rumford from The Stones of 
Blood. But, unlike the other two 
characters, it is therefore a great pity that 
she has so little involvement in the 
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narrative and is shamefully excluded from 
Philip Hinchcliffe’s novelisation of the 
story. 


It is interesting to note that at the time we 
see Amelia, Sir Colin and Dunbar 
together that Dunbar confesses chat he 
has been in the pay of Chase, something 
which Sir Colin seems to forgive and, as 
such, it is rather a pity that upon coming 
out of the mansion Dunbar is also killed by 
a Krynoid. 


Once Scorby and Keller deliver the pod to 
Chase, and the second segment of the 
story (ie the remaining four episodes) 
remains firmly based on Earth, the story 
continues rather in the 
vein of an episode of The 
Avengers — a series for 
which Robert Banks 
Stewart wrote. 


Banks Stewart is a 
straight-down-the-line 
adventure story writer. 
Unlike Robert Holmes, 
his stories don't usually 
sparkle with glittering 
gems of dialogue, but the 
scene in which the 
Doctor warns a bemused 
Thackeray that “All 
vegetation on Earth is 2 
about to turn hostile” & 
Thackeray's bemused 
reply of “What? You 
mean aggressive 
rhubarb?” is agem. 


Despite the levity of this exchange, the 
larger and more in control the Krynoid 
becomes, the more vegetation does 
indeed start to become hostile. We have 
already learnt from the scenes in the 
Arctic base that contact with a Krynoid 
can turn a hapless victim into a plant 
creature, but one wonders about the 
psychological effects of being in the 
vicinity of a Krynoid. As the story moves 
towards its climax Chase becomes more 
and more unhinged, saying that plants 
hate animal kind and soon the world will 
consist merely of plant life as Chase's 
plants begin to attack Sarah. 


The scenes of first Sarah, then the 
Doctor and then latterly the UNIT soldier 
trapped in the compost maker are 
straight out of The Avengers; as is Chase's 
death when he falls into the machine. 
Despite the fact that Camfield’s tight 
direction makes these scenes gripping, 
even if they are little more than pure sci-fi 
cliché, such a superb villain as Chase 
deserved a much more worthy death and 
it would have been nice to see him die 
under the tentacles of his Krynoid. 


In my review of The Android Invasion, | 
referred to that adventure as the last 
UNIT story and indeed to my mind it was, 
since it was the last time we saw any of the 


regular UNIT personnel with whom we 
had become familiar over the past seven 
seasons. Here we have a Major Beresford, 
a Sergeant Henderson and a small number 
of UNIT soldiers who frankly are so bland 
and uninspiring that to call them one 
dimensional would be to heap too much 
praise upon them. If there is one area of 
characterisation where Banks Stewart 
falls down then this it. The regular army 
may as well have been called in, 


The rapidly growing Krynoid is by now 
towering over Chase's mansion and 
destroying a rather clumsy piece of model 
werk which could have looked more 
convincing had the location work for the 
story been shot on film. Shooting location 
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work for a story of this magnitude on 
videotape makes it look cheap and 
clumsy, whereas it should have looked 
filmic and magnificent. One can only put it 
down to a cost-cutting measure as times 
were as economically hard in the UK in 
1976 as they are in 2009. The Doctor's 
contribution to the successful climax of 
this story is one of his least distinguished. 
As UNIT fail to kill the Krynoid RAF jet 
fighters are brought in to destroy the 
thing which they do with great success. 


There are comparisons with Robot as the 
story climaxes as the Doctor refuses a 
request from Sir Colin to address the 
Royal Horticultural Society, just as he had 
refused an invitation to 
dinner at the Palace in Robot 
a season earlier. A friend 
suggested to me that The 
Seeds of Doom is very 
Season Seven in style; and 
although much had changed 
in Britain both politically, 
economically and culturally 
in the preceding six years, it 
, does have that feel, albeit 
much more intensely. The 
final scene is itself a 
throwback to Season Eleven 
as, promising to take Sarah 
for a holiday, the TARDIS 
door opens and a_bikini- 
dressed Sarah and the 
Doctor emerge back at the 
Arctic just as in Death to the 
Daleks a couple of years 
earlier the TARDIS had landed on the 
Exillion planet instead of the intended 
destination of Florana, 


As a Season finale and as a story in itself 
The Seeds of Doom is rather a curate’s 
egg, It is gripping whilst being little more 
than a blend of sci-fi/horror cliches. UNIT 
need not have been included; and of the 
guest characters only Chase, Thackeray 
and Amelia Ducat stand out, As | have said 
earlier, the main problem with this story is 
the fact that its effectiveness is weakened 
by recording the location work on video. 
It diminishes the impact of what after all is 
a rattling good adventure story in the very 
best sci-fi tradition. 
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Battlefield starts off innocently 
enough; good old Brigadier Alistair 
Gordon Lethbridge-Stewart (played by 
the always engaging Nicholas Courtney) is 
playing the part of retired soldier. 
Retired... yeah, right. 

Now leading UNIT is the gruff 
Brigadier Winifred Bambera (Angela 
Bruce). It seems that the writers finally 
clued into the fact that UNIT stood for 
UNITED NATIONS Intelligence 
Taskforce, Previously it had seemed 
more like the United Counties of 
England Taskforce. But with the 
addition of such characters as Sgt 
Zbrigniev (Robert Jezek), Flight Lt. 
Lavel (Dorota Rae), and Major 
Husak (Paul Tomany), we get more 
of the feel chat England isn’t alone in 
it’s fight against the alien terror from 
the sky. While taking a 
convoy across the country (which, 
of course, involves a nuclear 
missile), our UNIT friends get 
distracted by a fleet of ‘medieval’ 
knights crashing to the Earth in 
search of Excalibur and King Arthur. 
Oh, and the Doctor pops his nose in 
their business for good measure. 
Ace's reference to the name on her 
fake UNIT ID badge as they 
approach the convoy (“Who's 
Elizabeth Shaw?") is a nice 
throwback reference to the 
Lethbridge-Stewart controlled 
UNIT days. Sgt. Zbrigniev's 
explanation to Bambera of who the 
Doctor really is plays right into the 
‘mystery’ they were using as part of 
McCoy's Doctor's persona. They 
also decided to add to the mystery 
by having a Knight of the Round Table, 
Ancelyn (Marcus Gilbert), refer to the 
Doctor as ‘Merlin’ upon their first 
meeting 

The UNIT organization as a 
whole is not strongly represented until 
Part Three, where they show their stuff 
and do what they do best... getting shot, 
blown up or mind controlled. The 
Brigadier (now back to the soldier's life) 
has called out the troops in force with all 


» Battlefield (1929) 


Reviewed by Samantha Warner 


of their best toys (armor piercing solid 
gold Teflon Dalek bullets, etc.). As they 
prepare for battle, the Doctor leaves Ace 
behind to watch Excalibur (which they 
rescued from an underground lair that 
only ‘Merlin’ could open). Morgaine (Jean 
Marsh) uses the ensuing battle between 
her knights and UNIT soldiers as the 
perfect cover to steal Excalibur. 

Here ensues the UNIT blood 


bath. Stunt actors get blown left, right and 
center over hills and from pneumatic lifts 
to distant points just off camera until 
there’s nothing left but a field of black 
knights and camouflaged bodies strewn to 
the four winds. When enough actors are 
left with bruised ribs and coughing up a 
lung from the smoke bombs, the Doctor 
jumps in and declares chat the bactle must 
stop. Mordred (Christopher Bowen) 
informs him of Morgaine's distraction and 
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that she has brought forth the blue 
skinned demon known as the Destroyer 
(one of the best full-body suit creatures to 
appear on Who). Morgaine will set him 
free if Ace refuses to turn over the sword. 
Being a good companion, Ace tells 
Morgaine where to go. Morgaine has no 
choice but to let the Destroyer free to get 
what she wants. Big booms abound and 
Morgaine and the Destroyer get away 
with the sword. From this point 
there's some running and fighting, but 
ultimately with a tasty comeback line 
from the Brig (Probably. | just do the 
best | can.”) and a well placed 
argument from the Doctor, UNIT and 
the good guys win the day. 

This episode is a bit of a roller 
* coaster. The story is interesting, the 
plot is at times overly-convoluted and 
UNIT’s hands-on involvement waxes 
and wanes throughout all four parts. 
The acting of Nicholas Courtney and 
Jean Marsh is wonderful, but it is 
sometimes overshadowed by 
Christopher Bowen's need to upstage 
whoever he’s in a scene with, And, it 
must be said, Sylvester McCoy does 
practically eat the scenery on 
occasion. The inside jokes (Bessie, the 
mention of Liz Shaw) are always a nice 
touch for the audience. But sadly, 
UNIT"s inclusion as an organization in 
this episode seems to have been for 
little more than cannon fodder. 

What's truly a shame about this 
story are the two reasons why it's 
most remembered, One: Flight Le. 
Lavel’s God-awful impression of some 
kind of foreign accent. If anyone can 
tell me whar that as supposed to be, 
I'll eat my laptop. Two: The ‘Accident’ 
(Sophie Aldred and the cracked glass 
partition.). 

Given the right mood, the right 
crowd or even the right glass of wine, 
Battlefield is a good little adventure to 
have handy. Just don’t watch it wearing 
camouflage. You may find yourself an 
inadvertent ‘red shirt’. 7/10 
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When Doctor Who was re-launched in 
2005 I'm sure | wasn't the only fan who 
was left wondering whether there would 
be a place for UNIT in the new scheme of 
things. Soon enough my question was 
answered when Series One brought us 
the two-part Slitheen invasion effort 
Aliens of London/World War Three in 
which the United Nations’ finest returned 
in a blaze of... well, not quite glory, to say 
the least. As Joseph Avery-North points 
out in his “A 
Knife at the 
Gunfight’, 
UNIT's best 
don't even have 
the chance to 
break into a 
sweat before 
they are well 
and truly 
zapped by a 
criminal clan of 
bug-eyed 
monsters with 
a tendency for 
flaculence, 
Disappointing 
doesn't quite 
cover it. But at 
least the 2005 
Yuletide 
extravaganza 
The Christmas 
Invasion saw 
UNIT put 
firmly back on 
the map = didn't it? 


Well, not quite. You see, having been 
weighed and measured by the Slitheen 
and found wanting, The Christmas 
Invasion saw UNIT's next opponent, the 
Sycorax, similarly unforgiving in 
dispatching Earth's premier line of 
defence. In fact, aside from a swish bunker 
hidden beneath the Tower of London, and 
some equally swish extra-terrestrial 
translation software, UNIT is reduced to 
being little more than an impotent 
bystander. Of course, we mustn't foget 
that the ill-fated Major Blake briefly gives 


Geneva some much-needed pride, with 
his brave defiance of the vile Sycorax in 
the wake of the cold-blooded murder of 
the British scientist, Danny Llewellyn; but 
it is ultimately left to the British Prime 
Minister, Harriet Jones MP, to do most of 
the jaw work until a newly-regenerated 
Tenth Doctor finally recovers his senses — 
with the help of a good cup of tea — in time 
to save the day. Even the final flourish, in 
which the Sycorax ship is shot down in 


dramatic fashion, is given over to the 
mysterious Torchwood and its penchant 
for reverse-engineering. 


And so there we have it. Another 
opportunity for UNIT to show what it can 
do goes begging and I'm left puzzling why 
Russell T. Davies chose to revisit UNIT so 
soon after the Slitheen incident, only to 
yet again reveal its inadequacies. At least 
one answer comes to mind fairly quickly 
With all eyes on the debuting Tenth 
Doctor (when, that is, he isn't off-camera 
sleeping in his jimjams), Davies’ decision 
to fall back on a familiar face helped to 
anchor David Tennant’s incarnation at a 
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time when older fans were still trying to 
find their way around the new-look series. 
After all, wasn't it UNIT that gave 
continuity to Tom Baker's Fourth Dector 
when he first entered the fray? As to why 
Davies was content to once more define 
UNIT as a less-than-effective fighting 
force is anyone's guess 


On the bright side, at least UNIT's second 
new series outing was more successful 
than its first. 
It's only a pity, 
however, that 
we had to wait 
until 2008 and 
the new series 
arrival of the 
Sontarans to 
finally see 
UNIT proving 
its worth — in 
the sense of 
getting 
battered by an 
army of 
Humpty- 
Dumpty look- 
alikes. But 
that's another 
story. 
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The Sound of Drums sees UNIT but only 
very briefly... With the Master posing as 
the in-power British Pr me Minister, 
Harold Saxon, the announcement is made 
that the human race has come into 
contact with the alien race named as the 
Toclafane. When it comes to the time of 
first contact, however, Unired States 
President-Elect Winters places the 
operation into the hands of UNIT, also 


( 
a 


The Sontaran Stratagem & The Poison Sky 
sees the return of the Sontarans — and 
UNIT is on the case. More, as the story 
unfolds, there’s no doubt that we are 
being treated to an out-and-out UNIT 
story in the 


traditional sense 


With Martha Jones 
now working for 
UNIT, she calls in 
the Doctor to 
assist in their latest 
investigation, 
ATMOS. Working 
the 


Sontarans, child 


with 


prodigy Luke 
Rattigan has 
produced 
ATMOS: a satellite 
navigation system 
which also reduces 
carbon-dioxide 
emissions to zero 
Installed in cars al 
over the world 
plan to 


release 


they 
gases 

poisonous to the human race, allowing 
the Sontarans to use the Earth for their 
own benefit in the ongoing war with the 
Rutans. Rattigan’s deal with the Sontarans 
would see him transported to his own 


planet with his other gifted students to 


transferring the meeting with the 
Toclafane to the UNIT aircraft carrier, 
the Valiant. The Master welcomes these 
arrangements since they suit his plan 
perfectly 


On board the Valiant President Winters 
welcomes the Toclafane on behalf of 
Earth, but on arrival they ask for the 
Master. The Master then reveals himself 
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to the world by shedding his guise of 
Harold Saxon and ordering the killing of 
Winters, which the Toclafane carry out 
From here onwards the Valiant is in the 
Master's control and is his base of 
operations as his reign of terror begins. 
The Valiant would return in the future, 
back under UNIT control, in the Season 
Four two-parter The Sontaran Stratagem 
& The Poison Sky. 


The Sontaran Stratagem 2») 
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/ Thé Poison Sky 


starta new human race. 


This two-parter is UNIT on a large scale. 


We see them raiding the ATMOS 


warehouse; strategising from their bases 


of operations; nearly launching a nuclear 
attack on the Sontarans; and the return of 
their aircraft carrier, the Valiant, used to 
clear the poisonous gas over the ATMOS 
factory. UNIT is under the command of 
Colonel Mace and we are also treated to 


names of other personnel including 
Private Ross Jenkins, who is sent to 
accompany the Doctor on his visit to the 
Rattigan'’s private school. Following the 
Doe ter’ sf 
comments of him 
needing a 
Brigadier we are 
nformed that 
now knighted Sir 
Alistair Gordon 
Lethbridge- 
Stewart is still 
nvolved with 
UNIT but is 
nmowever 
Serre ner 
stranded in Peru. 
This is UNIT back 
mn business: it's 
the first of the 
revived series 
stories to use 
UNIT as a central 
character and lam 
sure won't be the 
ast! 
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Zink Enem 


Reviewed by Bob 


Enemy of the Bane is the sixth and final 
serial in Series Two of the Sarah Jane 
Adventures and features the return of 
Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart, as played 
by Nicholas Courtney, and UNIT as a 
focal point of the story. 


When Gita Chandra, (Rani’s mum), is 
kidnapped by Mrs, Wormwood, it turns 
out to be a trap for Sarah Jane Smith. Mrs 
Wormwood has joined forces with 
another of Sarah Jane's enemies as they 
prepare to settle old scores with her 
However, 
Sarah turns to 
help from her 
old friend, 
retired 
Brigadier 
Lethbridge- 
Stewart, who is 
able to help her 
gain entrance 
into UNIT's 
Black Archive 
(in order to 
retrieve the 
Tunguska 
Scrolls to 
defeat Mrs 
Wormwood), 
despite UNIT 
personnel 
trying to stop 
her 


UNIT plays an 
Important part 
in the first episode of this two-part 
adventure. Amazingly, the organization 
seems to have changed from the days 
when the Brigadier was in charge, into an 
entity that is overly concerned about 
home-world security. Its motto seems to 
have become ‘trust no one’ and even the 
Brigadier comments that he doesn’t have 
time for all of UNIT's cloak and dagger 
attitudes — in his day they merely fought 
the alien menace. While the Brigadier has 
gotten older, he is still that wonderful man 
from the era of the Third and Fourth 
Doctors. Although he is retired and still 


ae 


married to Doris, he still retains contact 
with UNIT as it appears he has become a 
special envoy for it, as we see UNIT's 
Major Killburn visiting the Brigadier at 
home to debrief him on his recent mission 
to Peru. 


The Black Archive is the repository of 
everything on Earth that shouldn't exist 
and does. As such it makes up a vast part 
of the UNIT archives. The mere mention 
of its name seems to send an air of dread 
and fear throughout everyone; and when 


Sarah Jane tells the Brigadier that she 
wants to gain access to it even he seems to 
feel uneasy. It's from within the Black 
Archive that Sarah wants to retrieve the 
Tunguska Scrolls (which were recovered 
from the Tunguska Basin in Russia in 1908 
and acquired by UNIT in 1972) 


While some may find it odd that the 
Brigadier is still connected to UNIT, he 
seems to have retained a very high 
security clearance. The Brigadier states 
that in order to enter the Black Archive 
one must have at least a Level One 


Review 


of the Bane 2008) 


(The Sarah Jane Adventures) 


Obviously the 
Brigadier’s clearance level is higher than 
this as he has no trouble gaining access, As 
the Brigadier arrives at the entrance to 
the actual building housing the Black 
Archive, he runs into Major Killburn who 
asks him why he’s there, to which the 
Brigadier states that he intends to 
retrieve his memoirs and figures it’s time 
to start publishing them. This is 
interesting in itself as obviously the Brig’s 
memoirs were seized and he initially 
wasn't allowed to publish them. 

Times change and 
if you go by the 
events of Doctor 
Who and 
Torchwood, the 
general public are 
becoming more 


security clearance 


and more aware 
of alien presences 
on Earth. Killburn 
is obviously 
aware of the 
Brigadier's 
memoirs and 
surprisingly 
allows the 
Brigadier to 
retrieve them. In 
allowing him to 
do so, however, 
he does insist that 
the Brig makes 
sure that none of 
UNIT's secrets 
are revealed, This fact is a bit of a surprise. 
What sort of secrets about UNIT can't be 
revealed? 


While it was great to see the Brigadier and 
UNIT play an important part in a modern 
Doctor Who-related story, | can’t help 
but feel that, like the character of the 
Brigadier, UNIT has changed — and 
perhaps likely not for the better. One 
wonders why there has been this change 
and what instigated it. Perhaps this is 
something that could be the basis of 
another Doctor Who story? 
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Review 


TIME © 
smOw Trt WORLO OF OBC TW S eine 
UNIT |.1 - Time Heals 


As an introduction to the series, it starts off a 
little disjointed. There's no ‘introduction’, no 
explanation or any kind of theme music 
(though that does kick in later). Upon first 
hearing, | thought | had started on the wrong 
track. Colonel Emily Chaudry (Siri O'Neal) 
does a great job of erasing the ‘military idiot’ 
stamp of UNIT’s past. She's much more 
personable and much less ‘five rounds rapid’. 
Although the character of Colonel Ross 
Brimmicombe-Wood (David Tennant) is 
mentioned heavily in this episode (and 
occasionally in subsequent episodes), he 
doesn't make an appearance until episode 
four. Our resident ‘baddie’ henchmen 
(Professor Mead and Kelly) don't really do 
much to send your boots shaking. They seem 
about as frightening as a wet newspaper, 
Although we find out that one is actually 
wortng for the evil doers and the other has a 
higher purpose, our evil doer doesn’t seem to 
be real villain material, The Professor, in some 
scenes, sounds as if his plans bore even him. 


There are a number of illusions to the 
terrorist attacks on 9/11 and the subsequent 
attacks on the London Underground and the 
Madrid Railroad. There is a great camaraderie 
between Chaudry and Lieutenant Hoffran 
(Robert Curbishley). The character of 
journalist Francis Currie (Michael Hobbs) & 
annoying enough to be believable. As always, 
it’s wonderful to hear the deep tones of 
Brigadier (now General and Sir) Alistair 
Gordon Lethbridge-Stewart. Colonel Robert 
Dalton (Nicholas Deal) starts off as your 
typical military plonk, Dalton does have a great 
throwaway line that will come into play later im 
the series: “UNIT has the highest mortality 
rate in the British Army.” 


Overall | think that the episode itself was a 
great story, well written and fairly well acted. 
However, | do think that some 
setup/introduction for the series would have 
helped it feel a little less disjointed. 8/10 


Samantha Warner 


The Waters of Mars 


And so the endgame begins 


As viewers we've known for over a year that 
David Tennant’s departing. On-screen the 
Doctor's had hints as far back as Planet of the 
QOod and more recently at the end of Planet of 
the Dead. The Waters of Mars plays on thar 
foreknowledge to tell a very different kind of 
Doctor Who story, one considered in the 
novels but never on television. And it's one 
that challenges the viewer's underlying 
assumptions about the Tenth Doctor whilst 
bringing themes to the forefront that have 
been there since The Christmas Invasion 


As with much of the twenty-first century 
version of Doctor Who we're into the action 
quickly. Our initial view of Mars is one of the 
very best alien landscapes we've seen in the 
series, spectacular yet convincing. Almost as 
soon as he’s landed the Doctor's dragged into 
the base by a cute robot complete with 
endearing catchphrase, the teaser proving just 
about the only part of the episode that doesn't 
grip. And as he’s dragged in, one of the crew 
taking a chomp on a carrot grown and cleaned 
in Martian water becomes infected. It may 
have an extra 15 minutes from a standard 
episode but somehow there seems even less 
time to hang around than usual 


What Russell T Davies and Phil Ford present 
us with is, on the surface, a very traditional 
Doctor Who tale. The obvious template is the 
old 1960s Who favourite, the base under 
siege. There are further echoes of the 1960s 
style too — the story's set close to Earth ina 


not nearly tangible future (the date given of 
the story perhaps indicates the transmission 
date the production team were aiming for 
almost exactly fifty years hence), echoing the 
likes of The Moonbase, or The Seeds of 
Death, It’s set just close enough for us to care, 
as we'll likely know people who'll be alive in 
2059, and close enough to Earth to provide 
the link to our planet that the production 
team's always been keen to establish. The 
people under alien threat are human pioneers, 
a scientific expedition. The twist on the well- 
established storyline here though is that the 
Doctor is trying not to involve himself, trying 
to avoid interfering with a ‘fixed nexus point’. 
He knows that the crew died here, on this 
date, giving him a complex moral dilemma to 
solve — does he do his Time Lord duty and 
walk away, or does he take the ‘human’ option 
and try to save them? It's a similar dilemma to 
that of rescuing Caecilius’ family in The Fires 
of Pornpeii (something explicitly referenced at 
a crucial point in the episode). This time 
though, he lacks a companion to fix his moral 
compass and has no-one to help him decide 
how to handle the situation. It leads to the 
Tenth Doctor acting unusually for three- 
quarters of the episode 
normally shy about historical tourism and 
interfering, here he does his best to escape 
from che action, even with lives at stake 

Bowie Base (a lovely understated reference) is 
well thought out and realised while it's 
obviously a pioneering mission, it's one 
equipped with the best technology of the day 
There's a lovely understated moment where 
the crew note the Doctor's spacesuit, which 


- where he's never 
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has become almost standard for the far future 
space stories the series has previously dealt in, 
is technologically far in advance of their own, 
even though the crew suits we see look more 
advanced to our eyes. The crew clearly lack 
luxuries, but they have the means and 
expertise to do their job of establishing the 
human race on Mars. Despite the 
multinational nature of the crew, many of 
them are drawn just well enough for us to care 
that they're under threat, much of it by 
resorting to the old cliche of showing 
messages from their loved ones from home. 
It's a cleverly exploited cliché though, given 
that we're told early on that everyone on the 
base dies; the use of thar cliché is there to 
reinforce our expectations of characters 
being doomed, 


The majority of the episode is essentially an 
exercise in building tension (rather than the 
horror some seemed to expect) and setting 
up the Doctor's dilemma. After the lightning 
quick initial infection of two crew members, 
established as more than water fodder just by 
Davies’ trademark economical character 
dialogue, we only see one unfortunate crew 
member being infected until the critical 
juncture of the story. That's just enough for 
the classic base-under-siege tale, the two 
zombies outside being powerful enough to 
create a threat and one inside to explore 
exactly what the characters are up against. 

Along the way though there's just enough time 
to establish the crucial relationship in the 
episode, between the Doctor and the Base 
commander, Adelaide Brooke. Lindsay 
Duncan's interpretation is mote perfect, a 
hardened space pioneer willing to take difficult 
decisions — something that'll be a vital contrast 
to the Doctor by the episode's end. Notably, 
she’s the only character to get further 
backstory than those glimpsed in what looks 
like an extrapolated version of the BBC's own 
website. It provides us with a surprising but 
welcome glimpse of a Dalek, harking back to 
The Stolen Earth and Journey's End, and 
establishes that her descendants will be 
important to the future, This is, of course, a 
great big red flag that her character's fate will 
become inyportant later in the episode, but at 
this point it serves to tie in with the Doctor's 
moral dilemma. It also leads to a scene in the 
base's airlock, which is the catalyst for the last 
third of the story. As the Doctor seems as if 
he's reconciled to obeying the Laws of Time 
and abandoning the crew to their ordained 
fate, Brooke forces him to explain his 
knowledge of the crew's doom. For a scene 
played over a television link, not face to face, 
it’s extraordinarily powerful. That's only the 
start of che real dramatic meat of the episode. 


The Doctor's shown striding off across the 
peaceful Martian landscape, whilst back on 
Bowie Base the inevitable chaos ensues. As he 
seems to be departing, the water zombies 
finally break through, costing another two 
crew members their lives in quick succession, 
And as a further crew member blows up their 
transport back to Earth, thereby stopping the 
zombies infecting our planet, the Doctor's 
serene walk is shattered by the explosion. And 
in that moment, in a landscape now chaotic 
and filled with debris the Doctor comes to a 
momentous decision and returns to Bowie 
Base to assume the heroic role to which he's 
grown accustomed, 


This isn’t the Doctor's usual heroic role, 
though. And this is the point the whole 
episode has been leading up to. Right from his 
first episode, when he prematurely ended 
Harriet Jones’ reign and Britain's new Golden 
Age, we've had hints of just how powerful he 
can be. We've regularly been told that one of 
the reasons he takes companions is not to lose 
perspective or cross certain lines, the ending 
of The Runaway Bride merely being the most 
prominent example. Subtly, the question of 
how terrible the Doctor could become if he 
loses his moral compass has been hanging 
there throughout this entire era, And the last 
fifteen minutes of the episode begins to 
answer that, 


The Doctor's foiling of the zombie threat and 
final rescue of the remaining crew members 
looks relatively simple and, despite the 
jeopardy of a countdown, he simply blows up 
the base (as in recorded history) and spirits 
thern back to earth in the TARDIS. That's part 
of the point here. Once engaged in tackling a 
situation the Doctor is so monumentally 
powerful there's almost nothing he can’t do. 
And when he realises that he has no authority 
to answer, that he is the sole arbiter of the 
Laws of Time it's a shocking moment. The 
Doctor, whilst doing what we think of as the 
right thing in saving lives, spins out of control, 
There's literally nothing and nobody to stop 
him, You can’t imagine where another 
Tennant series would go after this, this 
Doctor simply being too empowered to face 
any threat that didn't threaten the entire 
universe. 


Fortunately, in Brooke he’s matched with a 
character who understands the consequences 
of the Doctor being above any authority, and, 
shockingly, is willing to give up her life to 
remind the Doctor that the ‘Time Lord 
Victorious’ is a dark and terrible thing, Even if 
he's done the right thing for the wrong 
reasons, would that merely be che first step on 


Review 


UNIT 1.2 - Snake Head 


| think that someone on the writing staff for 
this series forgot to tell the writer of this 
particular episode that there was a theme 
running through the series. It seems to have 
been slapped in at the last minute. Chaudry and 
Dalton, following up on a dead body that turns 
up on MOD land, go to Southend to chase an 
invisible, Albanian bone marrow-sucking 
vampire that is killing illegal immigrants 
working as cockle pickers. You got it? No? 
Don’t worry. You won't be any more the 
wiser once it's over, It fluctuates from 
ridiculously convoluted to just plain ridiculous. 
Ie’s structured more like an episode of 
Torchwood. 


The writer tries to justify the strangeness of 
this episode by injecting some Who-based 
humor; Dalton drops the name of John Smith 
and Chaudry tells Hoffman that if he can't tell 
the difference between a Time Lord and a time 
waster, he should find a new job, 


Chaudry, Doctor Hendrick (lan Brooker) and 
Kevin Lee (lan Haytes) get into a conversation 
that seems like it was tossed in as a plot conceit 
to justify something that happens in a later 
episode; apparently there has been a treaty 
signed between the Human Race and the 


Silurians. Did I miss something? Nope. But you 
hawe co wait until episode four for it to make 
sense. There is a lot of mention of a civilian 
mirror organization to UNIT called ISIS. UNIT 
doesn't exactly have a glowing opinion of ISIS; 
Dalton lovingly refers to them as a “Gestapo 
charm school run by the Keystone Cops.” 


Overall the best way to describe this episode is 
simple and one worded... Yuck. 5/10 


Samantha Warner 


the dark path trodden by the likes of the 
Master? The Doctor's realisation of what he's 
become is stunning acting from David 
Tennant, capping his finest performance as 
the Doctor to date. It's a bleak conclusion to 
the darkest story BBC Wales have yet told, 
and only increases the anticipation for the 
most awaited pair of Doctor Who episodes 


since Rose, 9/10 
Jon Arnold 
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UNIT 1.3 — The Longest Night 


The episode starts off with a bang... Literally. 
There is a lot of weaving of details from 
episodes one and two to tie the whole series 
together and set up the finale. The relationship 
between Chaudry and Dalton develops 
wonderfully and they make a great team 
There is, again, a lot of mention of the terrorist 
attacks on 9/11 and the subsequent attacks on 
London and Madrid. Some current, real-world 
fear is worked into the story as the Prime 
Minister (Steffan Rhondri) is quick to quell 
rumors of Muslim extremésts (much like the 
real-life politicians of today). Again, John 
Smith's name is dropped a few times as well as 
the growing influence of the ISIS organization 
Back in episode one, Dalton threw out the line 
“UNIT has the highest mortality rate in the 
British Army.” Sadly, this does come truc 
during the run of this episode. Former ISIS 
member and current jailbird Andrea 
Winnington (Sara Carver) is so pathetic that 
you can't feel bad for her, even after you find 
out that she’s being used and manipulated by 
her own father and former co-workers 


Johnson Willis plays the character of Major 
Philip Kirby, a slimy, slithering worm of a 
hurnan being. And he plays him perfectly. His 
ideals and plans for a ‘pure Britain’ are enough 
to turn anyone's stomach, And unfortunately 
for us as a race, there are people in the real 
world who do share his beliefs... maybe just 
not to his degree of manipulation. The way that 
the media and public forums are used to create 
panic and distrust is not far off what could 
happen in this day and age 


Overall this episode was very well done. The 
storyline was well written and very well acted 
The manipulation, the twisting of facts and the 
forced panic is a great set up for the finale 


8/10 
Samantha Warner 


Russell T Davies’ take on SF and Doctor Who 


in particular cuts very much against the grain 
pts 


(the morality of science, Cold VVar tensions 


Rather than exploring traditional SF cc 


etc), Davies is more imterested in the 
characters and their emotions, which is 
probably why the new series has occasionally 


received de ‘ comparisons with soap 


operas. So, when the trailer for The Waters of 


Mars tells us everyone's poing to die, it's a clue 


that this episode is going, along with the 


Doctor himself, into very new territory 


The Doctor's arrival at Bowie Base One on 
Mars (home of the only life on Mars, geddit?) 
coincides with the discovery that the crew is 
being transformed one by one into staring, 
drool! ng, semi-rept ian bad guys The serpent 
in this Martian Garden of Eden is the water 

life on the base depends on it and in true 
Quatermass fashion (hiding the strange within 
the familiar), an alien microbe has turned this 
vital element against the colonists, causing 
them to mutate, The crew learns that contact 


with just one drop of water will consume 


them. Realising this is a fixed point in time, the 
Doctor recalls the fate of Adelaide Brooke 
and her crew and, reluctant to interfere, must 
leave the colonists to their fate. However, he 
has a change of heart(s) and returns to the 
disintegrating base, ignoring the Laws of Time 
to rescue the survivors. On returning 
Adelaide and the others to Earth, he is taken 
aback by their less-than-enthusiastic reaction 


to being saved 


Quatermass and many of the better early 
Doctor Who stories would have used the bug 
in the water as 2 warning against tampering 


with the forces of nature. However, such well- 


worn metaphors do not interest Davies and 


his co-writer, Phil Ford. Nor do they care to 


explore the aliens’ intentions i 
that they just lurk (the 


secondary ~ we're told in the episode's chilling 


enough 


face of the crew is also 


trailer that they're doomed so no-one could 
have missed that). Davies did a similar thing in 
his first episode Rose, which featured the 
Autons as the backdrop to his introduction of 
the new companion; The Waters of Mars 
fo 


parasite in the water playing second fiddle to 


ows the same path, with the threat of the 


revealing the Doctor's growing arrogance 
which leads him to transgress the Laws of 


Time 


le's a pleasant change for the new series to 
abandon its occasionally drab earthbound 
locations and head off to the final frontier; a 
location more in keeping with a science fiction 
series. The story borrows much from the 
base-under-siege serials so loved by 19605 
Dector Who and is pretty much by the 
numbers — an alien menace infiltrates and the 
crew are picked off one by one as they 
attempt to flee, their esc ape routes cut off 

with echoes of the creepier elements of The 
Thing and the Alien films (there is a nod to 
Alien 3 where we learn early on that the 
characters will noc make it, lending a very 
downbeat mood to the episode). So far, so 
familiar, bue it is the central character's 
dilemma that concerns the writers. Knowing 
that he cannot interfere, che Doctor does so 
anyway, determined to have his way and save 
the base's crew. In doing so, there is likely to 


be a price to be paid 


The importance of family is another thread 
running through the story — Adelaide and 
several of the others keep in couch with 


relatives via videophone (the last thing Steffi 
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sees is, poignantly, a recording of her family), 
The episode also contrasts how the 
characters face their mortality; the Doctor 
has already been warned that his current life is 
coming to an end, which may be the reason for 
his frenzied refusal to toe the line. Adelaide, 
meanwhile, takes the news of her impending 
demise in a more composed manner. She 
learns from the Doctor that her death is to be 
the inspiration for her granddaughter to take 
the human race even further into space. The 
fact that she takes the Doctor's words at face 
value does not entirely — dare | say it — hold 
water, nevertheless she feels more of a 
responsibility to the future than the Doctor, 
Putting her family before herself, she takes her 
own life, leaving events to unfold as they 
should, Her acceptance of the way things must 
be is in marked contrast with the Doctor's 
selfishness and apparent arrogance. In fact, by 
the end of the episode he appears to be as 
corrupted by his powers as the Master — 
which | dare say will have a bearing on the next 
episode. 


The base's nomenclature says much about the 
writers’ approach to SF themes — eschewing 
any reference to HG Wells, a writer closely 
associated with the Red Planet, we get a name 
check for the pop singer (either that or it’s an 
oblique reference to fish stew). The base itself 
recalls those featured in Gerry Anderson's 
plush 1970s series with its pressure domes 
arranged in a radial layout. It’s a sort of flat- 
pack Mars base — the only transport between 
sections being Shanks’ Pony; vehicles were 
too heavy to transport up there, you see. The 
design of the base is not so far out that the 
technology is unrecognisable, making the 
threat a little more believable to the viewer. 


Graeme Harper was very highly regarded for 
his work on two standout serials in the 
original series, raising them way beyond the 
1980s norm. He has done similarly eye- 
catching work for the new series, this episode 
being no exception, with some effective 
backlighting in the garden scenes. Despite the 
parallels with Alien, he's no Ridley Scott — he 
forgets to turn the lights off (that's despite 
water gushing through the ceiling, surely 
bound to fuse the lights immediately)! The 
tension and excitement nevertheless build 
well and are maintained though the 
countdown right up to the unexpected 


epilogue. 


The visuals are par for the course, the wide 
shots of the Doctor arriving on Mars being the 
stand out. One minor gripe would be the 
music, which as usual is anything but incidental 
— the trailers were incredibly effective without 


it, yet this much is counterproductive when 
trying to create fear and tension. Less is more, 
something | hope the new production team 
will consider. And I like the idea of a Brit in 
charge of a Mars base —like we'd ever have the 
funds to even go halves. Just proves it's a 
fantasy! 


The episode's main flaw is that we have to wait 
a while for anything truly unexpected to occur 
~ the Doctor leaving the base crew to fend for 
themselves is the first time you sit up and take 
note, followed by his frenzied return to help. 
The episode works well as a prelude for what 
will be Tennant’s final outing: its real thrust is 
left until the epilogue back on Earth, but 
despite the unevenness in the plotting, to be 
fair it's a payoff with no shortage of clout. 
There's even a Dalek cameo and a little 
mention for the Ice Warriors, favourite 
monsters yet to make a reappearance in the 
new series. 

Despite leaving the more familiar SF tropes 
very much in the background, Russell T Davies 
has breathed new life into the series by making 
the Doctor a more rounded, believable and 
emotional character. David Tennant gets 
more to emote with in The Waters of Mars 
than many of his predecessors had in an entire 
series, and he pulls it off admirably (his scenes 
in the airlock when he reveals Adelaide's fate 
are especially well done), No more does the 
Doctor skirt around plots, find a solution and 
emerge unscathed at the other end. This may 
make him a bit too human for some, but it’s 
ultimately much more rewarding for the 
viewer. This Doctor gets involved, bears the 
emotional scars and is capable of making 
mistakes, | suspect this is one that is likely to 


cost him dearly. 
Richard Farrell 


Review 


UNIT 1.4- The Wasting 


The episode begins two weeks after the last 
one ends. ISIS has UNIT on the ropes and on 
the run. But the good old Brig is ready to pull 
on his boot and kick some burt! 


The mysterious flu that breaks our is eerily 
similar to some of the news reports we're 
getting mow about the current Swine Flu 
outbreaks. The name dropping abounds again; 
Yates and Benton, and good old Harry Sullivan 
plays an intricate (but obviously silent) role in 
the episode. Francis Currie has become much 
less annoying journalist and actually becomes 
not only tolerable, but helpful. Our flu then 
takes a turn from Swine Flu to 28 Days Later. 
Again, ISIS tries to use the power of the media 
to manipulate the public into believing that 
UNIT is actually fighting against the good of the 
British people. We finally get to meet Colonel 
Ross Brimmicombe-Wood (David Tennant), 
full-blown Scottish accent and all. And boy, 
does he lay on the military act pretty thick. 
Again our virus mutates, going from 28 Days 
Later to Soylent Green, Our plot begins to 
twist and turn (| don't want to give too much 
away for those who haven't heard it yet). 
Needless to say. our brave boys (and girls) 
from UNIT win the day with a litte help from 
our good friends... the Silurians? Although it 
was setup early in episode two, it does seem 
like a bit of a cheat to have them save us rather 
than us saving ourselves, We humans can’t 
seem to get anything right. 9/10 


Overall Opinion 
The UNIT series was, for the most part, very 
engaging. well written and well acted. | think 
the real kinks in its chain are the way the series 
started off and episode two. Snake Head is 
such a departure from the theme and flow of 
the other three episodes that it’s distracting, | 
think had it been different. the series would 
have a much more fluid feel. Instead, it starts at 
a good pace, hits a speed bump and then has to 
gun it to get back to the right flow, | think that if 
they did do a second series, I'd give it a listen. 


#10 Samantha Warner 
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on 


leks Advocate 
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. 4 
“The UNIT Dating Controversy” 


UNIT Dating Controversy. It is the Holy 
Grail of Doctor Who as people try to 
grapple with the subject. But, what is it 
and where did it come from? More 
importantly, can we even find the unified 
theory of UNIT? The Solution. The 
ultimate idea that will tie it all together. 
Dalek's Advocate hopes to do just that 
and finally put to rest the issue of the 
UNIT Dating Controversy. 


At first glimpse the UNIT Dating 
Controversy seems a large, daunting 
topic; something for the Uber fans to 
deliberate about over their pints, Yet, on 
closer inspection, the concept behind the 
UNIT Dating Controversy is quite simple. 
It’s the word ‘controversy’ that makes the 
subject intimidating, as if we were dealing 
with a conspiracy or a taboo subject. 
There is nothing remotely controversial 
about the subject. Debated yes, but no 
one would look around them before 
lowering their voice to a semi whisper to 
talk about it. 


“Listen, shush, keep it down, but have you 
noticed... the dates which UNIT says 
things happened on don't match up? 
Don't tell anyone | think this. | don’t want 
to cause any ill-feeling.” 


UNIT Dating Confusion would be a more 
apt title. The whole matter is down to the 
fact that the years surrounding the 
Doctor’s adventures with UNIT don’t 
tally correctly. The main facts that 
surround the issue, according to Doctor 
Who Magazine (Issue 409) are: 


- The Web of Fear — Professor Travers claims 
that he met the Doctors over 40 years ago, 
Later, Victoria says that this event happened 
in 1935, Placing the story in 1975 


- The Invasion — The Brigadier states that the 


Web of Fear occurred 4 years before. 


- The Silurians — Contains pre-decimalised 


money placing it before 1971. - Pyramids of 
Mars — Sarah Jane says she is from | 980. 


~ The Last Temptation of Sarah jane (Sarah 
Jane Adventures) — States Sorah Jane born in 
1951. Combined with Invasion of the 
Dinosours where Sarah says she's 23 years 
old means that Sarah Jane's tenure with the 
Doctor should be in the mid 1970's 


- K-9 and Company — Set in 1981 and a few 
years ofter Sarah Jane has left the Doctor. 


- Mawdryn Undead — The Brigadier retired 
from Unit in 1976. 


As you can see, it’s all a bit of a mess. So, 
how did this all come about? Why don't 
the dates match? Well, it’s all to do with 
the way the BBC used to store tapes. Let 
me take you back in the TARDIS to the 
late 1960s. One of the reasons for the lack 
of accuracy in continuity at the time was 
that calling up old tapes from the BBC 
archives costa lot of money; if you got the 
wrong tape it was tough luck and you 
would have to pay again. It was not 
something you'd do unless you really had 
to and television was different back then, 
something to be produced and discarded. 
Though the episodes were kept for a 
while, ultimately they would be deleted to 
make room for items deemed worthy of 
retention, They kept the interviews with 
important, but ultimately obsolete 
people; there was no need to keep the 
entertainment shows that the public 
watched, Like an old maiden aunt (in fact, 
this view of the BBC is why it has the 
nickname ‘Auntie’) keeping her unused 
Crown Derby tea-set and throwing out 
the toys that would say more about the 
past than anything else. Very staid, very 
respectable and, as it turns out, very 


wrong. 


Most of the popular shows were 
produced without referring back to the 
previous episodes because once 
something went out you wouldn't be able 
to see it again, No repeats, no video 
recorders and back then no novelisations 
either. So unless you were a ‘super-fan’ or 
the previous author you would have no 
idea what went on in the previous 
episodes, barring a synopsis of the 
episode from the scripts and these 
wouldn't focus on the dates, times or 
ages. 


These are only a few of the real reasons 
that UNIT dating has become so difficult. 
However, in an attempt to finally put the 
continuity to rest, | shall present a couple 
of solutions to the controversy. 


Looking at the facts in the above box the 
major thing that needs to be rectified is 
the time that the Brigadier meets the 
Second Doctor; and his retirement in 
Mawdryn Undead (1983). What needs to 
be considered is which of the dates 
mentioned are more reliable than the 
others. This is not to claim that people are 
lying. confused or senile, but that some 
dates come from passing comments that 
may or may not be as accurate as others. 
What can we say are certain dates and 
what may be a mistake, or a mild 
stretching of time (that is to say, rounding 
up the dates to a more significant number 
such as saying 20 years instead of | 7). 


The Web of Fear (1968) dating is heavily 
dependant on hearsay from Professor 
Travers and Victoria. The only reason 
that 1975 is stated as the date is the 
addition of Professor Travers ‘over 40 
years’ comment and Victoria’s comment 
that it happened in 1935. However, what 
is the reliability of these dates? Travers is 
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remembering far into the past and may be 
rounding the date, and how does Victoria 
know the year of The Abominable 
Snowmen (1967), the Doctor mentions 
that the Holy Ghanta was entrusted to 
him in 1630, later stating that it was 300 
years ago. All | can say is, think how old 
the book Oliver Twist is, and what have 
you come up with? Would it surprise you 
that it is nearly 170 years old (written in 
1838)? The larger the years, the more 
likely we are to be unable to state with 
accuracy how long ago something 
happened. The Doctor can’t even 
remember how old he is, So what we 
might have is a Victoria making an 
incorrect conclusion from rough 
numbers. 


We can take the date for Mawdryn 
Undead as a substantiated fact, as various 
people confirm it. We, therefore, need to 
redate The Web of Fear in order to allow 
the time needed for the events of UNIT 
and the Third Doctor, The Brigadier 
states to the Second Doctor in The 
Invasion (1968) that the events of The 
Web of Fear happened four years before. 
As a military man we can trust his dating 
ability and can, therefore, conclude that 
the date of The Web of Fear must be, at 
the most, placed in 1966. 


So can this be proved in any case? Well, 
yes it can! Take at look at the picture 
below, at the map behind Anne Travers 
and compare it to the London 
Underground map. What can you see? 
Or, more importantly, what can’t you 
see? The light blue line that runs down the 
middle of the tube network is the Victoria 
line and it's not there in the map used in 
the HQ despite it being an important link 
in the network, It would be illogical to not 
put this line on the map when there are 
Yeti attacking London via the 
Underground — illogical unless the line had 
not been opened at the time. Work began 
on the line in 1962 and it was first opened 
in 1968. As the line would be nearly 
complete nearer the end it would stand to 
reason that the HQ would have at least 
been part of it on the map, So this would 
put the events of The Web of Fear in the 
period of about 1962-1966. I'm going to 
say 1963, with the BBC being forced to 


make a science-fiction show to disguise 
the fact that this has all been happening. 
Then naming the line after the girl who 
helped and then disappeared. It’s all a 


government conspiracy. 


So what about Sarah Jane's “I'm from the 
1980s" comment? That is the one that 
makes the fans puzzle the most. The only 
reason that the Brigadier’s UNIT may be 
working in the 1980s is from that small 
comment. So, can Sarah Jane really be 
from the 1980s? Well no, not really. If the 
Brigadier retired from UNIT in 1976 then 
Sarah Jane must have met the Doctor 
before then. Most probably around the 
same time she first appeared onscreen in 
1974. But why does she think that she is 
from the 1980s? Well, time is relative and 
on board the TARDIS even more so. So, 
though, we may have seen about two 
years of adventures there may have been 
much more. She may have been subjected 
to many years of travel with the Doctor 
and Harry Sullivan. There may have also 
been some time distortion that means 
that she could no longer keep track of her 
relation to modern day Earth. This is not 
unique. The new series has Martha Jones 
living the year that no one else did; what 
does that do her perception of time? 
Could Sarah Jane have experienced a 
similar thing? In Invasion of the Dinosaurs 
(1974), for a brief moment she believed 
that she had travelled in deep space for 3 
months. Though that would prove to be 
false, it must have opened her eyes to the 
idea that linear time was no longer as 
applicable to her situation, She could just 
be mistaken about her position time-wise. 
Of course, the years she is on Earth with 
the Third Doctor may also be in question. 


It's also taken for granted that the 
Brigadier and subsequently UNIT have 
met the Doctor in order. One story leads 
to another — but what if we are wrong? 
What if there is a difference in the timeline 
of the Doctor meeting UNIT and the 
timeline of UNIT meeting the Doctor? To 
begin with, the progression between the 
Second and Third Doctors seems to 
match up. UNIT's outfits change and the 
Brigadier seems confused when meeting 
the Second Doctor again in The Three 
Doctors (1973). But after that, when the 
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Third Doctor can come and go as he 
pleases; and when the Fourth Doctor 
turns up, who is to say that it all remains in 
order? More, why hasn't the Brigadier 
said anything to the Doctor or the Doctor 
to the Brigadier? The Tenth Doctor could 
explain it with one word: spoilers. The 
Third Doctor could have discussed with 
the Brigadier the importance of neither of 
them knowing what was to come, using 
some heavy-duty science jargon, The 
Brigadier may not have understood at first 
but, trusting in the Doctor, he promised 
not to reveal the future or request to have 
the future revealed — and the Brigadier is 
a man of his word. If all that sounds a bit 
‘timey-wimey’ to you, then consider what 
else it may mean. Could some of the Third 
and Fourth Doctors’ adventures have 
occurred after Mawdryn Undead when 
the Brigadier rejoined UNIT (and lost the 
retirement weight)? Itis possible. 


We end with the answer to our original 
question: Is there a unified theory of 
UNIT? No. But, then, as | do not believe in 
the idea of unified theories that's as it 
should be. Instead we have numerous 
explanations for various little anomalies 
based on human (and Time Lord) error; 
real-life events; temporal confusion; and 
an Earth that the Doctor visits but never 
asks any awkward questions. Will this, 
now, stop the fans from wondering about 
UNIT in the 1970s and 1980s? Probably 
not. But we now have some new 
inconsistencies to deal with. The Daleks 
have invaded the Earth so many times and 
yet no one can ever remember them, Not 
Van Statten in 2012; not London in 2150; 
nor did we remember them in 2008 
despite them attacking New York in the 
1930s and London a couple of years 
before. Now we must turn to solving the 
Dalek Dating Controversy and hope that 
the show doesn't try and do it for us, 
because that would be no fun atall. 


Margaret Brown 
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Auton Admiration 


Grant Bull 
whotoa. 


Grant Bull tells us why he thinks 
the chilling Autons are simply awesome 


+ ee & 
whotsp.d” 


Just like the Doctor and Liz in Spearhead 
from Space | remember visiting the 
waxwork museum in London, having been 
taken by my parents at a young age. | recall 
my uncomfortable feeling observing the 
so life-like models in front of me; there 
they stood so realistically life-like. | can 
see my young self watching them, waiting 
for them to breathe, or to blink, or to get 
fed up of standing still and suddenly walk 
away. Then there was the obligatory visit 
to the gift shop afterwards and witnessing 
my Mum ask a waxwork model of a store 
assistant the price of a particular gift to 
unsurprisingly no reply. Of course there 
was sheer embarrassment for her but for 
me it was the growing concern thar, if a 
waxwork model looked 
so life-like that it could 
trick an adult such as my 
very own Mum, then 
what chance did a child 
like me have! 


This memory has 
remained with me ever 
since and so, at 26 years 
of age, | am not ashamed 
to say that waxworks — 
and in turn the Autons 

do still unnerve me; for 
that reason they remain 
one of my favourite 
Doctor Who monsters 
of all time, | think it’s 
their moulded faces with 
a lack of real eyes and 
features, together with 
their almost robotic 
movement, which gives them a general 
eeriness. Add to this the revelation of 
their weapons, concealed behind their 
fake hands, which can kill or vaporise 
unsuspecting victims, and you have a 
creation to be properly feared. It’s that 
incredible idea, born from the genius 
brain of Robert Holmes, of bringing 
something ordinary and everyday like a 
shop-window mannequin to life that plays 
on my mind so much, The premise of a 
consciousness such as the Nestene's 
being able to manipulate plastic opens up 
the imagination to all sorts of creatable 
monstrosities, The feeling that something 
everyday and used in so many different 
forms such as plastic could be 


manipulated to come to life is frightening 
enough for an adult, let alone a child. Just 
look around you as you read this, ac all the 
plastic surrounding you and think what 
the Nestene Consciousness could do 
with it... scary huh?! 


It's a credit to the concept and design that 
the Autons remain such an iconic Doctor 
Who monster having only been seen in 
three stories. The scene from Spearhead 
from Space in which the mannequins 
smash through the shop windows and 
attack the unsuspecting shoppers is now 
an iconic part of Doctor Who's long- 
running history. There is also the fact that 


they were the first villain to be shown in 
full colour, Spearhead in Space being 
broadcast in this manner. The scare factor 


is pushed to the extreme in Terror of the 
Autons when everyday plastic items are 
manipulated and used as forces against 
humans such as an inflatable chair, artificial 
flowers and a plastic toy troll, It was in this 
adventure that the fear factor was taken 
too far in some eyes, with the unmasking 
of a policeman revealed to be an Auton 
included. This was deemed too 
frightening for children by some and was 
even mentioned in the House of Lords, 
where Baroness Bacon voiced concerns 
over the frightening of children both 
young and old. Presumably the Auton 
policemen didn't do much in the way of 
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building trust or confidence in police 
officers from a child's perspective either 
A more recent sign of their frightening 
appearance and credibility is the choice 
made by Russell T Davies to use them as 
the villains in the 2005 revival episode 
Rose. It is in this episode that we see a 
modern take on the Autons attacking 
helpless shoppers, a whole 35 years on 
from their original attack seen in the Third 
Doctor story. 


Finally, last year | went to the Doctor 
Who Exhibition at Earls Court and the 
first display after the walkway of all the 
incarnations of the Doctor was the 
Autons. There 
they were all lined 
up like the 
basement of 
Kendrick’s as seen 
in Rose. So like 
many others | 
stopped and 
stared In 
wonderment and 
contemplated 
again the eeriness 
they emit. Then it 
was time for the 
necessary photo 
to record the day, 
so | lined up my 
shot and just as | 
was about to click 
away the bloody 
thing moved! 
There it was, my 
childhood visit to 
the wax museum and my first viewing of 
Spearhead from Space coming back to 
haunt me. Needless to say | jumped at the 
sight of the automated movement, 
completely taken by surprise and in 
momentary shock. Naturally | moved 
swiftly on trying to look as casual and cool 
about the whole episode as possible, with 
a false grin at my own embarrassment 
hiding my fast heart race! 


This article originally appeared in 
Celestial Toyroom 369/370, 
January 2009 
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From Doctors and Daleks to costumes and companions Doctor Who is surrounded by a wealth of iconography, helping to make the 
series an enduring success, Each issue Screwdrivers, Scares and Scarves spotlights one of these remarkable icons. 


Imagine in your mind's eye the archetypal 
army officer. You've probably given him 


matinee idol looks, a piercing stare and a 
finely-shaped moustache. Whichever 
characteristics the Season Six production 
team was looking for when casting 
commenced for UNITs commander-in- 
chief, Nicholas Courtney's depiction of 
Colonel Alistair Gordon Lethbridge- 
Stewart, soon to be promoted to Brigadier 
Lethbridge-Stewart, gave us a character who, 
before the next decade was out, would 
become an icon of the series, 


The story of how it all began for the Brigadier 
back in the heyday of Jimi Hendrix and the 
Soviet crackdown in Prague is common 
knowledge. Producer Peter Bryant and script 
editor-curned-producer Derrick Sherwin 
envisaged Doctor Who moving in very 
different circles to the ones it had previously 
frequented. They went on to map out an all- 
new trajectory for the good Doctor, 
eventually unveiled in The Invasion (1968). A 
season later and this action-packed format, 
replete with full-scale gun battles and alien 
invasions aplenty, became the standard 
recipe for writers and directors working on 
Doctor Who for the next five years, 


However, all these bare facts can mask that 
special ingredient which turns a good idea 
into a great one, That ingredient was 
Courtney's inch-perfect portrayal of 
Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart. 


Without a shadow of a doubt, the character 
of the Brigadier anchored the UNIT 
backdrop. And let's not forget, by helping to 
make UNIT a success, the Brigadier was a 
crucial player in promoting Doctor Who 
back into the premier league of television, 
Thus, to say that he was pivotal to the series 
at that time would be nothing short of an 
understatement, 


Yet it could have been so very different. The 
Brigadier might simply have become just 


another supporting role, prone to the 
occasional over-the-top moment and 
wooden delivery. But this was never the 
case. Courtney took to the part with such 
panache that, in no time at all, the Brigadier 
became a series stalwart and, crucially, one 
who could be relied upon to make a script 
work. 


Courtney first graced the set of Doctor Who 
as Space Agent Bret Vyon in the epic-length 
The Daleks’ Master Plan (1965/1966), Over 
the next twenty-three years he went on to 
appear alongside all but one of the next six 
actors to play the Doctor. His depiction of 
the UNIT leader saw him become part of the 
very fabric of the series; and one of the 
convention circuit's most popular guests. 


So what is it exactly about the Brigadier, or 
perhaps more importantly Courtney's 
portrayal, that makes him such a huge part of 
Doctor Who? | think at least one reason lies 
in the charisma which Courtney was able to 
invest in the part. Playing a military type tends 
to leave an actor open to the near-irresistible 
temptation to ham it up for all he’s worth (eg 
barking orders at all and sundry; blasting 
bullets at all and sundry). Yet that's precisely 
what the Brigadier is not. With some assured 
script writing in his early episodes it’s crystal 
clear he’s no mere scene filler; rather he's a 
full-fledged, three-dimensional character 
with motivations and purpose. He's a living, 
breathing on-screen figure — and that's no 
mean feat for an actor who's expected to 
play second fiddle to a television icon, whilst 
churning out scene after scene with little 
room for error. 


The Brigadier is also very much his own man. 
And that, | feel, is another important reason 
for his enduring appeal. Of course, his duty is 
ultimately to UNIT, but he's no government 
drone. More, he isn’t always seen to follow 
the Doctor's advice either. Sealing the 
Silurians’ subterranean base at the close of 
The Silurians (1970) is probably the best 


example. You might not agree with his 
motives, but you've got to respect him for 
taking the tough decisions, even at the risk of 
alienating his much-needed Time Lord ally. 


As well as being a thinker and a doer, the 
Brigadier is a hero to whom we can all aspire: 
a human being, with only one life to risk, just 
doing the best he can. He leads from the 
front, eschewing the mentality of the 
armehair strategist and facing the enemy 
shoulder to shoulder with his subordinates, 
In fact, whether he was fighting Autons or 
Axons the Brigadier was in the thick of things 
from the word go, setting an example for all 
to see and becoming the face of UNIT. 


Interestingly, the Brigadier is one of the rare 
examples of a recurring guest character given 
no less than two character-developing story 
lines. In Inferno (1970) we encounter a 
Lethbridge-Stewart on an alternate Earth, 
shaped by a very different set of life choices. 
Incredibly, he is litthe more than a fascist 
glove puppet, who proves to be literally 
worlds apart from our Brigadier. Meantime, 
in Mawdryn Undead (1983), we find a post- 
UNIT Lethbridge-Stewart who is confined to 
Civvy Street as a mathematics teacher. 
Courtney's performances on these 
occasions — especially the former — are 
outstanding, further evidencing the layer’s of 
the Brigadier’s character; and reinforcing his 
reputation as an iconic figure far beyond the 


category of the purely popular. 


And when his now immortal line from The 
Daemons (1971) — “Chap with wings there, 
five rounds rapid.” = is proclaimed on T- 
shirts, websites and by any number of vocal 
fans, those seven words become the rallying 
try to one of the series’ true gentlemen and 
long-established icons. Mr Courtney, we 
salute you, 


Jez Strickley 
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UNIT: Epicentre Earth 


Michael S. Collins 
whotom.a 


Michael S. Collins considers why Earth has been subject to so 
many alien invasions. 


| live in G asgow Scotland, Lovely city 
Friendly city. My home. Murder capital of 


the universe, allegedly. It takes in all kinds 


of immigrants om all corners of the 


LAS 

known globe. Welcome one, welcome all 

What it doesn't have, to the best of my 
.As 


knowledge, is aliens. In the Doctor Who 


sense of the word 


And just imagine it. A bright light tearing 


through the sky. Alien spacecraft moving 
swiftly through the air, as a mighty shadow 
falls over the Armadillo. Well, it's 


Rufus 


Wainwright, why not che Slicheen 


hosted Bowie and 


r ) 


Shots are fired, the hardy 
citizens fall dead to the ground 
Panic. Dismay. Resistance is 
useless By the ome anyone can 
make a stand against oppression, 
Glasgow is but a smoking hole in 
the ground. The epicentre of 
invasion, And soon enough that 


invasion was an occupation 


Be cause some anen race na d 


chosen somewhere other than 
the Home Counties for once. And 
you just try and take the UNIT 
brigade up the 


Scotland, By the time they'd 


motorway to 


gotten around the craffic pams at 
Birmingham there are always 
traffic jams at Birmingham, you 
see the al ens would have won 
Doesn't matter that the UNIT 
Scientific Advisor is a gruff 
loveable scarecrow with a special 
screwdriver and outstanding 
Karate skills, and even more 


outstanding attires. The game's 


over 


screw itup from here 


You may not have The Dalek Invasion of 
Glasgow as a TARGET novel on your 
bookshelf. And think yourself lucky! How 


much trouble we m ent have been in else! 


Of course, the aliens don't always try to 
invade the Home Counties. That's just 
99% of the time. But nm 


had invasions of Scotland (werewolves 


as 
VVe ve 


a Ww a) 5 


Zygons!), Paris (Scaroth), even ¢ 


the TV Movie still exists). We nearly even 


had the Auton invasion of Singapore, but 


the BBC budgets axed that one: Michael 


Grade proving to be a more fe 


some 
protector of the Earth and all its peoples 


than even the Brigadier himself 


this very second. You might even ask it to 
me, personally. Grab me by the lapels, if | 
had any —| guess hair will suffice — and say, 
‘Why Earth, Michael? Why 


do the aliens always pick on Earth?” At 


passionately 


which point | will grimace in pain, tend to 


co Ue ; 
ee : 2 2 : 


my broken hair, and give a non-answer 


What do | kne I'm not the scr pt- 
writer, try as 
that face. I'm not Finn-Fletch-Palisade- 


Stroke-Scotch-Slitheen-the-Third, of 


might like to hallucinate 
Second Stand-in Dalek on the Right, 
don't know these things 


But then Jez emailed me with the magic 


words. And those words were these 


“You're the writer, Its your article. Just 


So let us, you and |, gentle reader, 


you might be asking a question right 
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extrapolate the situation, and come up 
witha result. The worst that can happen is 
a passing Ice Warrior puts us all outo 
misery. After all, as David Mitc! 


ellso 


put it in The Mitchell and Webb Look 
alien invasion sketch: ‘This lady writes in 
to ask “Where's Doctor Who when you 


need him?” In fiction, that's where!"” So, if 


the Ice Warriors do pass by, God help us 
all! Anyone know any Venusian lullabies to 
sooth them with? (No, hang on, that’s 
Aggedor, who didn't invade Earth 
though I'd much prefer him 
to the Autons, myself, if | had 


to cho 


e an oppressor at 
gun point!) 

Speaking of the Ice 
Warriors, there's an 
nteresting question What's 
wrong with Mars, other than 
the waters? (That joke will 
have worn very thing by time 
you read this in print, if] and 
B let it stay’ See, we've even 


got some inter-tex 


going now.) Are th 


They live on Mars, for those 
unaware. In case you 
thought | was picking on 
some random, poor alien 
race for kicks 

In Spearhead from Space, Liz 
Shaw asks the Brigadier why 


‘ 


Earth gets attention from 


aliens. His response? 


‘In the last decade, we've 
been sending probes deeper 
and deeper into space 
NVe've drawn attention to 


ourselves, Miss Shaw 


\ 
+ 


Which would seem a very food reason 


for why Earth keeps getting targeted for 
invasion seekers, and one that comes back 
to us time and time again. Harriet pones 
references it in The Christmas Invasion 
maybe she read the Brigadier’s notes? 

And, you know, if you isk me, | have a 
slight problem with that answer. And it 
involves the Ice VVarriors once more 
They come from Mars. Mars isn’t that far 


away from Earth, universally speaking 
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Closer than Pluto, where the Usurians 
hung out, closer than the non-existent 
Fifth Planet, where the Fendahl wanted to 
play. And what of those Ice Warriors? The 
Brigadier thought WE were be it 


attention to ourselves? Those Martians 
were out irradiating folk and trying to 
conquer half the ny when they 


weren't making high-profile 


and being the UN peacekeepers 
universe 

That is what | call bringing 
attention to yourself 

All we did, in comparison, was 
Maybe the 


aliens found our postcard, took 


send a postcard 


the “Wish You Were Here” 
greetings at face value, and went 
to investigate Or maybe they 
were just too fearful of the Ice 
Warriors 

I'd be more fearful of us, if | were 
them. The Ice VWVarriors are 


known to be quite ho achat 


times. We blow up retreating 
defeated foes, Juste ask the 
Sycorax... oh hang on, you can't! 
So why Earth? 

Is it a game? Eeney, meeney 
miney, moe, says the Ogron 
Oh, no Earth again, says his 
nd so Earth it is to 
be invaded once more. The 
epicentre of invasion, Another 
fleet vs. UNIT and that exiled 
Time Lord. (The Doctor won 


again, if you're interested, ) 


compadre 


No, you know what it is 
It's all che Doctor's fault 


| know. | blame him for everything. Fire of 
London. Loch Ness Monster. se atilals n 
the NHS by Americans. Everything 

But really, this time it’s definitely him to 
blame 

He's just that 


protector of Earth 


damned good as the 


He is you know. Don't disagree, you know 


it as well as | do. After all, when was the 


last time you saw a random passing Axon 
ox? Ora er 
sitting on aloo in Tooting Bec? Or a Dale 


in the countryside? This here ee 


. orects the 


in the street outside your do 


orld from extraterrestrial 


LA 


hreat. How do | know? Vell, do you see 


any sola you? | rest my case 


But this sort of thing travels. It must do 
s, bad news doubly so. Oh no 


getting invaded again! Yay the 


News trave 


Earth's 


Doctor saved them, again! Thank 
goodness the Elders shared their TV set 


so everyone could see it. Lobos might 

even have let people see the action on his 

monitor. Orhers still might have read of it 
Sar 


in a book or two, before those growing 


shadows started to nibble at their feet 


The news travels. Across the galaxies, 


2 
° 


s the universe, beyond the stars, 
thr rough the great beyond and further still 
Toall the races we see in the Pertwee era 
The Great Intelligence has failed? Hah. He 
was getting too big for his boots anyway 
The Cybermen failed? Well, yes, slightly 


harder to explain, for sure, but they might 
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have gotten distracted at a _ pivotal 


=] 


moment, Any planet can get lucky, you 


know 


And before you know it, they're all trying 
their luck 


Just imagine the scene at the Seventeenth 
Annual AAI (Angry Alien Invaders) 
Conference, hosted on 


Oseidon, 


now being 
home of the Kraals, itself a fixed 
point in time. (The 
Conference used to be held 
on Kembel, then Skaro. but 
unfortunately the Daleks got 
themselves excommunicated 
for being unable to avoid 

few random exterminations 


for five minutes to delegate.) 
Delegates are shew their 
fists on the table, floc 
Finally the 
Chairman, Mr 
Master/Thascales/Magister 


(delete as applicable) solves 


wall in anger 


the crisis 


“It's not fair. The Zygons 
have already set up there, and 
the Daleks have booked next 
week, The Nestenes have 
jumped the queue for a 
repeat attempt too, we'll 
never get there to give the 
old ‘invade the Earth’ trick 
try at this rate! 


“Calm down, Mr Axos”, says 
Master/Thascales/Magister 
(delete as applicable) “We 
can always book you in for 


the first week in August 


Fine”, says Mr Axos, ina bit of an Axonite 
huff (which I'd assume is something to 
behold indeed’), “But we're taking you as 


collaceral.” 


And thus The Claws of Axos was born 
They failed 


were worried 


too, of course Just in case you 
The only ones to suffer 
were obnoxious civil servants, ODNOxXIOUS 
scientists and loveable vagrants who are 


sadly missed 


Because you see, it’s fashionable to invade 


whotop. 
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Earth. Or at the very least, try to. It's the 
“in thing”, The more folk fail miserably at 
it, the more other races want to try it. 
And if the Daleks, Cybermen, Slitheen, 
Gelth, Sycorax, 456, Kraals, Axons, et al, 
fail: why, there'll be someone else in their 
place. Especially if all of the above fail. 
Bragging rights. How much better will 
some lowly race look in the universal 
history books, if they succeed where the 
Daleks and Cybermen themselves have 
failed. Now, thatis prestige! 


| like to think the Time 
Lords worked this out after 
the Tobias Vaughan affair. | 
like to think that the Time 
Lords liked the Earth. Not 
the evil ones that tried to 
destroy it and renamed it 
Ravolox in our future & 
though. | mean the good 
ones. Like Borusa (he was 
mostly good), or Rassilon, 
or the one played by 
Bernard Horsfall that wasn't 
in legion with the Master. 
They like us. They keep 
visiting us after all. Not just 
the renegades. There was a 
proper few and all. (See 
Terror of the Autons if you 
don't believe this humble 
messenger.) 


No, | think it became 
obvious to them that the 
Earth was about to face its 
decem annus horribilus 
(please excuse the woeful 
Latin). They needed 
someone to make them 
better. A Doctor, even, 
After all, UNIT was great. Protector of 
the Earth. But they had that special 
weapon. A Time Lord. Bit of a chear, | 
guess, but as an inhabitant of said Earth, | 
can't complain. The whole trial, exile 
thing? All a sham. A show-court piece so 
they could keep the Doctor on Earth 
when he was needed the most. 


Or you know, you could just assume The 
Time Lords really did exile the Doctor, 
and that he landed on Earth right next to 
where his best friend happened to be, 


right before a massive spate of alien 
invasion artempts, right before the Master 
showed up on the scene. 

Coincidence and Time Lords don't seem 
to walk hand in hand. 


So why do all the aliens invade Earth? 
Well, it’s fashionable, I'd guess. 


But | tell you what. | for one am glad that 
we have such sterling men as Brigadier 


Alistair Gordon Lethbridge-Stewart 
making it all safe for us to go shopping in 
town, or potholing, or riding bicycles 
slightly drunkenly near nuclear power 
stations. 


The Brigadier and all of his successors, 
Fine men and women, all of them. 


| met the Brigadier recently. Aged now, 
but still with the fiery temperament that 
saw so many challenges. He claimed that 
when he finally leaves this mortal coil, he 
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wants as his epitaph his greatest 
comeback that had invaders shaking in 
fear: “Get off my world!” A fitting epitaph 
to so fitting a career, though I’m sure I'm 
not alone in hoping the elderly 
Lethbridge-Stewart sees many more 
dawns in his life yet. There are too many 
aliens out there, who would become too 
overjoyed at the news of his death. 


| never met the Doctor. Since 2006, it 
seems | might have been 
the only one. He's gotten 
around a lot on Earth. 
Trust me to go missing 
him. What do | know? I'm 
only a writer. 


But the aliens keep on 
coming, like prizes on The 
Generation Game. 


They say we're bringing 
attention to ourselves, 
Maybe we are. 


| say we're fashionable to 
conquer. Maybe we are. 


Some say the Master is 
just stirring everything up. 
Maybe he is. 


One thing is for sure, 
though. | think we can all 
rest safe in our beds at 
night. After all, we have 
the best line of defence 
possible. Now, just hold 
that troll doll close and 
think of UNIT... 


whotopa 
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